[image: image1.jpg]


Tips on Purchasing a Smartphone
1. If you are satisfied with your current cell service provider, then stick to them.  Most providers have an array of devices to choose from.

2. Do you text message frequently?  If so, you will want to feel comfortable with the keyboard options.  Test drive a device first to make sure you like the way you can text on that device.  Some phones have touchscreen texting and some have a QWERTY keyboard.  
3. You may want to check out this site about levels of radiation in a phone.  http://www.ewg.org/cellphone-radiation -  I would recommend getting a Bluetooth earpiece to cut down on the amount of radiation to the head.  Earpieces also are helpful if you like to drive and talk on the phone.  
4. Battery Life- One of the best places to read a non-biased review of cellphones is CNET.  Their website is http://cnet.com  They will usually cover battery life of the devices.  Remember the more you use Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, cameras, and surf, the more the battery will drain.   If you travel a lot, you will want to invest in a second battery.

5. Remember now almost all cellphone providers require you to purchase a data plan.  Make sure you get a plan that matches your usage.  The cost can be quite considerable.  
6. Warranty.  Make sure the device has a excellent warranty coverage.  Check and make sure if there are any accessories that come with this device and if they are covered also.

7. Insurance.  These devices do break and if you are not insured or it isn’t covered under the warranty, you are just throwing your money away.  There are also insurance packages that you can get like for example Safeware.com that cover many items the standard provider doesn’t like theft.

8. If you are prone to dropping your cellphone, please invest in a rugged cover for the phone.

9. When purchasing a new smartphone, please note that you do not always have to purchase through that provider’s store, places like Best Buy carry phones also and their prices may be less.

10. Multimedia.  If you want to play MP3, stream video etc, make sure this phone has these capabilities.  

11. Look for 3G and 4G – those are you highest data speed types.  Although some areas do not have 3G or 4G yet, it will give you that capability when it does.

12. GPS.  If you are interested in using this device as a GPS, then look for a smartphone with this built in.

