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WEBSITES FOR INTERNATIONAL HEALTH CARE OPPORTUNITIES 

-http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/about-ama/our-people/member-groups-sections/medical-student-section/opportunities/international-health-opportunities.shtml: The information on this page was compiled by the MSS Global Health and Policy Committee.The AMA-Resident and Fellow Section also compiled electives and opportunities abroad for students and residents.
-University Center for International Studies  http://www.ucis.unc.edu/ (contains a search engine for UNC faculty with international interests and research)

-AMSA  http://www.amsa.org/global/ih/ihopps.cfm (EXCELLENT SITE) and 

-IFMSA (Internat’l Fed. Of Medical Students’ Assoc.):  http://www.ifmsa-usa.org/ 

-Jamkhed International (based in Carrboro), which is the US office for the Comprehensive Rural Health Project, Jamkhed, India:  web: www.jamkhed.org
Ohio State University: Has 2 summer programs going to El Salvador, 1 to Ecuador, and a surgical trip to El Salvador in February.  http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/International/index.htm The international program Director is Dr. David Drozek, who is very friendly and helpful. Don’t hesitate to ask him questions.  Drozek@oucom.ohiou.edu
EL SALVADOR 
El Salvador:  First, third and fourth year medical students will participate in providing health care along with U.S. and Salvadoran health care workers in inner city clinics and village “brigades” .  They will support the ongoing work of  CEDEINFA (Center for the Complete Development of Children and Their Families), a non-profit, non-denominational mission that helps rescue high-risk Salvadoran children who live in the poorest communities of San Salvador. Medical students will be immersed in the Salvadoran culture every day, working side-by-side with Salvadoran doctors to provide medical care in some of the poorest communities of El Salvador.  Program dates: June 12- 25, 2011. Approximate cost: $2500.  Application deadline: February 1st.  More information can be found at: http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/International/ElSalvador/index.htm. Interested students should contact: Dr. David Drozek at Drozek@oucom.ohiou.edu 
ECUADOR
-Interhealth in Ecuador: We have recently received several requests from first year medical students for information regarding our summer Interhealth South America program in Ecuador. We have now finalized dates for those who would like to be in communication with us at this time. Dates for the summer for first year students will be June 26 - July 23, 2010.

We maintain a web site for the program primarily for updating basic schedule information, www.InterhealthSouthAmerica.net. Additionally, for further details students and residents may contact us directly by e-mail, dwedemeyer@pol.net, or give us a call anytime at 813-425-2096. Thank you very much.

Don Wedemeyer, M.D.
Marta Alarcón, M.D.
Tampa, Florida

-Clinical Rotation in Ecuador: Third and fourth year medical students will complete a four-week rotation schedule in selected hospitals in Ecuador. Students will: receive orientation and training at Catholic University of Ecuador, receive classes in medical Spanish and conduct clinical rotations in the different services offered by the participating hospitals. Students will be supervised by clinical preceptors in each service. Dates: NOT POSTED FOR 2011 BUT APPLICATION DEADLINE: Feb. 15th.  Approximate cost: $1950 + airfare.  Application deadline: February 15.  Interested students can find more information at: http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/tdi/Clinical_Rotations/index.htm and should contact Dr. Mario Grijalva at grijalva@ohiou.edu and Dr. David Drozek at Drozek@oucom.ohiou.edu.

-Community-Based Tropical Disease Research in Ecuador: The research program for Summer 2008 builds up in activities carried out in Ecuador since 2001. Activities will include a continuation of the Pilot Chagas Control project in Loja (learn more...). The overall project includes four inter related, but independent components: 1) Entomological surveys for Triatominae insects and mosquitoes in domestic, peridomestic and sylvatic habitats; 2) Housing and KAP questionnaires, mapping of the communities and incorporation of data into a GIS; 3) Clinical/epidemiological research activities; and 4) Community education activities, including direct educational activities and production of video and other educational tools to be used in the region. In addition, student generated subprojects will be carried out taking advantage of the overall project logistics.  Students must participate for a minimum of 4 weeks but program dates are flexible according to student projects and needs. More information can be found at http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/tdi/Tropical_Research/Tropical_Research.htm.  Program dates: June 19- August 1, 2010.  The application deadline is April 15th.  Interested students should contact Dr. Mario Grijalva at  grijalva@ohiou.edu (740) 593 2192.

-Tropical Disease Biology Workshop in Ecuador : The objective of this multidisciplinary adventure and field research experience is to gain a deeper understanding of the complex factors that play a role in the biology of Tropical Diseases. During the two weeks we will spend in the field in Ecuador, we will use 4x4 vehicles to travel to both the Amazon Basin Region (Oriente) and in the Coastal Region of the country. In these areas, we will visit rural communities and examine in a general way issues related to public health, health care delivery, community socio-economic development and education. Our group will interact directly with community leaders, health care providers and school teachers. In addition, we will visit regional health care facilities and interact with public health officials at the provincial level. Round tables with the participation of our group, public health officials and community members will be organized to allow for discussion of our observations and exchange of points of view among the participants. We will also examine the role that traditional healers play as health care providers and their interactions with the “western” medical establishment.  More information can be found at: http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/tdi/Tropical_disease_workshop/Workshopsummer.htm.  Program Dates: NOT UP-TO-DATE for 2011.  Application deadline: April 15.  Interested students should contact Dr. Joan Cunningham, 060 Irvine Hall, cunninj1@ohio.edu  (740) 593 9482.

KENYA

-Kenyan Grandparents Study: NOT UP-TO-DATE for 2011 a research project that seeks to examine the impact of caregiving for orphaned children on the health and well being of Luo elders, takes place in a rural area in western Kenya. .Students participate in field research and will be responsible for conducting approximately 400 physical examinations.  Other clinical rotations may also be arranged.  The program costs approximately $3500, although pending grant funding students may have some expenses paid for by the program.  Students can also apply for funds from the CORE Research Office. Tentative program dates: January 12-February 20th, 2009.  Application deadline October 1, 2008.  For more information go to the website: http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/international/Ice_Kenya/index.htm and contact Dr. Gillian Ice: iceg@ohio.edu 

-SHARE Kenya-Ohio: SHARE Kenya-Ohio is a clinical program during which students, faculty and clinicians deliver healthcare in rural Western Kenya.   SHARE Kenya-Ohio volunteers demonstrate their commitment to providing healthcare for the rural people of a developing nation and have been making annual trips since 1997.  Fourth year students will participate in direct patient care.  In addition to the clinical time, students will have the opportunity to experience various cultural activities, visit the Kakamega Rainforest and go on a safari in Masai Mara.  The dates of the program are November 26 - December 15, 2010. Approximate cost: $2750 + airfare. Applications are due on August 31.  More information can be found at: http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/international/SHAREKenya/index.htm.  Interested students should contact Dr. Deborah Meyer at meyerd@oucom.ohiou.edu; Chris Simpson at simpsonc@oucom.ohiou.edu or Cheri Sheets at sheetsc@ohio.edu.  
Helpful websites
- Medical Ministry International- http://www.mmint.org/     This organization goes on 1 to 2 week excursions to underserved areas of the world to provide health care.  The site has their project calender available for you to view.

-Website- http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/about-ama/our-people/member-groups-sections/medical-student-section/opportunities/international-health-opportunities.shtml 
-Website:  www.medicc.org Email:  director@medicc.org
-Website: www.iaseco.org 

-Doctors for Global Health Box 1761 Decatur, Ga. 30031 404-377-3566 www.dghonline.org This is an excellent organization for information about further rotations.  They can help set you up almost anywhere in the world.
-International Medical Volunteers Association: This website has lists of volunteer organizations, what types of volunteers they needs, the costs involved etc.

They also have a link to a students “corner” which has tips for students searching for medical volunteer opportunities.

www.imva.org
-Amigos de las Americas.  This organization has a lot of health focused volunteer programs mainly in Central America.  The target age may be a bit young for medical programs but it is worth checking out!

www.amigoslink.org
-Foundation for International Medical Relief of Children:  volunteer missions in Costa Rica, Uganda, Ethiopia, India, and Uzbekistan

www.fimrc.org
-Brown University has a really good site for International Medical Opportunities:

http://bms.brown.edu/ihi/
-SALUD:  an opportunity to pair learning medical Spanish with clinical experiences

http://www.amerispan.com/salud_medical_spanish_programs/
-Duke has a good website that lists several opportunities that are not necessarily only for Duke students. Also, they have a list of outside funding sources that may be worth exploring. http://www.duke.edu/web/CMDS/Duke_rotation/international.html
-Hospitals of Hope: 
· We use volunteers from every level of the medical profession along with non-medical professionals to accomplish the mission of HOH. Volunteers raise their own support to serve for as little as one week or up to a six month short-term mission experience in the ministries that we have locally or abroad. Students desiring international medical mission experience are also welcome to serve at the HOH clinic in Cochabamba, Bolivia South America.  http://hospitalsofhope.org/bolivia.html 
· There are also opportunities in Liberia, Haiti, Kenya through this program. 
· House of Hope (HOH), USA is located in Wichita, Kansas. Besides being our base for arranging short and long-term mission trip experiences, it is also where we have our International Medical Distribution Center. The IMDC is an eight thousand square foot warehouse where we gather, store, repair and distribute donated medical equipment, supplies and medicines supporting medical missionaries locally and internationally. http://hohwichita.com/brochures/Residential_Brochure.pdf
· Program director:  daniel@hospitalsofhope.org 
-HCJB Global: Hospital Vozandes Quito, Ecuador; http://www.hcjb.org/healthcare/hospital_vozandes_quito/hvq_main.html

· Who is Hospital Vozandes?
We are a private, Evangelical Mission General Hospital. We operate as a non-profit organization in metropolitan Quito under HCJB Global's division of Healthcare
· Hospital Vozandes del Oriente in Shell, Ecuador, is a ministry of HCJB Global, also known as World Radio Missionary Fellowship. This ministry has been serving the needs of the people of the Ecuadorian Amazon since 1958.

Contacts in Costa Rica:

2) Dr. Pablo Ortiz: Head of San Vito Hospital (small town in southern Costa Rica); great contact for rotations with jungle experiences and work with Indigenous population, along with Tropical Medicine focus; exchange program can be found on internet; beautiful location;  eager for foreign students; SPEAKS ENGLISH   email: cascadas@sol.racsa.co.cr     home tel: (011) (506) 773-3407 

3) Dr. Alberto Saénz: Medical Director of National Children’s Hospital; Beautiful Facility in San Jose;  city experience in hub of medicine in Central America; great opportunity to see a variety of health issues in developing country while also utilizing many modern techniques; great NICU facility, oncology department amongst others; enthusiasm for foreign students, BUT a good knowledge of SPANISH is REQUIRED “for a beneficial experience for both parties”; email: asaenz@hnn.sa.cr  tel: (011) (506) 222-8061  fax: same as above

Programs:

· Cross-Cultural Solutions  

	Opportunity Information
Type of Opportunity: International Internship 
Location: Worldwide
Website: www.crossculturalsolutions.org
	 
	Contact
Email: info@crossculturalsolutions.org 
Phone: (800) 380-4777  (914) 632-0022
Fax: (914) 632-8494


“Cross-Cultural Solutions has special opportunities for volunteers to work side-by-side with local people in healthcare. With small health clinics and understaffed hospitals serving low-income communities, volunteers support the over-worked staff, adding to their efficiency and allowing more people in need to be served...”
· Child Family Health International 
	Opportunity  Information
Type of Opportunity: International Health 
Opportunity Title: Global Service-Learning 
                                 Clinical Electives 
Location: Worldwide 
Website: www.cfhi.org 
	 
	Contact
Name: Nick Penco
Title: Student Program Manager
Phone: (415) 957-9000 ext 305 (866) 345-4674
Fax: (415) 840-0486


  

	
	 
	

	“Child Family Health International (CFHI) is the leading nongovernmental organization (NGO) placing health science students on global health education programs in ways that are socially responsible and financially just. We model best global health education practices which demonstrate a priority commitment to community engagement and local integrity.”
	


· Global Service Corps 

	Opportunity  Information
Type of Opportunity: International Health Internships & Volunteer Programs 
Location: Combodia,Tanzania, & Thailand
Website: www.globalservicecorps.org 
	 
	Contact
Name: Global Service Corps 
Email: gsc@globalservicecorps.org
Phone: 415-551-0000 
Fax: 415-861-8969 


“GSC has been a leader in the field of international volunteerism designing and implementing effective community development volunteer service-learning programs in Africa and Asia since 1993. GSC community training and development programs are offered year round, from two weeks to one year, in HIV/AIDS Education and Prevention, Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security, International Public Health, Cultural & Buddhist Immersion, Orphanage Care, and Teach English Abroad…”

· Centro Panamericano de Idiomas (CPI)

	Opportunity Information
Type of Opportunity: Medical Spanish 
Opportunity Title: Medical Spanish Course & Spanish Seminar for Medical Professionals 
Location:  Costa Rica (Heredia, Monteverde, Flamingo) 
Website: www.cpi-edu.com
	 
	Contact
Name: Terence Thurston
Title: CPI representative in the US
Email: usa@cpi-edu.com
Phone: 1-877-373-3116


Spanish Seminar for Medical Professionals: 1 week, 2 weeks, or 3 weeks.

“The Spanish classes are designed specifically for the medical professional. All grammar topics are taught in the context of medical terminology and expressions. The goal of this course is for students to have the necessary language skills in order to provide quality health care to Spanish speakers. Each  week  consists of  4 hours of Spanish class daily - 8:00 am to  12:00 pm - from Monday to Fridays. In this schedule the participants will have the opportunity to take excursions in the afternoons…”

· MedSpanish

	Opportunity Information
Location: San Miguel de Allende, Mexico 
Website: www.medspanish.com
                 www.pacemd.org
	 
	Contact
Name: Theresa Doyle
Title: Coordinator and Instructor
Email: Info@MedSpanish.com 
Phone: 415-122-237852 415 122 2378 (From US) / 415 122 2378 (Local)



“MedSpanish students receive intensive tutoring focused on taking medical histories, performing physical exams and understanding intercultural concerns.  Developed by PACE (pacemd.org) and leading physicians from the U.S. , MedSpanish has a unique collaborative relationship with the Mexican Ministry of Health that provides you with hands-on rotations in emergency rooms, hospitals, clinics and ambulances…”
· One World Foundation

	Opportunity Information
Location: Cambodia, Senegal, Uganda 
Website: http://theoneworldfoundation.org/ 
	 
	Contact
Name:  One World Foundation
Email: info@theoneworldfoundation.org


“The One World Young Leaders Program provides young leaders (ages 18 through 25) with an opportunity to participate in an international service project.  Participants in the One World Young Leaders Program spend 8 weeks during the summer working on a human rights or development project in a developing country.  The program is divided into two phases: (i) a one week, in-country Leadership Development Training and (ii) a seven week service project.”

Personal experiences:
From Class of 2012:
From Amanda Sayed,

CFHI is an absolutely incredible organization for a program over the summer. Trips are usually either 4 weeks or 8 weeks (or I actually asked if I could do 6 and they didn't have a problem with that), and they have programs in Ecuador, Bolivia, India, Mexico, and South Africa. Each program is different, but most of them provide you with hands-on experience in multiple medical environments ranging from big cities to small rural towns and even the Amazon. Some programs also provide language classes in addition to the medical element of the program. 

 

I specifically participated in a Reproductive Health program in Quito, Ecuador, and absolutely loved it! They also have another similar program that is more focused on internal medicine, but both programs provide exposure to a wide variety of medical clinics. With this particular program, we were in a different hospital or clinic each week in the morning or afternoon and took spanish classes when we were not in the clinic. We had the weekends free to travel, and we did a LOT of traveling! I spent time in the emergency room at a public hospital, the labor and delivery ward at another hospital, an adolescent clinic specializing in teen pregnancy, a pediatrics outpatient clinic, and emergency surgery. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would love to share more information with anyone who is interested or has questions! 

From Sarah Mian,
I went abroad to Ecuador in a 4 week program called Interhealth South America. It is a service learning program that pairs language study with clinical skills. You attend a daily language course in which there are two students per teacher and you focus on medical Spanish and other grammar/topics of your choice. You also participate in health brigades, where you go into the surrounding community and set up stations to offer free health consultations and treatment. Working in pairs with other medical students, you perform the history and physical and discuss your findings with the physician. Based on your language proficiency, you can either volunteer in a hospital in the city or villages in the Amazon River Basin.   The volunteering experience is a great opportunity to use both your language and practical skills. The Ecuadorian staff is generally very cooperative and eager to teach you and allow you to be as active as you feel comfortable with.  The program is run by two physicians from Miami. They incorporate numerous cultural and international health activities in the program, including day trips to visit traditional healers. You can learn more about the program at http://www.interhealthsouthamerica.net/ Feel free to ask me questions at smm1010@ecu.edu.

From Andres Afanador,

I worked in Montero, Bolivia for 2 weeks in July. They were very flexible with the time I spent there. The Bolivian organization I worked with is the Consejo de Salud Rural Andino, which operates 3 clinics in the small town of Montero, and several others in the country. I discovered this organization through Curamericas Global, Inc. of Raleigh.  If interested in this group, I would suggest contacting me, and I can put you in direct contact with CSRA, rather than going through Curamericas which only adds cost.
CSRA site: http://www.csra-bolivia.org/index.php?mod=home
Curamericas: http://www.curamericas.org/
From Previous Classes:
From Jen and Payson Thompson,

 The website for the group that we worked with in Nicagargua is http://www.peacehost.net/Dorothy/.  Dorothy Granada is an amazing person and her clinic is a true testament to her beliefs.  As I mentioned, the clinic is staffed by a Nicaraguan doctor and two nurse practitioners, also Nicaraguan, so formal evaluation for third and fourth years might be difficult.  However, MANY visiting american physicians are there throughout the year so if you ask Dorothy when they are coming formal evaluations should be possible.  The clinic sees 40-50 patients a day and does LOTS of pap smears and OB exams.  It's a great learning experience for any level of medical school.  

 

We are also going to this location http://www.puebloapueblo.org/index.html in March.  The hospital was opened in March of 2005 by three american docs, one is a graduate of the Ventura program in Cali where Pays and I will most likely go.  This is the group that has already contacted Dr. Adams and is ready to take medical students.  

From Benjamin Gilmer:
Here’s a list of international opportunities that I got involved with during my fourth year.

· Ecuador:
There are many different opportunities in Ecuador, from the Amazonian jungle hospital experience to Urban medicine in Quito.  Ecuador is also an amazing place to learn Spanish because they speak relatively slow and are very gracious with Gringos.   In Quito, there are literally hundreds of linguistic opportunities.  At our Institute, and I’m blanking on the name, my teacher was a physician.  In Quito, there are many opportunities to work in the local hospitals but I chose Hospital VozAndes because I had a contact there with one of the docs, Dr. Oswaldo Rodriguez.  Go to HCJB.org to explore their medical opportunities both at their hospital in Quito, the mother hospital, and their jungle hospital in Shell.  In Quito, I got hooked up with Dr. Ramero, the President of Family Medicine for the entire country.  She is a wonderful women and runs a clinic in Atacucho, a poor barrio in the NE of Quito.  Probably the best experience thought through the HCJB network, which happens to be a Christian organization, is their jungle hospital in Shell.  There you will work with the American family medicine attendings and with the Ecuadorian FM residents and 4th year Ecuadorian med students.  We spent 2 months there and it was awesome!  Lots of autonomy.  Great opportunity to do both medicine and Spanish with help, the gringo attendings.  Good opportunity to get do a large amount of surgery as a first assist and see some really classic tropical pathology.  

This is a great place to spend a month, or two or three and see a large variety of stuff, including basic public health, complex surgeries, OB, & tropical disease.

Ecuador is truly one of the most beautiful and diverse countries on the planet.  I recommend seeing it before we destroy it.

All applications are through the HCJB network but you can contact physicians at the hospital in advance to help streamline stuff.  The current head doc is Steve Manoch (jmanoch@hcjb.org.ec), and another great contact is Dr. Mike Hardin (mhardin@hcjb.org.ec), and Dr. Jerry Koleski (jkoleski@hcjb.org.ec) who is the current med student contact.  (2006)  
· Gabon, Africa:  The Albert Schweitzer Hospital

Definitely one of the premier international rotation spots for med students worldwide.  It was the highlight of my med school/life experience and one that you will never forget.  Unfortunately, they only accept 4 US students, 4 French, and 4 Swiss students per year.  Prerequisites are strong background in French and a desire to be an Albert Schweitzer Fellow for life.  

All applications are directed through the US Albert Schweitzer Fellowship which based at Harvard (schweitzerfellowship.org).  The current president is Dr. Lachlan Forrow (2006).  We are beginning to really establish ourselves here at ECU as another Schweitzer hub, so don’t hesitate to apply.  It was truly a great experience.  Students there choose to work in either peds/community health, internal medicine, and surgery.

· Costa Rica:  

Costa Rica has a few opportunities on the Carribean coast where there are a few indigenous reserves.  Contact ECU grad, Dr. Payson Thompson at:
http://thompsonmedicalmission.blogspot.com
4426 Johnson St.High Point, NC 27265

Payson and his wife Jen have traveled all over Central America and will have a ton of different contacts for you.  They are really a great source.
· Nicaragua:

Every year Dr. John Rose travels with a group from Raleigh, called Project Leon, to Leon Nicaragua to perform valve replacements.  The trips usually last 10 days but can be extended.  This is a great trip! Nicaragua is an amazing country, and Leon is particularly interesting.  But the real magic of this trip is working alongside Dr. Rose and the founder of “Project Leon,” Dr. John Paar, a cardiologist from Raleigh.  On this trip, you will learn a great cardiac exam from two masters and a significant amount of cardiac ultrasound.  The first week is structured around examining as many people as possible to identify 7 or so surgical candidates.  The second week is followed up by a 5 days of pure surgery.  Getting involved in the surgery aspect depends on how much you want to do.  You will have the opportunity to first assist on open heart surgery which is amazing or practice your ICU skills with the recovering patients.  I would recommend staying a third week to take care of the surgery patients in the ICU and also to rotate with one of the internal medicine residents in cardiology or on the Gen med floor.  It is an incredibly different medical world and you will be exposed to a variety of other tropical-type diseases, ie Dengue fever, leptospirosis, and others.  

Take a little extra time after your three weeks to check out Nicaragua; it’s awesome!  I have visited over 30 countries now, and the Nicaraguans are the nicest, most humble I’ve encountered.  You will love this trip.
 
Dr. Tommy Ellis takes up to 20 people on a short summer trip every year to Nicaragua. This trip is a medical mission trip and is partially sponsored by St. James United Methodist. Costs about $1000 a person. 
Email: ellist@ecu.edu

   Phone: 744-1142

· Honduras

Honduras is an amazing place and together with Nicaragua and Haiti, the poorest countries in this hemisphere.  Like in Nicaragua and Gabon, but unlike Costa Rica, you will discover destitute poverty.  Here there is an amazing program called “shoulder to shoulder,” or “Hombro a Hombro” established by the new chairman of Family Medicine at the Asheville/MAHEC program, Dr. Jeff Heck.  He is an Albert Schweitzer virtuoso and leading one of the best international health models in Central America and the world.  They are opening up new sites in Santa, Domingo Ecuador, Tanzania and several different places in Honduras.  Their epicenter is in Santa Lucia, found near the border of El Salvador.  They have established a hospital and dental clinic there and run clinics in many of the surrounding villages of Santa Lucia.  This is a great opportunity to do primary care in a very rural setting and learn the art of public health.  If you are thinking about family medicine or primary care this is a great program.  If you are looking for surgery, you will have fewer opportunities.  Like in Ecuador, Honduras is a good place to practice your Spanish.  Honduras is also a beautiful country with some of the best SCUBA diving in the world on the Northern coast.  

All applications are directed through Sharon Mullen at the Shoulder to Shoulder office in Cincinnati.  You can find their information at “shouldertoshoulder.org.”  I will be closely linked to this organization for the next several years, so please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Please feel free to contact me if you have further questions regarding any of these international opportunities.  Don’t forget to get your travel insurance through the International House on the main campus.  It is only $1/day.  My email address is benjamingilmer@hotmail.com.  Good luck to all of you!
