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A Word From … Associate Vice Chancellor for International Affairs James Gehlhar, PhD
Spring greetings!

There is a lot going on internationally at ECU now that we have entered the second half of the spring semester.  What with festivals, farewells, presentations, potluck dinners and the dedicated planting of trees (all of which are noted below), it is obvious that ECU international students, international faculty, and International House staff have been very busy.  In addition, a recent groundbreaking video recruitment uplink between ECU and Italian secondary students may in the future bring us new international freshmen.  Also, the number of US ECU students signed up for education abroad this summer and next fall is today at a record high, and new international agreements are being signed, promising more student and faculty mobility across borders. Another bit of good news is that the Office of International Affairs has been granted a new Education Abroad Advisor position to fill, thus further cementing ECU's commitment to globalizing its students.

Your ECU is going places!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Greenville International Festival, April 18, 2009

From a traditional Highland bagpipes to Latin-inspired sounds, the 2009 International Festival will feature a wide variety of music, dance, and foods from across the globe. This year’s event is co-sponsored by the City of Greenville and East Carolina University’s Office of International Affairs.  Last year, over 8,000 people came together to celebrate the diversity that makes Greenville the jewel of North Carolina.  April 18 promises to be bigger and better than ever with a large cultural pavilion featuring costumes, games, and crafts from the native lands of many people who call Greenville home. Be sure to take part in this celebration!

International Festival Stage at the Greenville Toyota Amphitheater:

	10:00 am
	Greenville, NC Public Safety Pipes & Drums

	11:00 am
	Greenville Chinese School

	11:30 am
	Micronesian Dancers

	12:00 pm
	SaJaso- Salsa, Jazz, Soul

	  1:30 pm
	Mirage- Traditional belly dancers

	  1:45 pm
	Hypnotic- American Fusion belly dancers

	  2:00 pm
	Turkish Dancers & Music

	  3:00 pm
	Mexican Dancers

	  3:30 pm
	ECU student dancers

	  4:00 pm
	The African-American Dance Ensemble


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Offset Your Carbon Footprint – Plant a Tree!

As the number of students participating in study abroad programs increases, we become ever more aware of the impact our travels have on the environment. While we all value the importance of International Programs, it is important to realize that each time we board a plane we are significantly increasing our carbon footprint.

You can help ECU offset the carbon emissions generated by student and faculty international travel! This Earth Day, April 22, 2009, the Office of International Affairs and Facility Services will sponsor a carbon offset program for all students and faculty participating in Education Abroad programs. Students and faculty may donate a share of a tree to be planted on the ECU grounds and be recognized for their efforts to reduce the carbon footprint of their study abroad program. You may choose to make a tax deductible donation in the following categories:

Seedling $25 (1/4 of a tree)

Sapling $50 (1/2 of a tree)

Champion $100 (one full tree)

A tree planting ceremony will take place on the afternoon of April 22, 2009, on campus. All student and faculty contributors are invited to attend to have their efforts recognized by the university community. 

Donations should be made payable to East Carolina University. If you would like to participate in this program, please complete the Tree Planting Project 2009 form and submit it along with a check or money order to the Office of International Affairs. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Faculty and Staff International Potluck Dinner Tuesday, April 29, 2008 
The Annual Faculty and Staff International Potluck Dinner sponsored by the International Faculty and Staff Committee will be held Wednesday, April 29, 2009, from 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm at the Willis Building. For more information contact Dr. Charmaine Glegg (gleggc@ecu.edu) or Dr. Kaysia Campbell (campbellk@ecu.edu).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Office of International Affairs Hosted Digital Video Information Session with Italy 
On March 19, 2009, the Office of International Affairs organized a digital video information session for prospective Italian students. The session was a collaborative effort of East Carolina University, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, North Carolina State University, and the U.S.- Italy Fulbright Commission. It included a general presentation entitled “I want to study in the US – How do I start?” as well as 5-minute presentations on what each university has to offer to international undergraduate students. The session ended with a Q and A session conducted by an Italian exchange student currently attending ECU. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Office of International Affairs Hosted Professional Life after Graduation Workshop
On April 3, 2009, the Office of International Affairs in collaboration with the Career Center organized How to Prepare for a Professional Life after Graduation Workshop. The topics discussed included effective resume writing and employment and immigration status issues as well as presentations from ECU alumni currently employed in the US.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We want to hear from you and encourage you to submit accounts of your international activities in teaching, research, service, or other areas. Please send your comments and suggestions to our editor Julie Williams at williamsjul@ecu.edu.

