
FORL 2620: French Literature in Translation (3) (FC: HU)***

FRENCH FAIRY TALES: 
GENDER, POLITICS & ENCHANTMENT 

Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Beauty and the Beast… Everyone knows these literary Tales. BUT WHAT ARE THEY? WHERE DO THEY COME FROM ORIGINALLY? 

From the culture of the French Salons, hosted by prominent aristocratic women who pushed against gender barriers by promoting a socially and politically charged literature. 

· How did a vogue for magical tales emerge among Parisian intellectuals in the mid-17th century?
· How did they challenge the contemporary culture of the Court of Louis XIV at Versailles?  
· What were the political implications of those folktales in the literary “Querelle des Anciens et des Modernes”?  Regarding the role of the then newly created Académie Française? 
· How important is this movement to the history of feminism and feminism à la française?

We will answer those questions and many more. In each tale, we will examine:
·  How they meet, or not, the expectations of a literary fairytale
·  Deal subversively with issues of gender representations 
· Treat love, sex, marriage
· Approach to life and death in the early modern French society
· Represent marvelous and overall deal with political and social power of literary imagination  

We will also watch French cinematic versions of some of those tales. 
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Tuesday    12:30- 3:30

For more information please contact: 

Anne-Hélène Miller, 
Assistant Professor of French
Bate 3306
milleranne@ecu.edu
328-6056


“Fairies” by Gustave Doré

*** This Course can be taken as Humanities elective. No Previous Knowledge of French is necessary. 
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