


Experienced speech-language pathologists have many career options 
available, including the following: 
• Hospitals and rehabilitation centers • State and local health departments 
• Private practice • Home health agencies 
• Elementary and secondary schools • Long-term facilities 
• Colleges and universities  

How Much Will I Make?
Salaries range from $40,000 to $80,000 for the majority of  
members of  the American Speech-Language and Hearing 
Association. In North Carolina, the starting salary for 10 months 
of  employment by the Department of  Public Instruction is 
$45,000. The average starting salary for a clinical position is about 
$48,000. University salaries for professors in early stages of  a career 
range from $76,000 to $120,000.  

What Physical, Personal, or Social Qualities
Should I Have?
During your career, you will have maximum patient contact and 

disabilities. You must have a sincere interest in the handicapped 
population, with particular interest in communication problems. A 
basic humanitarian philosophy is a necessity.

What Are the Educational Requirements?
The minimum education requirement for the professions of  
speech-language pathology is a master’s degree. The profession of  
clinical audiology has transitioned to a minimum-level requirement 
of  a doctoral degree. Generally, speech-language pathologists and 
audiologists who wish to work in research and development or 

BS in Speech and Hearing Sciences
Speech-language pathologists can earn their bachelor’s degree in speech 
and hearing sciences or a related discipline and then enter the graduate 
program in speech-language pathology.  Since the master’s degree 
is the minimum level of  preparation for persons seeking 

work professionally, but is designed to prepare you for graduate studies.

How Do I Apply to the BS Program?
You should apply to the BS in speech and hearing sciences in 
the spring semester of  your sophomore year. In order to be 
considered for admission to the department, you must have a 
minimum cumulative GPA of  3.0, must have completed CSDI 
2100 with a grade of  B or better. You must also be interviewed

 

 

Contact
Deborah Bengala 
bengalad@ecu.edu
www.ecu.edu/csd

MS in Communication Sciences and Disorders
Candidates for the MS in communication sciences and disorders 
may select from the major emphasis areas of  speech-language 
pathology and communication sciences.

A background of undergraduate courses in speech and hearing 
sciences is essential. For those students who do not have an 

must be taken prior to formally beginning the MS degree sequence. 
The following undergraduate courses or their equivalent must be 
taken prior to acceptance into the graduate program: 
• CSDI 3010. Phonetics
• CSDI 3020. Language Development
• CSDI 3030. Speech Science–Anatomy, Physiology, and Acoustics
•  CSDI 3050. Acquisition and Development of  Phonology 

and Articulation
•  CSDI 3105. Hearing Scieence 
• CSDI 4100. Introduction to Audiology
• CSDI 4110. Aural Rehabilitation

Doctoral Programs  
The doctoral programs are designed for advanced scholars with 
interest in communication sciences and disorders. There are two 
doctoral programs—the PhD in communication sciences and 
disorders and the clinical doctorate in audiology (i.e., AuD), which 

sciences and disorders. The PhD in communication sciences and 
disorders is designed to provide doctoral students with a program 
in a major area of  focus (speech-language pathology, audiology, 
or communication sciences). The AuD in the joint AuD/PhD is 
designed to provide students with a strong clinical background in 

PhD. All PhD students are required to take course work in a science 

acoustics and language science (speech-language pathology 
concentration), a support core taken across disciplines, a statistics 
core, and an area of  concentration developed with the major 
professor. In addition, students enrolled in the joint AuD/PhD in 
communication sciences and disorders are required to take course 
work in a clinical audiology core and complete a clinical residency. 
All students are required to complete a dissertation project prior to 
being awarded the degree.

Opportunities for Learning More About 
the Profession
CSDI 2100–Introduction to Communication Disorders gives 

semesters.

Contact
Dr. Kathleen Cox, Director of Master’s Education
coxka@ecu.edu
Dr. Andrew Stuart, Director of Doctoral Education
stuarta@ecu.edu
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prior to formal admission into the department.  These
requirements are generally completed by the end of  spring
semester of  your sophomore year.


