
International Experience Description Form 
 
This form should be completed by an ECU student who has completed an 
international rotation/elective/experience. 
 
Instructions: Please complete the form below with as much detail as possible 
regarding your international opportunity. Upon completion, please save this form 
in .pdf format on your computer/desktop and email your pdf document to 
mdabroad@ecu.edu. The information you provide will be made available to 
students on Brody’s International Medicine website. Thank you for completing 
this form.  
 
This form is submitted by (name): 
 
 
Name of Rotation/Elective/Opportunity: 
 
 
Country of Location: 
 
 
City(s) of Location: 
 
 
Name of Sponsoring/Affiliated Organization: 
 
 
Is the sponsoring/affiliated organization religion-based? If so, which religion/faith? 
 
 
 
Is this an Annual Rotation/Elective or One-time Opportunity? 
Program Dates (month(s) and day(s)): 
 
 
 
Term Available: 
 

Fall  
 
Spring    
   
Summer 

 
Language(s) Spoken at Location (Please indicate if there is a language requirement for 
his experience.) t
 
 
 



Eligibility (Medical student year 1-4/Post graduate year/etc.) 
 
 
 
Estimated Costs (Please provide a concise budget, including housing, transportation, 
ood, etc.)  f
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Detailed description of the program (e.g. level of education, students’ roles, skills 

eeded, call nights, medical specialty, patient care experiences, procedural experiences, 
xtra-curricular experiences, travel opportunities, etc.) 

n
e
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Application Deadline 
 
 
 
ECU Contact Information 
 
 
 

Phone 

-m il E
 

a

Fax 
 
 
On-site (Out-of Country) Contact Information 
 
 
 

 
Phone 

-m il E
 

a

Fax  
 
Related links: 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you receive any funding for this trip? If so, from what source/grant/scholarship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you recommend this program to others? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What would you advise other students who are planning to pursue this experience? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was your favorite and least favorite aspect of the program/location? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please include any other information, memories, opinions, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Describe your typical day including how far/long you had to travel each day from your 
esidence to the medical site where you worked? r
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P
w
 

lease comment on safety in the city/country of travel. Would an unaccompanied 
oman feel comfortable or safe in the setting? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance in providing the information above. Our 
goal is to engage more medical students and residents in international medical 
experiences. If you have any questions regarding this form, please e-mail Dr. 
David Musick, Associate Dean of Medical Education, at musickd@ecu.edu. 
 
In addition, if you are interested in making your experience an institutionally 
recognized elective at Brody, please contact Dr. David Musick (musickd@ecu.edu) 
for more information.  

mailto:musickd@ecu.edu
mailto:musickd@ecu.edu

	This form is submitted by (name):: Whit Braddy
	Name of Rotation/Elective/Opportunity:: Botswana through Baylor
	Country of Location:: Botswana
	City(s) of Location:: Gaborone or Francistown
	Name of Sponsoring/Affiliated Organization:: Baylor College of Medicine
	Is the sponsoring/affiliated organization religion-based? If so, which religion/faith?: No
	Is this an Annual Rotation/Elective or One-time Opportunity?: Annual
	Fall: Yes
	Spring: Yes
	Summer: Yes
	Language(s) Spoken at Location (Please indicate if there is a language requirement for this experience: 
	): English (some) and Setswana

	Eligibility (Medical student year 1-4/Post graduate year/etc: 
	): MS4

	Estimated Costs (Please provide a concise budget, including housing, transportation, food, etc: 
	): Flight = $1,200
Hostels = $10-$20/night en route
Housing = $100/wk in Francistown
Food =  <$10/day in Botswana
Taxis = $0.50 in Francistown
Local buses = 6hr trip for about $20 in Botswana
Local flights = about $150 in South Africa
Safari = about $350 for 3 days in Chobe (go to Chobe Safari Lodge in Kasani)
Safari = about $ 800 for 3 days in Kruger
Going to Africa = Priceless


	Detailed description of the program (e: 
	g: 
	 level of education, students’ roles, skills needed, call nights, medical specialty, patient care experiences, procedural experiences, extra-curricular experiences, travel opportunities, etc: 
	): This is an elective offered by Baylor to its medical students.  I was able to get involved due to a personal connection between Dr. Harry Adams and the Dean of Baylor School of Medicine, Dr. Major Bradshaw.  Dr. Bradshaw spent 8 years living in Botswana to help them organize and open their first medical school in Gaborone which also has rotations in Francistown.  I took part in this rotation in February of 2010 several months prior to the inaugural year of this medical school.  I suspect, now that the medical school is becoming more established, that this will become a more cohesive rotation.  However, my trip and my hospital experience was solely up to me to organize and initiate.  

I had to organize dates, travel, hostels, housing, everything.  When we arrived at the hospital they simply asked us what we would like to do.  You could choose from Internal Medicine, Pediatrics, Psychiatry, Surgery, and Orthopaedics from what I recall.  Medicine moves at a slower pace in Botswana.  Morning report is at 7:30AM, rounds begin at 9AM, and are all but finished by noon.  The attendings are excellent, hailing from all over the world: Africa, Cuba, Germany, and the United States.  Residents are mainly from Botswana but completed their medical training either in the Caribbean or Australia.  Medicine is practiced in English, however, the patients usually only speak Setswana.  The teaching on rounds was good.  Student roles are somewhat unestablished at this point.  Due to almost universal HIV infection of patients, procedures are almost nonexistent.  Patients are kind, but communication is an issue.  

Work day was abbreviated.  There was no call.  Our presence as American Medical Students was definitely appreciated.  Ample opportunity to travel - in fact we were encouraged not to work all the time, but to get out and see Botswana.      



	Application Deadline: 
	E-mail: Off
	Fax: Off
	Phone: Off
	Phone (Out-of-Country): Off
	On-site (Out-of Country) E-mail: Off
	On-site (Out-of Country) Fax: Off
	Related links:: For information speak with Dr. Harry Adams.
Google Dr. Major Bradshaw, Baylor, Botswana School of Medicine, Princess Marina Hospital
	Did you receive any funding for this trip? If so, from what source/grant/scholarship?: No
	Would you recommend this program to others? Why or why not?: If you are an experienced traveler and have a tough travel partner I would recommend it.  I wanted a 'real' African experience which is why I planned this trip.  But it was difficult at times.  There was no one to make sure we were safe, or to plan our travels, or who spoke the language.  We were on our own.   
	What would you advise other students who are planning to pursue this experience?: Best housing in Francistown:  Guy Brina guesthouse.  Email him at gltm@botsnet.bw

Pack light

Catch a flight into Francistown from Johannesburg - busing takes forever

Get a local simcard for your cell phone - expensive but makes life easier.

Spend your time in Botswana NOT South Africa.  

Go to Chobe Safari Lodge in Kasane and do some game drives

	What was your favorite and least favorite aspect of the program/location?: Favorites:  Botswana is amazing.  The people are very poor, but kind.  The kids are incredible.  Botswana is very inexpensive.  Chobe Safari Lodge.  

Least favorites:  Expensive to get there.  Not much supervision/assistance.  The poverty/segregation in Africa.  The language barrier.  
	Please include any other information, memories, opinions, etc: 
	Describe your typical day including how far/long you have to travel each day from your residence to the medical site where you worked?: Guy Brina will give you a ride to the hospital daily when he takes his daughter to school.  Or you can catch a taxi for < $1.  

Morning report at 7:30, breakfast with the residents, then rounds from 9AM till noon.  Then usually off for the rest of the day, unless there is something else you are interested in getting involved with.  This gives you time to explore a new country.  
	Please comment on safety in the city/country of travel: 
	 Would an unaccompanied woman feel comfortable or safe in the setting?: I was never in a situation that was blatantly unsafe.  However, going from the US, and being in the majority, to a country where you are in the vast minority makes you feel unsafe.  It takes time to adjust.  Gaborone has more of a big city feel, whereas Francistown is much smaller.  

In Africa, there is nobody looking after your well-being like there is here in the United States - you are on your own.  I don't think a woman or anyone else should travel here alone.  

	SUBMIT: 


