
The Impact of Tourism on 
Community Life in Dare County

Centerfor Sustainable Tourism
Division of Research and Graduate Studies

and

Bureau of Business Research
College of Business

East Carolina University

www.sustainabletourism.org

http://www.sustainabletourism.org/


Funding Acknowledgement

Office of Engagement, Innovation and 

Economic Development

Associate Vice Chancellor

J. Ted Morris, Ph.D.

East Carolina University 



üBackground for Study

üStudy Objectives

üThe Study Area

üMethodology and Sampling

üComments from Focus Group

üHousing Stock (Dare County GIS Data Base)

üDemographic Information on Respondents

üReasons to Own Property in Dare County and Patterns of Behavior

üDimension of Community Life and Tourism 

üSustainability and Future Economic Success Through Tourism

üHighlights of Findings

üCommunity Sense of Place

Outline



Background for Study
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The Dare County Economy is . . .
Structured to support a tourist orientation. 

ÅConstruction:homes and businesses are being built 
to meet the needs of an ever-growing visitor and 
retiree population;

ÅRetail trade:  ranging from souvenir shops to 
clothing and grocery stores;

ÅReal estate:  renting, leasing, and selling of mountain 
and beach houses and second homes; 

ÅLeisure and hospitality:  meeting the recreation, 
accommodation, and food service needs of visitors.

Kleckley, 2008



Externalities in a housing market

1. Topographical constraints; 

2. Growth-management, land-use, and zoning 
regulations (alter the supply side of the 
equation); 

3. Second-home demand (alters the demand 
side of the equation). 

Living and Working in Paradise: Why Housing Is Too Expensive and What Communities Can Do About It.   
William S. Hettinger 

Can lead to high housing costs and displaced workers 



The Tourism Cycle.(R.W. Butler, The Concept of a Tourist 
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1. To provide information for stakeholders in their efforts to 
maintain their community sense of place;

2. To understand the impacts of tourism development on land use, 
economy, service provision, cultural opportunities, 
infrastructure, environment and general quality of life;

3.¢ƻ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ 
perceptions on sustainable actions and the tourism economy;

4. To make implications of policy and business decisions on the 
environmental future of the community --- issues related to 
energy, climate, water, waste and land use.

Objectives of Study



The Study Area
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Land Use

Influx of Second Homes

Tourism Oriented Economic Structure

Cost of Living

Real Estate Prices

Jobs and Job Growth

Affordable Housing Choices for Work Force and 
Local Residents

Transportation

Environmental Issues

Issues Affecting the Study Area



Municipalities

üDuck

üKill Devil Hills

üKitty Hawk

üManteo

üNags Head

üSouthern Shores

Unincorporated areas

üAvon

üBuxton

üColington

üFrisco

üHatteras

üManns harbor

üRodanthe

üSalvo

üWanchese

üWaves

Dare County



Dare County, North Carolina






































































































































