CONSTITUTION OF:  GRADUATE STUDENT ASSOCIATION FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

Founding Date:  December 15, 2003

ARTICLE I

Section I 
The name of this society shall be the Graduate Student Association for International Studies (GSAIS).

ARTICLE II

Section I
The purposes of the Graduate Student Association for International Studies are:

· to provide graduate students within the MAIS (Masters of Art in Internationals Studies) with opportunities to enhance their academic career  

· to communicate with others that are pursuing the same interests and career goals

· to develop contacts within the professional world of international affairs. 

ARTICLE III

Section I
The membership of GSAIS shall be open to members of the East Carolina students, faculty, and staff.  There will be no discrimination of race, sex, creed, color, age, veteran status, sexual orientation, or disability with regards to the purpose of the organization.  In addition, it is required that at least 51% of the membership be students.

Section II
There shall be two types of membership to GSAIS. The first type shall be called “Ordinary Membership” open to all East Carolina graduate students majoring or with an interest in international studies.

Section III
The second type of membership to GSAIS shall be called “Special Membership” open to all East Carolina undergraduate students with an interest or minor in international studies. Special members shall not exercise voting privileges or be allowed to hold office. They may participate in all other activities of the GSAIS. 

Section IV
The initiation fee shall be twenty dollars. The initial fee shall be valid for two full academic years (the proposed length of the GSAIS program) any student wishing to remain involved with the organization longer than two years will need to pay an additional five dollar membership fee for every additional semester.  Membership fees must also be paid and up to date for those who wish to acquire aid or compensation from the GSAIS budget 
ARTICLE IV

Section I
The officers of the GSAIS shall be: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Adviser.

Section II
The officers shall be elected by ballot to serve for one year until their successors are elected.  The selection of officers shall take place at the first regular meeting of the spring semester of each year by election.

Section III
If any vacancy shall occur, a special election will be held at the next meeting to fill the open position. 

Section IV
Any member may be removed from office upon the recommendation of the executive committee, supported by a three-fourths vote of the active members of GSAIS present at any meeting.


A.  President 

(a) The President presides over all regular meetings and activities

(b) The President heads the Executive Committee

(c) The President acts as a liaison between active club members and the adviser

B.  Vice-President

(a)
The Vice-President assumes all the duties of the President in the temporary absence of the latter

(b)
The Vice-President assumes public relations responsibilities

C. Secretary

(a) The Secretary keeps a complete record of members, activities and all transactions other than financial transactions.

(b) The Secretary assumes responsibility of compiling all records, reports, and official documents received from the past years activities.

D. Treasurer

(a) The Treasurer receives all funds for the organization and disburses these as directed by the GSAIS and keeps a complete record of duties performed.

E. Adviser

(a)
The organization will elect a member of the MAIS (Master of      Arts in International Studies) faculty to serve as an Adviser.

(b)
The Adviser will provide guidance and assistance to the officers of GSAIS.

ARTICLE V

Section I
The regular meetings of GSAIS shall be held biweekly on the day and time specified by GSAIS or by the Executive Board from September to May.

Section II
Special meetings can be called by the President or by the Executive Board and shall be called upon the written request of ten members of the Society.  The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call.  Except in cases of emergency, at least three days notice shall be given.  

Section III
Fifty percent of the members of GSAIS plus one shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VI

Section I
There shall be an Executive Committee comprised of the elected


officers with charge of matters of policy, including the interpretation


of this constitution.  

ARTICLE VII

Section I
Committees, standing or special, shall be appointed by the President as GSAIS or the Executive Board shall from time to time deem necessary to carry on the work of GSAIS.  The President shall be ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.  

ARTICLE VIII

Section I
Funds in the treasury of the GSAIS shall be obtained from gifts 


and donations received, fund raising activities by the GSAIS and 


membership fees.  

ARTICLE IX

Section I
This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting provided that three-fourths of the members are present to vote and two-thirds of the present members vote in the affirmative adoption of the amendment.  Proposed amendments should be submitted in writing two weeks in advance of the said meeting date.  

