Thesis  - Literature Concentration
A master's thesis demonstrates a student's ability to complete a sustained scholarly project. It should analyze a specific text or group of texts, have clear theoretical and methodological underpinnings, and show familiarity with current research on the texts and subject being investigated. Copies of the thesis are made available to the public by being placed in and cataloged by ECU’s Joyner Library.

Requirements*

· A prospectus meeting should be held no later than the fourth week of classes during the semester in which the student plans to complete the thesis. 

· The thesis should be 13,000 and 19,000 words (approximately 50 to 75 pages), not including prefatory materials, references, and appendices.

· Upon completion of the thesis, a defense will be held, at which the student must demonstrate knowledge of all aspects of the thesis (the relevant scholarship as well as his/her own argument).

Suggestions/Reminders for Students and Faculty

The Thesis

· The main ECU document concerning thesis is the Graduate School’s Manual of Basic Requirements for Theses and Dissertations, found at <http://www.ecu.edu/gradschool/thes_dis/manual.html>

· As given in the Manual of Basic Requirements, thesis topics should:

· be significant to students and scholars in the field; 

· be of great interest to the student; 

· be of sufficient scope to fulfill requirements of the student's school or department; 

· be feasible; that is, possessing evidence to show that the treatment of the topic is possible and desirable; 

· fall within the specialization of a faculty member or faculty members within the student's school or department. 

· The thesis should be formatted in accordance with the Manual of Basic Requirements. Any issue not specifically covered by the Manual should follow current MLA style.

The Committee

· Is made up of at least three members of the English Department.

· One member of the committee serves as the thesis director, who will work most closely with the student, providing primary guidance with the research and writing of the thesis and helping the student choose the other members of the committee.

· The thesis committee chair is responsible for inviting additional members of the committee, although these should be selected in consultation with the student.

· There may be an optional fourth member of the committee who serves as an outside reader/consultant. This may be someone from another department at ECU or, in some circumstances, from another institution or from the ECU English Department. The consultant is generally someone with expertise connected to the thesis topic that supplements what the other committee members may be able to provide.

The Prospectus

· The prospectus should do the following:

· Present the student’s proposed subject matter and approach to that subject matter, giving justification for why such a study is of value;

· Give a proposed chapter outline for the thesis in standard format and/or in a prose paragraph;

· Include a working enumerative bibliography to show that the student has some sense of what has already been published on the subject.

· In format, the prospectus generally runs one-and-a-half to two single-spaced pages, exclusive of the bibliography.

· The prospectus meeting is intended for the student and the committee to discuss possible primary and secondary source material as well as the organization of the thesis, thus allowing for the opportunity for committee members to suggest changes and revisions to the proposed project. Holding a meeting at which all members of the committee are present along with the student insures that all committee members are in agreement about what the aims and approach to the thesis project.

The Defense

· The student should get the completed thesis to the committee at least three weeks before the defense.

· The student and the director should keep in mind the last date to submit theses to the Graduate School for completion of degree in the term; this date is usually a little more than a week before the beginning of final exams. The defense should be held at least a week before the last date to submit to the Graduate School.

· The defense generally runs 1-1 1/2 hours.

· The defense is a discussion of the thesis itself, as well as the theory and the methodology used to analyze the primary texts and other relevant scholarship on th subject.

· At the defense, committee members may offer final suggested revisions to the thesis before it is turned in to the Graduate School.

· The student and director should arrange a meeting shortly after the defense to go over any final revisions needed before the student turns the thesis in to the Graduate School.

