ECU – Center for Health Disparities Research (ECU-CHDR)
2010-2011 Pilot Project Program for Faculty
Background:  The ECU-CHDR PILOT PROJECT Program for Faculty will provide at least two pilot grants of up to $5,000 and at least two pilot grants of $5,000 – $10,000 to assist ECU faculty in generating preliminary data regarding health disparities, including disparities in health behaviors, in the fields of cancer, diabetes/obesity, or cardiovascular disease to support planned extramural funding applications.  Eligible faculty members from any discipline are welcome to apply; however, those with existing start-up funds are ineligible.  Applications will be evaluated by the ECU-CHDR Leadership Team based on the likelihood that the project will contribute to a competitive extramural grant application.  Faculty members awarded funding must agree to develop extramural grant proposals through a Grant Advisory Panel which will provide support/direction from the Center to assist junior investigators.  Expenditure of awards will be managed through ECU-CHDR staff.  At least partial matching support from the appropriate Departmental Chair/Dean is required, the form of which (additional funds, buy-out of teaching, etc.) will be negotiated at the time of award. Funds may only be used to cover research supplies, research assistant support, laboratory costs, patient/subject incentive costs, and/or graduate student stipends. Funds may not be used for investigator compensation/buyout. Expenditures are at the discretion of the PI (no prior approval required) but will be subject to audit.  Note: all awarded funds must be expended by June 30, 2011. Appropriate IACUC and/or IRB approval must be in place prior to award.  
Instructions:  Submit pdf of application by email to Hope Landrine, Ph.D., Director ECU—CHDR (landrineh@ecu.edu) and to Ms. Rhonda Hannibal, Admin. Assist. (hannibalr@ecu.edu)

Follow page limitations as indicated. Duplicate this page as needed to accommodate co-investigators.  Electronic signatures are acceptable.  Applications are due October 1st 2010. 
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HEALTH DISPARITIES PILOT GRANT PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS
Please confine your proposal to no more than 3 single-spaced pages (excluding the cover page, references, biosketches, and Appendix materials) and do not alter the order of the form.  Additional material or pages beyond 3 pages will not be circulated to the committee.  Use Arial 11 pt. font with 1 inch margins.    
1. SUMMARY: Provide a concise (2-4 sentences) summary of the proposed health disparities project in language appropriate for the educated lay person.   
2. BACKGROUND/RATIONALE:  Provide a concise summary of relevant background to your topic highlighting the relevant controversy and/or important health disparities problem that your project will address.  Identify the particular population group affected and state how your proposed work can or will lead to improvement of this group’s health.
3. PURPOSE/SPECIFIC AIMS:  Briefly state purpose/specific aims of your project.

4. METHODS:  Provide a concise summary of the research design/experimental approach, methods/ techniques proposed, subjects (if relevant), potential pitfalls and, when appropriate, alternative approaches. 
5. JUSTIFICATION:  Provide justification as to how preliminary data generated by the project will support and/or enhance key factor(s) of a planned extramural application (e.g., impacting your planned study’s significance, innovation, approach, etc.). Please identify 1 or more specific funding agencies and the specific funding mechanisms of those agencies to which you intend to apply based on the results of this pilot work. Please clarify if this proposed project is a new field of endeavor for you or if this is a continuation of previous research work.
6. BUDGET: Provide budget table listing all proposed expenses by category and a brief budget justification

7. REFERENCES
8. BRIEF CV OR BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF INVESTIGATOR(S) (do not exceed 4 pages)

9. APPENDIX – ATTACH PROPOSED INSTRUMENTS/QUESTIONNAIRES/PROCEDURES, IF RELEVANT.
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