Mentored Scholarly Essay – non-thesis option for Literature concentration

Goals: The mentored scholarly essay shows a student’s ability to conduct research and to situate an argument within currently scholarly dialogue on the subject and in the field.  It offers an original contribution to the scholarly discourse on the topic.  The final essay will be article-length and appropriate for submission to a scholarly journal.  This option is most appropriate for students planning to pursue a PhD in English, as it offers an opportunity to begin working towards publication.  

Requirements:

· Prospectus and annotated bibliography.  The student must submit a prospectus of 600 to 900 words.  The prospectus is accompanied by an annotated bibliography listening at least twenty secondary sources relevant to the topic.  At least ten of these entries must have paragraph-length annotations.  

· Prospectus meeting.  A prospectus meeting should be held no later than the fourth week of classes during the semester in which the student plans to complete the mentored scholarly essay. 

· Final essay.  The final essay should be between 6,000 and 8,000 words (approximately 25 to 30 pages), not including references.

· Report on journals.  Along with the final essay, the student should submit a report that specifies three journals to which the essay could be submitted.  The student should write 200 words on each journal describing the kinds of work it regularly publishes and justifying why the essay would be appropriate for inclusion in the journal.

· Upon completion of the essay, the committee will evaluate it and pass it when both committee members agree it is ready for submission to a journal.

Guidelines for students:

· Early in his or her graduate study, a student considering writing a mentored scholarly essay should consult with faculty and begin considering potential topics.

· This essay might be substantially revised from a paper written in one of the literature seminars.  It can also represent new work.

· The student should read widely within the scholarship to make sure that the topic has not been exhausted.  

· The student should discuss his or her idea with graduate faculty before choosing the mentored scholarly essay option.

· The committee will be comprised of two faculty members in the student’s area of interest.

· At the prospectus meeting, the student and committee discuss the primary and secondary source material relevant to the essay as well as possible journals towards which the completed work might be aimed.

Additional guidelines for faculty:

· Graduate faculty should alert students when their seminar papers might be appropriate for revision as a mentored scholarly essay.

· Faculty should determine before a student chooses the mentored scholarly essay option whether he or she has a compelling question and an original contribution to make to the scholarly discourse.  If the student’s work is unlikely to be appropriate for journal submission, faculty should recommend the thesis option as an alternative.    

· The standard for a passing essay is that the essay is ready for submission to a journal, not that the essay would necessarily be accepted or published.  

