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On behalf of the faculty of East Carolina University I extend my heartfelt congratulations to each and every one of you graduates.  The faculty is very proud of you and your accomplishments. 

As you leave you’ll take a part of us with you, and part of you will be left behind with us.  It’s not possible to go through the transition you’ve been through these last four or five or six years without having an effect on you and the people around you.  And that includes your professors.  

We’ve been through a lot together. You often did more than you thought you could do.  You often did more than we thought you could do.

Your experience here shows that you can meet a challenge and succeed.  So as you go through the rest of your life, don’t set limits, set goals.  Believe that you can.  We do.

Sometime after the hubbub of graduation and starting a new phase of your life has subsided, take a quiet moment to reflect on the people who have made a difference in your life during your time at ECU.  It may be your parents, a relative, a professor, a staff member, or a fellow student.  Someone has made a difference to each and every one of you.  Figure that out and then do two things.  First, thank them.  And second, make a difference to someone else.

And in another quiet moment, the faculty will remember you and wonder how you’re doing.  We really will.  So keep in touch and come back for visits.  We’re interested in you, just as we are proud of you.  We look forward to hearing of your accomplishments.   

Good luck graduates!  Congratulations!  
