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The Need for Highway Safetyé

ÅñBe Seen and Be Safeò program 

conducted in 2004

ïTobacco Farmer Ted Keen was the 

catalyst for this program.

ÅHigh profile crashes in area

../../../Grant/wilsonax.mpg
../../../Grant/wilsonax.mpg


The Need for Action
Å Almost 1500 farm tractor 

crashes in N.C.  (1995 ï1999)*

Å In seven-county area 

ïSix in top 12 in farm vehicle 

crashes

ï20.4 % population increase 

in last decade

ïFarm operations increased 

in size by 18 %

ïLarger operations mean 

greater travel distances 

with equipment

* UNC Highway Safety Center

COUNTY CRASHES

Johnston 49

Pitt 40

Wayne 40

Edgecombe 35

Nash 33

Wilson 29

Greene 23



Project Funding

ÅNorth Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund 

Commission awarded a grant of $196,114.



Highways Safety Meeting 

Goals

ÅEncourage farmers to be proactive regarding 

safe equipment operation on highways 

ÅFarmers will understand current equipment 

marking standards

ÅFarmers will understand laws pertaining to 

farm machinery operation on highways



Types of Farm Vehicle Crashes

Left Turn

27%

Rear End / Slowing 

Down

24%

Other

13%

Angle

11%

Sideswipe

10%

Not Stated

7%

Hit Parked Vehicle

4%

Backing

4%

* Data obtained from UNC Highway Safety Research Center



Left Turn Crashes



When Crashes Occur

Å38.3% of crashes occurred between         
2 PM and 6 PM

ÅHighest number of crashes occurred in 
the month of May

Å79% occurred during daylight hours



Who Was At Fault

Neither 

Operator

6%

Both 

Operators

17%

Farm Vehicle 

Operator

35%

"Other" 

Vehicle 

Operator

42%



Major Types of Violations

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Failure to Reduce Speed

Improper Passing

Safe Movement Violation

Exceeding Safe Speed

Exceeding Speed Limit

Improper Equipment

Left of Center

Failure to Yield

Improper Signal

Farm Vehicle Other Vehicle



What the Farmer Can Do

- Improve visibility

- Improve communications

- Know and follow the laws



Improve Visibility

ÅSMV emblem indicates machinery is traveling 
less than 25 mph

ÅReplace SMV emblems with ASAE S276.5 or 
ASAE S276.6
ïMore fade resistant

ïGreatly improved reflectivity

ïMany local outlets stock older SMV emblems

ÅLocated on rear, near the center, and 2 ï6 ft 
above the ground.



Leftïnew sign, old standard

Centerïnew sign, new standard

Rightïold sign, old standard



Improve Visibility

Current Standard:  ASAE S279.12



Improve Your Visibility

ÅRegularly check & repair lighting system

ÅAdd high-visibility lighting

ïStrobe lights for tractors and other self-

propelled machinery

ïElevated tail lights for towing trailers








