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• (j) Nothing in this section shall be 

construed to prevent the operation of 

self-propelled grain combines or other 

self-propelled farm equipment with or 

without implements, not exceeding 25 

feet in width on any highway
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• Combines or equipment which exceed 

10 feet in width may be operated only if 

they meet all of the conditions listed in 

this subsection.



• (1) The equipment may only be operated during daylight 
hours. (2) The equipment must display a red flag on front and 
rear ends. The flags shall not be smaller than three feet wide 
and four feet long. The flags shall be attached to a stick, pole, 
staff, etc., not less than four feet long and they shall be 
attached to the equipment as to be visible from both directions 
at all times while being operated on the public highway for not 
less than 300 feet. (3) Equipment covered by this section, 
which by necessity must travel more than 10 miles or where by 
nature of the terrain or obstacles the flags referred to in 
subdivision (2) of this subsection are not visible from both 
directions for 300 feet at any point along the proposed route, 
must be preceded at a distance of 300 feet and followed at a 
distance of 300 feet by a flagman in a vehicle having mounted 
thereon an appropriate warning light or flag. No flagman in a 
vehicle shall be required pursuant to this subdivision if the 
equipment is being moved under its own power or on a trailer 
from any field to another field, or from the normal place of 
storage of the vehicle to any field, for no more than ten miles 
and if visible from both directions for 300 feet at any point 
along the proposed route. 
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• Every trailer or semitrailer shall carry at 
the rear, in addition to the originally 
equipped lamps, a red reflector of the 
type which has been approved by the 
Commissioner and which is so located 
as to height and is so maintained as to 
be visible for at least 500 feet when 
opposed by a motor vehicle displaying 
lawful undimmed lights at night on an 
unlighted highway.
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• it shall not be necessary for a trailer 
weighing less than 4,000 pounds, or a trailer 
described in G.S. 20-51(6) weighing less than 
6,500 pounds, to carry or be equipped with a 
rear lamp, provided such vehicle is equipped 
with and carries at the rear two red reflectors 
of a diameter of not less than three inches, 
such reflectors to be approved by the 
Commissioner, and which are so designed 
and located as to height and are maintained 
so that each reflector is visible for at least 
500 feet when approached by a motor vehicle 
displaying lawful undimmed headlights at 
night on an unlighted highway.
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• If any trailer or semitrailer is so loaded 

or is of such dimensions as to obscure 

the stoplight on the towing vehicle, 

then such vehicle shall also be 

equipped with one stoplight.
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• Farm tractors operated on a highway at 
night must be equipped with at least 
one white lamp visible at a distance of 
500 feet from the front of the tractor 
with at least one red lamp visible at a 
distance of 500 feet to and the rear of 
the tractor. Two red reflectors each 
having a diameter of at least four 
inches may be used on the rear of the 
tractor in lieu of the red lamp.
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