In a constant effort to produce the most competent and caring physicians, The Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina University adopted a computer requirement policy that began with the Class of 2005. Computers are necessary because instruction in the School of Medicine includes many essential elements that are only available in electronic form, because facility with the electronic management of information will be necessary for modern physicians, and because computer-based communication tools are a key part of a distributed academic medical center.  There have been a significant number of work hours and decisions regarding this requirement to ensure that you will be receiving the most useful technology available to you as an aspiring physician. These are just some of the reasons computer ownership is important during your professional academic years.

Many students can be overwhelmed by the options, accessories, and software considerations. 
Our goal is to make the process of purchasing computer equipment simple. We are committed to training each student to make full use of the hardware and software outlined in this requirement.  The school is recommending that you purchase one from ECU Dowdy Student Students with a 4 year warranty so that you will benefit from our on-site technical and hardware support (includes a loaner if your laptop is being serviced).  Those who do not meet this requirement will not have hardware support available at the School of Medicine.  Please note that if you opt to purchase a Macintosh, you will need to get one that runs Windows.
In an effort to help lower your costs, we have located a site that allows you to order Microsoft Office 2007 Ultimate for $59.95! (Windows users only) The website for this offer is http://microsoft.com/student/discounts/theultimatesteal-us/default.aspx 

You can even purchase your laptop or tablet during tax-free weekend (Aug. 7-Aug. 9) to save on costs.  http://epos2-phx.sequoiars.com/ePOS?this_category=15&store=458&form=shared3%2fgm%2fmain%2ehtml&design=458
Because BSOM has a computer ownership requirement, a computer purchase allowance of $1610.95 is automatically included in the financial aid package for students who complete the 2009-2010 FAFSA application. Financial aid awards are divided equally between fall and spring semesters, however you will be required to pay for your computer in full at time of purchase. Please note to budget accordingly.
HOW TO ORDER ONLINE:

Click on the link to order from Dowdy Student Stores;
http://www.ecu.edu/cs-admin/studentstores/Ace/Ordering.cfm 
Click on the link found in option #2 Online Order
Select ECU ACE Initiative - Lenovo & Apple Computers. under Technology Shop heading.

Select the Medical School link
Place order
Your order will be available for pickup during the Brody School of Medicine's computer distribution during orientation Aug. 11 & 12 if you opt to preorder and pickup during orientation. Training is required and will be conducted during orientation.
We look forward to working with you to take advantage of the many possibilities that computer technology offers for medical education and medical care.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Susan Thornton at (252)328-9270 or email thorntons@ecu.edu
