
MINUTES
Graduate School Administrative Board Meeting
Monday, 9/28/2009 
3:30 p.m.
Greenville Centre  

Present
Voting Members:  Eakins, Stan; Ericson, Richard; Fonooni, Hamid; Gallagher, Margie; Gemperline, Paul; Holte, Jim; Hough, Monica; Kasperek, George; Mott, Vivian; Pokorny, Marie; Prividera, Laura;  and Terry West
Ex-officio Member:   Griffin, Linner; and Mark Sprague (on behalf of Marianna Walker)

Regular Guests:  Bland, Sondra; Patterson, Belinda; and Ries, Heather. 
Special Guest:  Zigas, Paul
Absent
Voting Members: Decker, Jim; Gordon, James; and Rouse, Art 
Ex-officio Members:  Cistola, David

Agenda Item I.  Call meeting to order 
Meeting called to order at 3:30 p.m.
Agenda Item II.  Approval of September 14, 2009 minutes
Minutes approved.
Agenda Item III.  Graduate Assistantship contracts, terms & conditions, policies
a. Revised terms & conditions – for discussion & approval

The GSAB requested additional revisions to the Graduate Assistantship contracts terms & conditions document.  Revisions include:

· (2A) – ‘Doctoral students must enroll full-time each semester with a minimum of 9 credit hours.  Masters level students must enroll full-time with a minimum of 9 credit hours or 3 hours of thesis or other final project.’
· Add student signature line to the bottom of the document

Graduate assistantship terms and conditions document approved as modified.  
b. Updated graduate school appeals procedure (modified for consistency with at-will status)-for discussion & approval

Discussion tabled until further consultation with Paul Zigas (University Attorney)

c. Supporting documents:

i. Policies for Graduate Assistantships

Approval postponed. Further revisions will be made with the help of Paul Zigas and Dr. Laura Prividera.  Revisions will be brought forth for discussion at the October 12th GSAB meeting.  

ii. Assistantship descriptions (revised 4/2009)
Agenda Item IV. Approval of Unit Criteria for election to Graduate Faculty Status

a. Department of Geology 
· Presented by Dr. Reide Corbett

· Approved

Agenda Item V.  Approval of 9/16/09 GCC Minutes 
a. Includes approval of the request to establish the MS in Security Studies 

Dr. Bob Thompson and Dr. Jalil Roshandel presented the proposal for the MS in Security Studies for GSAB questions and comments.

· A certificate program in Security Studies is currently offered

· Faculty course loads will remain the same (I class per term)

· Anticipate most students will select the non-thesis option (professional paper)

· Currently there are not opportunities for external funding, however it is anticipated this program will pay for itself
· 9/16/09 GCC minutes approved with recommended budget revisions.
Agenda Item VI. 
a. Approved to Add Graduate Certificate Form – for discussion and approval 

Tabled for October 12th GSAB meeting (document not distributed).
b. Proposed change in the thesis/dissertation submission deadline

· Dr. Gemperline proposed changing the day theses/dissertations are to be submitted to the Graduate School to the day before the start of the next semester. The current submission deadline of the 10th day of the term conflicts with census date.  Changing the deadline to the day before the start of the following semester will provide the Graduate School with enough time to approve or request changes before census date.  

· Approved

· Dr. Gemperline announced the date change would be widely publicized 

c. Draft pre-research assurance form – for discussion and approval

Tabled for October 12th GSAB meeting (document not distributed).
d. Policy initiatives that need attention – for discussion only

i. Graduate School Appeals policy 
· Consider changes to improve due process

· Add a grade appeal policy

ii. Readmission policy 
· Consider clarification regarding how long a student will have to wait to reapply if they have been terminated from a previous program 
· Dr. Gemperline will work with Dr. Monica Hough and Dr. Vivian Mott to develop a draft policy document
iii. Tuition remission policy 

· Consider a policy to prevent financial aid abuse such as students dropping classes and receiving refunds 

· Dr. Gemperline will work with Dr. Heather Ries and Julie Poorman to develop a draft policy document

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 pm
Respectfully submitted,

Amy E. Tripp

Recorder


