GA Minutes
November 30,
Belk Building 3:30-5:00

Present:  Benson, Chal; Ding, Qin; Eagle, Scott; Ellis, Maureen; Grobe, Bill; Jacobs, A.J.; Lamson, Angela; Mahar, Matt; Morehead, Andrew; Novick, Lloyd; Ozan, Erol; Prividera, Laura; Yontz, Elaine; Williams, Tina
Guests:  Armstrong, Robin; Bland, Sondra; Decker, Jim; McConnell, Tom; Patterson, Belinda; Poorman, Julie; and Colleen Roland 
1. Call to order

3:32 pm 
2. Approval of minutes 

October 26, 2010 meeting minutes approved

3. Assistantships (state and institutional aid) versus federal aid:  student payback when leaving Graduate School through ineligibility or voluntary separation – Julie Poorman
· Assistantships cannot be retracted by the Office of Financial Aid unless a student does not earn the wages.  Once earned, they must be paid.  In addition, the Office of Financial Aid does not retract scholarships for students unless an extraordinary situation is presented 

· Program directors should advise graduate students to file a FAFSA application by Valentine’s Day (it is important students file application on time)
· Students not fully admitted to programs are not eligible for financial aid unless they are taking coursework as a perquisite to admission (these students are treated as undergraduates and are not eligible for grants)

· Departments should notify the Office of Financial Aid if a student is enrolled in perquisite course work for a student to be aid-eligible 
· Will fund a non-degree graduate student for 9 credit hours for prerequisite coursework or 2 semesters 

· If a student needs more than 30 credit hours of prerequisite coursework it is in the student’s best interest to be advised to pursue a second undergraduate degree

· There is no ECU policy on the limit of prerequisite hours that will be federally funded, but they must be completed within two semesters – which is why the Financial Aid Office generally urges for not more than 18 semester credit hours 

· Programs should indicate courses that will be taken as prerequisites on the Accept/Reject form 
· Dr. Gemperline announced the issue of financial aid and perquisite coursework will be revisited 

· For students who are admitted by exception, holds can be adjusted for departmental funds but not for federal funds
· Robin Armstrong explained if a student is admitted by exception, a hold is placed on the student’s records at the time of admission and lifted after the first term if the student meets terms of admission.  Once this hold is removed students can receive financial aid.  
· 5000 level courses cannot be counted twice (cannot count the same course for both an undergraduate degree and a graduate degree)
· If program directors have questions regarding student financial aid contact Julie Poorman 

· Dr. Gemperline will send a Graduate School update in memo form to all program directors 

· The Graduate Program Director handbook will soon be available (this handbook will be helpful for assistance with these types of issues) 
· The Graduate School is starting a newsletter to be sent to programs once each semester 

· Review
of grades will be December 21 and 22

· To retain financial aid students must maintain a 3.0 GPA (3.0 GPA and 80% completion rate and make satisfactory academic progress)
· Minimum number of thesis hours to be considered for financial aid is 5 credit hours

· The Graduate School is transitioning to a grading scheme of S/U for certain courses to begin spring 2011
4. Accepting degrees from non-accredited institution with an accredited Master’s – Robin Armstrong
· All schools in the North Carolina system except for NC State University will accept a student with an unaccredited undergraduate degree if said student has earned a master’s degree from a regionally accredited university 
· Non-accreditation of a university is listed on the applicants Accept/Reject form
· Motion to accept undergraduate degrees from non-accredited institutions with an accredited master’s degree approved
5.  Accepting the Pearson Test of English (in addition to TOEFL and IELTS – Robin Armstrong
· Pearson Test of English provides another option for international applicants in addition to the TOEFL and IELTS
· Motion to begin accepting Pearson Test of English scores in spring 2011 approved
6. Moving the International Application deadline from Spring to September 1 – Robin Armstrong 

Request to move application deadline back 
· September 1 date provides students a more realistic time frame for how long it will take to compile international documents for application 
· Motion to set international application deadline date for September 1 approved
7. Update Responsible Conduct of Research training – Paul Gemperline 

· Working group: Norma Epley, Margie Gallagher, Leonard Trujillo, and Bob Thompson 
· Meeting in December to discuss responsible conduct of research training 
8. Status reports

a. Grad Assistantship budget update

· $500,000 allocated for budget increases for master’s students in theses-based programs 

· Aim to make offers of graduate assistantships more competitive
b. 5000 level courses
· 5000 level courses have become a SACS concern
· Data showing more undergraduate students are taking 5000 level courses than graduate students 

· It is not allowed for undergraduate programs to require a 5000 level course for degree 

· Data shared with the Graduate Curriculum Committee in order to review situation 

· Bob Thompson shared the GCC will be reviewing the 5000 level course policy and will probably propose a change 

· Dr. Gemperline stated that are valid reasons for continuing to offer 5000 level courses and the advantage of offering a 5000 level course rather than a 4000/6000 split would be the ability to monitor learning outcomes. Programs must provide SACS with documentation that different learning outcomes are implemented in 5000 level courses.
Next meeting:  Tuesday, January 18, 2011; 3:30-5:00 PM, Belk 1503

Respectfully submitted,
Amy E. Tripp

