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Additional Requirements for all Degrees  
 
“Writing Intensive Requirement 
Students enrolling at East Carolina University must fulfill the writing across the curriculum 
requirement prior to graduation. To do so, each student must complete a minimum of 12 semester 
hours of writing intensive courses, typically including ENGL 1100, 1200; at least one semester hour of 
writing intensive courses in the major; and any other three semester hours writing intensive course of 
the student’s choice. Students entering the university with transfer credit for ENGL 1200 have 
satisfied the foundations curriculum requirement in the area of English. Such students are still 
required to complete a total of 12 semester hours of credit in writing intensive courses. All second 
degree students will be required to complete at least three semester hours of writing intensive course 
work in the major. Writing intensive courses/sections of courses are identified each semester in the 
course schedule listing and will be designated WI on the student’s transcript. A complete listing of 
courses approved as writing intensive may be found at the University Writing Program Web site 
www.ecu.edu/writing. A course will transfer into ECU as WI under two conditions. The course must 
either be a writing intensive course in a writing across the curriculum program at the university or 
college where it was taken, and/or the course must have the words “writing” or “communication” (e.g., 
“Writing for Business and Industry” or “Business Communications”) in the course title. Courses 
meeting either of these two criteria will be accepted as WI, and count as writing intensive for ECU 
degree requirements. 
 
Domestic and Global Diversity Requirement 
Students enrolling at East Carolina University are required to complete two three-hour 
diversity courses: one course with a domestic diversity (USA) focus and one with a global 
diversity focus. Courses that address diversity provide opportunities for students to learn 
about the beliefs, values and achievements of people other than those of their own age, 
ethnicity, culture, national origin, ability, religion, sexual orientation, and gender identity. 
These courses also provide opportunities to examine problems that may arise from 
differences, and opportunities to learn how to deal constructively with these issues.  
 
Courses receiving Domestic Diversity credit are designated as (DD) in the catalog course 
description; courses receiving Global Diversity credit are designated as (GD) in the catalog 
course description. Courses that transfer to ECU as equivalent to an ECU course that is 
approved for diversity credit receive diversity credit. Transfer courses that are not equivalent 
to existing ECU diversity courses may be approved for diversity credit by the Foundations 
Curriculum and Instructional Effectiveness Committee.  
 
Domestic Diversity Course Goals 
1. Students understand problems that arise in the USA from differences in age, ethnicity, 

culture, national origin, ability, religion, sexual orientation, and gender identity in the 
context of their historical and contemporary causes and effects, including attempts to 
resolve these problems. 

http://www.ecu.edu/writing


2. Students demonstrate the ability to use critical thinking skills to evaluate from different 
perspectives domestic problems arising from differences in age, ethnicity, culture, national 
origin, ability, religion, sexual orientation, and gender identity. 
 

Global Diversity Course Goals 
1. Students understand how cultural beliefs and values shape people’s perceptions and 

impact global decisions and actions. 
2. Students apply critical thinking skills to evaluate global issues and events from multiple 

perspectives. 

Cultural Diversity Requirement 
Each academic unit will ensure that its majors complete at least one course which exposes them to 
cultural diversity. Courses which meet this requirement will be designated by the respective unit. 
 
Cognate and Professional Course Requirements 
Many baccalaureate programs have requirements in addition to course work in foundations 
curriculum, in the major field, and in the minor field. These additional requirements may be labeled 
cognate courses or professional courses required for teacher certification (see requirements for 
degree in section 8). Cognates, minor courses, and courses used for the second major may be used 
to satisfy foundations curriculum requirements, except where prohibited. Professional courses 
required for teacher certification may not be used to satisfy foundations curriculum requirements. 
 


