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Some Shared Themes
ÅChanging trends in both climate & tourism

ïBoth have significant economic implications for 
NC

ïChanging  values,  culture, society, environment 
and economy

ÅChanges in demographics, activities & 
behavioral choices (e.g., changes in booking 
patterns)

ïChanges in natural resources and infrastructure 
that support tourism

ïUnderstanding & responding effectively to 
change is central to sustainability of resources, 
businesses & communities



Some Shared Themes
ÅClimate Matters

ïRecall Daniel Scottôs figure

ïWeather to climate and back again
ÅHistorical context, current conditions and future 

projections

ÅVariability and change

ïExtreme events and changing patterns/trends
ÅTemperature, precipitation (amount and timing), 

streamflow, water resources (drought), tropical 
storms, coastal inundation/erosion (sea level rise 
plus storms), weather conditions for key events

ÅChanges in species and ecosystems (marine & 
terrestrial), health and other indirect effects



Some Shared Themes
ÅNeed regional & local information:

ïChanging patterns, trends & consequences

ïData, research, assessment, information, 

education and action

ïSeasonal forecasts & longer-term projections as 

well as near-term weather data/information

ïUnderstanding climate in a multi-stress context

ïPlace-based, participatory approaches essential 

ïCritical roles for government, universities, 

businesses, communities and public sector



Some Key Challenges
ÅUnderstanding and addressing interactions 

among changes in economy, climate, resources 

and behavior

ïTaking a systems approach

ÅUnderstanding and addressing consequences of 

changing climate and changing policy 

(adaptation and mitigation)

ÅStimulating and informing action

ïScience, dialogue, policy, education ïKIDS!!!

ïMedia engagement (challenge & opportunity)

ïEngaging policy officials



Some Key Challenges

ÅVulnerability of natural resources and 
infrastructure supporting tourism

ïCoastal areas particularly sensitive

ïCompeting demands for resources

ïTransportation infrastructure and water 
resources

ÅNeed for new institutions to support 
adaptation

ïUnderstanding change & enhancing resilience

ïTaking advantage of ñlow-hanging fruitò



Early Opportunities

ÅGrowing interest in weather/climate and tourism 
in industry, government and scientific community
ïStrong cadre of partners already engaged

ïLETôS KEEP THE DIALOGUE GOING!!!!!!

ÅResource conservation, energy efficiency and 
sustainability programs

ÅLinking climate adaptation with hazards risk 
reduction ïscience, communications, policy

ÅIndustry looking at ways to diversify and manage 
risks to the climate-sensitive components of 
tourism

ÅAdaptive management to build resilience



Early Opportunities
ÅEnhancing awareness and improving 

communication
ïAmong industry, government, science, 

tourists, public

ïPromoting tourism assets

ïClarifying climate connections

ïRe-thinking messages and medium (incl. 
web-based technologies and GIS tools)

ïAlternative itineraries & other ways of 
diversifying

ïEngaging/informing the next generation

ïTourism sector as community leaders


