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ECU Celebrates Centennial

East Carolina University named 
two recipients of the 2008 Research and 
Creative Activity 
Awards.

Margaret 
Bauer, the Rives 
Chair of South-
ern Literature in 
ECUõs English 
Department, and 
Ron Cortright, pro-
fessor of exercise 
science and phys-
iology, received 
the þve-year awards from the Division 
of Research and Graduate Studies. Along 
with their 2007 counterparts, they deliv-
ered lectures about their research as part 
of ECUõs Research and Creative Activity 
week, March 31 through April 4.

Deirdre Mageean, Vice Chancellor 
of Research and Graduate Studies, said 
she was proud of the accomplishments of 
these researchers.

òThese faculty represent the spirit 
and creativity of East Carolina Univer-
sity,ó Mageean said. òCongratulations 
to these faculty for their exceptional 

research accomplishments.ó
Bauer, who came to ECU in 1996 

and was named the Ralph Hardee Rives 
Chair of Southern Literature, is the edi-
tor of òNorth Carolina Literary Review,ó 
and the author of three books of schol-
arship on Southern literature, including 
Ellen Gilchrist, William Faulkner and 
a forthcoming publication on the play-
wright Paul Green. She has also written 
dozens of articles and book reviews and 
presented many conference papers. Since 
2002, she has orchestrated þve annual 
Literary Homecoming events, bring-
ing together writers with ties to North 
Carolina. She has 
received the Harriot 
College of Arts and 
Sciences Teacher-
Scholar award as 
well as two depart-
mental awards. 

Cortright 
came to ECU in 
1995 to com-
plete a post-doctorate in biochemistry 
and joined the faculty in 1998. He has 
received more than $1.3 million in grants 
from the National Institutes of Health to 

Thomas J. Spaulding Jr., head of the 
non-proþt organization Up With People, 
and an East Carolina alum, will deliver 
the keynote address at ECUõs spring com-
mencement May 10.

The ECU Wind Ensemble will per-
form a concert at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
commencement exercises at 10 a.m., rain 
or shine, at the Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium.

Almost 3,400 students have applied 
for spring graduation, according to the 
ECU registrarõs ofþce. Approximately 
2,400 are undergraduates, 910 are grad-
uate/professional students, and 73 are 
medical students.

Spaulding, who graduated from 
ECU in 1992 with a degree in politi-
cal science, received ECUõs Outstanding 
Alumni Award in 2006. Before becom-
ing president and CEO of Up with People 
in 2005, Spaulding had been the groupõs 

director of corporate afþliates, and prior 
to that, had held positions at IBM/Lotus 
Development. He earned his MBA from 
Bond University in Australia, and an MA 
in non-proþt management from Regis 
University. He is a board member for the 
Museum of Outdoor Arts, as well as Up 
With Peopleõs Leaderõs Challenge and 
International directors boards.  

Up With People provides its par-
ticipants with opportunities to perform a 
musical stage show in cities and towns 
across the world, while also offering 
them leadership roles and demonstrating 
how to meet the needs of the communi-
ties they inhabit through service learning 
projects. In the past 40 years, more than 
20,000 young people have participated in 
the global Up with People program.

Departments and Colleges will hold 
individual recognition events throughout 
the weekend. Visit http://www.ecu.edu/
commencement/college_school.cfm for 
the schedule.
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The East Carolina spirit arrived at 
Wright Auditorium March 27 in 
song, speech and award. In honor 

of the campusõs centennial celebration, 
more than 100 faculty, staff, and students 
were recognized for their service to cam-
pus and to the region it serves.

Leading the daylong festivities was 
Robert J. Greczyn, Jr., chair of the ECU 
Board of Trustees, and a 1973 alumnus, 
who noted that, even with the growth of 
campus and the development of the medi-

cal school, dental school and engineering 
programs, that the spirit ECU remains as 
he remembered it when he entered the 
freshman class 39 years ago.

òWe make such an incredible dif-
ference in the lives of people in Eastern 
North Carolina, across the state, and 
across the country,ó he said. òWe have 
been driven by the spirit or Robert 
Wright, and driven by the spirit of Leo 
Jenkins, and now we are being driven by 
the very real spirit of Dr. Ballard and his 
team.ó

Paul Cyr, a chef with Aramark/ECU Catering, carefully places purple and gold iced 
cupcakes around an ECU birthday cake during the March 26 birthday party for ECU 
students, held to celebrate the universityӚs founding. (Photo by Joy Holster)
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In coordination with the Recognition and 
Rewards Committee of the ECU Staff  
Senate, the Pieces of Eight series honor-
ing exceptional ECU staff recognizes 
Mandee Foushee Lancaster.

By Judy Currin

Mandee Foushee Lancaster is 
Eastern North Carolinaõs ulti-
mate matchmaker. Whether it is 

homeless pets or small businesses, Lan-
caster brings together those in need with 
those who can help them.

òVolunteering with the Humane 
Society of Eastern Carolina is much like 
working at the Ofþce of Economic Devel-
opment,ó said Lancaster, director of the 
Center for Survey Research in ECUõs 
Ofþce of Economic Development (OED). 
The ofþce combines applied research 
with outreach services and resources for 
area businesses and organizations.

òServing business, industry, local 
state and federal government, individuals 
and non-proþt organizations, OED links 
the expertise of its own staff with those 
of the universityõs faculty and students 
to address the economic and community 
development needs in eastern North Car-
olina,ó Lancaster said.

Like the Ofþce of Economic Devel-
opment, the Humane Society of Eastern 
Carolina covers all counties east of I-95, 
and uses a similar approach to aid home-

less pets: the Humane Society offers 
every animal training and obedience 
courses, socialization opportunities, food 
and shelter, a fenced-in area to play, and 
much-needed attention. The shelter can 
accommodate approximately 70 dogs and 
40 cats.

òWe work hard to socialize the ani-
mals so they will be more adoptable,ó 
Lancaster said. òThe OED makes peo-
pleõs lives better, while the Humane 
Society makes animals lives better.ó 

A volunteer since 2006, Lancaster 
was encouraged to get involved by a co-
worker. An animal lover at heart, she òfell 
in love with the whole operation.ó Lan-
caster joined the board in 2007, and was 
elected vice-president in January of 2008. 
She will inherit the helm as president this 
month.

Lancaster said her goal is to uphold 
the societyõs mission: to serve as a safe 
haven for homeless and neglected pets 
and act as a resource to the community.

òBy educating the public about 
issues pertaining to animals, we can work 
towards the elimination of over breed-
ing of dogs and cats and teach owners 
to be responsible pet owners.ó Lancaster 
said.òAt the same time, we hope to facil-
itate adoption of pets to good homes so 
that we can allow more unwanted animals 
to þnd a temporary home with us.ó

Lancaster serves as an adoption 
counselor for the facility.

òItõs more or less a screening pro-
cess that matches pets with new owners 
and assures us they will be in a good 
home,ó she said. 

Lancaster adopted two cats from the 
society.

òSix-year-old Callie was rescued 
from the animal shelter with asthma and 
an auto immune disorder. With proper 
medication she is thriving.ó And just last 
week she adopted a snowshoe Siamese 
from a military couple deployed to Italy.

òHis name is Simon,ó Lancaster 
said. òHeõs a sweetheart.ó

Around in one form or another 
since the 1920s, the Humane Society is a 
non-proþt, no-kill organization that relies 
on fundraisers and donations to care for 
the animals. 

A list of fundraising events can 
be found on HSECõs web page at www.
hsecarolina.org. Every animal is evalu-
ated on temperament and health before it 
is taken in. 

A paid director and small staff orga-
nize and train over 200 volunteers a year.

ECU Survey Research Director Mandee Foushee Lancaster spends quality time 
with Luna, a homeless cat awaiting adoption at the Humane Society of Eastern 
Carolina. (Photo by Judy Currin)

MatchMaking Efforts Beneþt Unwanted Animals

An East Carolina University pro-
fessorõs quest to collect historically 
signiþcant microscopes has turned into an 
exhibit at Laupus Library.

From April 4 through July 31, 
about 40 of Dr. Donald Hoffmanõs micro-
scopes will be showcased on all ÿoors of 
the health sciences library. Hoffman is a 
longtime professor of pathology and lab-
oratory medicine in the Brody School of 
Medicine. 

The collection from Great Britain, 
France, Germany and the United States 
dates from 1840 until 1960 and highlights 
an evolution of workmanship, style and 
function.   

òItõs the single largest exhibit that 
weõve developed in house for the library, 
and itõs all thanks to the generosity of Dr. 
Hoffman,ó said Dr. Ruth Moskop, curator 
of history collections.

Hoffman is an expert in the history 
of microscopy and began collecting the 
microscopes only about a year ago. He 
has them all in working order too. 

òItõs almost like stamp and coin 
collecting,ó Hoffman said. òCollectorõs 
value is mostly based on rarity and age.ó

The oldest piece, a solid brass, 
Gould or Ellis type microscope, dates to 
1840, has its own wooden storage case 
and is said to be similar to one used by 
a young Charles Darwin in his þve-year 
voyage on the Beagle.

òAlmost all the older ones were 
solid brass, but a few of the later ones 
were steel,ó he said. òThey made all these 
fancy elaborate things before 1830 but 
they didnõt work very well. I have tried to 
get microscopes that people would have 
used or would use for laboratory educa-
tion.ó

The effects of daily rigor can be 
seen in knuckle rubbings on some of the 
instruments. Some are identical to mod-
els used by famous scientists, such as the 
founder of surgical pathology, Rudolf 
Virchow, and Paul Ehrlich, the founder of 
immunology.

òOthers are important because they 
are the þrst of that type model,ó Hoffman 
said. The þrst model stereomicroscope 
was used by Alexander Fleming, who dis-
covered penicillin.

òLouis Pasteur used some of the 
cheapest microscopes he could get,ó 
Hoffman said. òA lot of people thought 
simpler was better.ó

There have been many changes in 
design. òThe main changes in terms of 
lenses happened around 1880,ó he said. 
òIn the late 1880s, Zeiss made lenses had 
reached the resolution limit for visible 
light.ó 

Another of the microscopes in the 
exhibit is a U.S. Army hospital micro-
scope used during the Civil War. Its 
maker, Joseph Zentmayer of Philadelphia, 
was one of the þrst to make a microscope 
in the United States. It is solid brass and 
weighs several pounds. 

Two microscopes Hoffman would 
like to acquire are a Smith & Beck simi-
lar to one Darwin used and a pre-World 
War II era Zeiss model L. 

òThe biggest market is on eBay,ó 
Hoffman said. He has also purchased 
through auction houses. Prices range from 
less than $100 up to $1,700. òYou just 
have to keep trying for some things. We 
have bought a number from England and 
France. Itõs a worldwide market.ó 

For a slide show of the microscope 
exhibit, go to http://www.pathology.ecu.

edu/Public/microscopes.pdf.
Laupus Library hours can be found 

at http://www.ecu.edu/cs-dhs/laupusli-
brary/hours.cfm. 

Hoffman will lecture on the exhibit 
at 4:30 p.m. Monday, April 28 in the  
Evelyn Fike Laupus Gallery on the fourth 
ÿoor of Laupus Library as part of the 
Medical History Interest Group series 
sponsored by the libraryõs History Col-
lections and the ECU Department of 
Medical Humanities.  

 
  

Exhibit Features Hoffmanõs Historic Microscopes
By Crystal Baity

ECU professor Dr. Donald Hoffman demonstrates his collection of historically 
signiþcant microscopes, now on display in Laupus Library. His collection dates 
back to 1840. (Photo by Cliff Hollis)
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News in Brief

ECUõs Ofþce of University Devel-
opment has announced the availabilty of  
scholarship awards for the 2008 ð 2009 
academic year. 

Children of current SPA or CSS 
employees at ECU are invited to apply 
for the $1,500 Children of SPA Employ-
ees Scholarship. 

Awards are made to students who 
have been accepted for admission or who 
are currently enrolled as full-time under-
graduate students at ECU. Applicants 
may be stepchildren or adopted children 
of university SPA or CSS staff mem-
bers. Students must be pursuing their þrst 
undergraduate degree and have a pro-
jected or actual collegiate grade point 
average of at least 3.0.

Selection is based on academic 
performance, school and community 
activities and leadership potential. Appli-
cants will not be restricted because of 
curriculum choice, sex, age, race, ethnic 
background, religious beliefs or political 
afþliation.

Application deadline is April 18. 
The James M. Cox, Jr. Foundation 

Daily Reÿector Scholarship will present 
two $2,500 annual awards to undergrad-
uate ECU students who are interested in 
pursuing a career in a media-related þeld. 

Fields of study may include but are 
not limited to journalism, advertising, 
art, accounting, and computer services. 
The recipients of the scholarship are also 
invited to compete for a possible intern-
ship with the newspaper.

Recipients must be at least an ECU 
junior with a minimum of two full-time 
semesters remaining until graduation 
(not including summer school), demon-
strate interest in pursuing a career in a 
media-related þeld, have a minimum 3.0 
collegiate grade point average in the last 
academic year and no grades below a C in 
area of academic major. Submit scholar-
ship application and supportive materials 
by April 14. 

Request and submit applications 
to Vicky Morris; Ofþce of University 
Development; 2200 South Charles Blvd.; 
Greenville Centre, Suite 1100; Green-
ville, NC  27858. Contact Morris at 
328-9559 or e-mail morrisv@ecu.edu.

ECU Scholarships Available

The Annual Carolyn Freeze Baynes Memorial Lecture on Social Justice will pres-
ent òLeading the Way to Social Justice: The High Cost of Failure,ó by CBS national 
correspondent Byron Pitts, April 8 at 2 p.m. in Hendrix Theatre. A former newscaster 
with Greenvilleõs WNCT-TV, Pitts has served CBS since 1998, including work as an 
embedded correspondent for the Iraq War and lead correspondent at Ground Zero fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center. Free and open to the public, the 
lecture is sponsored by the ECU Student Union Programming Board and the College of 
Human Ecology Carolyn Freeze Baynes Institute for Social Justice. For information, 
call 737-1808 or 328-2882. 

CBS Correspondent to Speak on Campus

The ECU Staff Senate will sponsor ECU Employee Appreciation Week April 7 ð 
11, and Employee Appreciation Day April 9. On April 7, the Staff Senate will present 
òPride comes in all colors!ó All employees are encouraged to show their ECU pride by 
wearing purple or gold. Groups may submit photos indicating the groupõs location and 
names to Michael Dixon, (dixonm@ecu.edu), for inclusion in a photo gallery. On April 
8, the American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held at Mendenhall from noon to 6 p.m., 
with all donors receiving a free ECU t-shirt. That evening will feature employee night 
at Clark-LeClair Stadium, with specially-priced tickets for ECU baseball versus Old 
Dominion. Visit http://ecupirates.cstv.com or call 328-4500 for details. An Employee 
Appreciation Breakfast will be served April 9, from 7 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the Murphy 
Center. The Annual Service Recognition Ceremony for employees who achieved 25, 30, 
35, 40 and 45 plus years of service in 2007 will be held April 10, beginning with an invi-
tation-only reception at 4 p.m. in Mendenhall. The 25th Annual Great Pirate Purple & 
Gold Pirate Pigskin Pig-Out Party will begin April 11 as part of PirateFest Weekend in 
Greenville. For information, visit www.ecu.edu/staffsenate/eaw/index.cfm.

Staff Senate Sponsors Employee Appreciation Week

ECUõs Student Employment Ofþce will honor the universityõs student workers dur-
ing National Student Employment Week April 14 ð 18. Events and promotions planned 
for the week include the announcement of the inaugural Student Employee of the Year 
Award winner, information sessions on student employment topics, and 25 percent dis-
counts at Dowdy Student Stores. Departments are encouraged to recognize and show 
appreciation for outstanding student employees through òThank you gramsó posted in 
the East Carolinian. For additional information, visit www.ecu.edu/hireapirate.

ECU Student Workers to be Honored

ECU Chancellor Steve Ballard led the inaugural Construction Management Lead-
ership Lecture Series March 18. Ballardõs lecture, titled òFrom the Baseball Field to the 
Chancellorõs Ofþce,ó chronicled his career path from being a member of a farm team 
for St. Louis Cardinals to entering higher education then heading to ECU as chancel-
lor in May 2004. The ECU Department of Construction Management, partnering with 
the National Housing Endowment, will host the lectures each semester with the goal of 
teaching students the importance of leadership in business and industry. The next lec-
ture is scheduled for fall 2008. For information, contact Ron Sessoms or Eric Connell 
at 328-6490.

Ballard Launches Construction Lecture Series

On March 27, more than 300 people 
gathered to kick off the Second Century 
Campaign, East Carolinaõs þrst campaign 
in 15 years. At the celebration, ECU Vice 
Chancellor for Advancement Mickey 
Dowdy announced the þnancial target for 
the campaign, $200 million by Dec. 31, 
2012. To date, $90.71 million has been 
raised toward that goal.

òAlthough we have set a þnancial 
target for the campaign, its true focus is 
not fund raising; it is enriching, changing 
and saving lives at East Carolina and in 
the region and state as a whole,ó Dowdy 
said. 

The Second Century Campaign will 
raise funds to fulþll the strategic plan set 

out by Chancellor Steve Ballard last fall. 
The planõs strategic initiatives include 
expanding and strengthening scholarship 
programs, establishing distinguished pro-
fessorships, endowing established cultural 
programs, strengthening research pro-
grams with a direct impact on economic 
development, expanding research into 
the cause, treatment, and cure of diseases 
most prevalent in the region and state and 
supporting the construction of new  
campus facilities. 

òThe kick off of the Second Cen-
tury Campaign marks the beginning of 
a four-year journey for East Carolina,ó 
Dowdy said. òIt is a journey that will 
chart the course toward a bold vision for 
the university, and we hope you will join 
with us in making that vision a reality.ó

For details, visit www.ecu.edu/devt. 

Second Century Campaign 
Aims to Raise $200 Million

By Kara Loftin 

ECUӚs Joyner library hosted its þrst òFacultea,ó a lecture series that will feature 
tea, snacks, and a research presentation by an ECU faculty member. On March 
20, English professor Gregg Hecimovich presented òPuzzling the Reader: 
Riddles, Jokes, and Jane AustenӚs әEmma.Ӛó The next lecture will be held at 
3:30 p.m., May 1 by ECU history professor Jonathan A. Reid. (Photo by Erica 
Plouffe Lazure)

The Brody School of Medicine is ranked among the top medical schools in the 
country that emphasize primary care, according to the annual listing of the top graduate 
schools by òU.S. News & World Reportó magazine. ECU is 17th among primary care 
schools this year. ECU also ranks in the top þve among primary care medical schools 
with 60 percent of its graduates entering primary care residencies between 2005 and 
2007. In rural medicine, the school is sixth, up three spots from last year. The rankings 
of U.S. professional and graduate schools will be available on newsstands March 31. 
This year, the University of Washington again was rated the top primary care school. 
Harvard University ranked þrst among medical schools that emphasize research.

ECU Ranked Among Top Primary Care Schools




