2008 Faculty Presentations

Gerontological Society of America Presentations

Dr. Anne Dickerson, pictured right, participated at the GSA conference at
National Harbor in Maryland on November 19-25, 2008. Dr. Dickerson was
one of four participants in an international symposium on older drivers on
the Measurement of Older Driver Safety: The Pros and Cons of Different
Approaches. Dr. Dickerson’s presentation described the Examination of
the Occupational Therapy Driving Assessment Process while other papers
examined using simulation, GPS technology, and instrumented vehicles in
both the United States and Canada. Dr. Dickerson also presented her
student master’s project with a poster: Ol der Adul t s’
Effectiveness of Carfit. Students who worked on the project were Courtney
Cosentino, Kimberly Hocking, and lesha Hernandez. Dr. Dickerson is an
active member of the Transportation and Aging Special Interest Group of
GSA that sponsored a white paper on transportation with the older adult last year. Dr. Dickerson
coordinated those efforts that resulted in a paper published in The Gerontologist, the official publication
of GSA. That paper is the leading referenced for research driving and community mobility of older
adults (Dickerson, A.E. et al. (2007). Transportation and Aging: A Research Agenda for Advancing Safe
Mobility. The Gerontologist, 47,578-590.)

North Carolina Conference on Aging in Greenville on October 28 -30 ™, 2008

On October 28 through the 30 ™, the North
Carolina Conference on Aging convened at
the Greenville Convention Center and Hilton
Hotel. Many state leaders attended the
meeting and offer their perspectives on aging
in the state of North Carolina.

Occupational Therapy was well represented!
Dr. Jane Painter participated on apa nel of
examples from ECU on research being done
at the opening plenary luncheon. Dr. Painter

: also presented with Lynn Beattie, Ellen
Schneider, and Leslie Allen on Fostering National, State, and Community Collaboration to
Reduce Older Adult Falls and Fall  -Related Injuries in the afternoon. The next day, Dr.
Painter presented her student supervised research on Effectiveness of Tai Chi Exercise and
Fall Prevention Education among Seniors Living in a Continual Care Facility.

-

Dr. Leonard Truijillo presented The Effectiveness of the Interactive Metronome an
Intervention for Post Stroke/CVA Clients with Kelley Gleason, another student project.



Our newest faculty member, Denise Donica, pictured right, presented on
spirituality, a study she completed in Indiana. The title was The Importance
of Addressing Spirituality Throughout the Continuum of Care: The
Application of the Psychospiritual Integration Frame of Reference.

Dr. Anne Dickerson had two presentations. First, she presented a poster with her research student
Daryl Bourgeois and colleague Dr. Tim Reistetter. Their poster was Comparing Two Brake Reaction
Timers: What Does it Mean for Older Drivers. The poster session was scheduled during Tuesday’s
Evening welcome reception and was well attended! Dr. Dickerson also presented with Cyndee
Crompton, an occupational therapist who is a driving evaluator. They presented on Keeping Drivers on

t he Road: The Oc c WMgnpaof durcenoad yearthdents avgrewdlusteeR forlthe .
conference and attended many of the sessions.

Daryl Bourgeois, OT student, at poster session Anne Dickerson and Cyndee Crompton

Graduate Students Present at the North Carolina Occupational Therapy

Conference!
Eight occupational therapy students were honored by presenting their thesis research
projects at the North Carolina Occupational Therapy Conference on September 19 -20, 2008

in Concord, North Carolina.

Pictured left: Courtney Cosentino and Dr. Anne Dickerson



Courtney Cosentino, Kimberly Hoc king, and lesha Hernandez were students that completed

a masterds project with Carfit. Their poster
Participantsd Percepti on o fDr. AnmeDickessenfandlDn dasesPairter
were their faculty = member mentors and assisted them with the study.

Daryl Bourgeoisb6és study was on the comparison
summarized his findings with the poster: Comparison of Brake Reaction Times Between
AAA and RT -2S Brake Reaction Simulators. Dr. Anne Dickerson and Dr. Tim Reistetter
assisted with the completion of his project by collecting over 100 students completing

timing tests on two timers. The third poster was on the Motion Analysis of Upper Extremity
Movement Smoothness. This work h as been supervised under the research of Dr. Tim
Reistetter. Kelly Grayburn was at the conference, but Julie Burke, Corinne Burns, and

Amanda Todd were the four students who assisted with the completion of the study.
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AMPS International Conference in Canada

| Pictured left, Dr. Anne Dickerson presenting

Dr. Anne Dickerson was invited to speak at the 2008 International AMPS Symposium:

Measuring, Planning, and Implementing Occupation -based Programs on July 30, 2008 in
Nova Scotia, Canada. The paper was based on the work she and her colleagues are doing

with the Research for Older Driver Initiative (ROADI) and the paper was titled: Use of an
Occupational Therapy IADL Assessment for S creening Older Adult Drivers. Drs. Tim
Reistetter and Leonard Trujillo were also authors of the paper. The paper was very well

received and one of the strongest research design papers presented.
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The group of international presenters at the AMPS confer ence representing over 13 countries

American Occupational Therapy Conference

The 88" Annual Conference and Expo of the American Occupational Therapy Association in Long Beach,
CA, was well represented by faculty of the Department of Occupational Therapy! Five faculty members
attended the conference and most of those presented at the conference.

Most exciting were two posters that resulted from research from graduate student’s research projects.
Dr. Anne Dickerson represented the four student authors of the poster On the Road to Safety:
Standardizing the RT-2S Brake Reaction Time Tester. The student researchers were Meredith Parnell,
Stephanie Robinson, Kristin Stone, and Kristin Whitley.

Research Poster on brake Reaction Timer: Research by students

Dr. Leonard Trujillo also had a poster: Improving Finger Dexterity in Older Adults with the Interactive
Metronome as Primary Intervention. His student contributors include Lindsay Alspaugh, Sandy Gant, and
Amanda Garner.
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Drs. Anne Dickerson, Leonard Trujillo and Tim Reistetter



Dr. Anne Dickerson and Dr. Timothy Reistetter presented a research paper on Friday afternoon to a full
crowd! They spoke about their research and how Occupational Therapists can Screen Drivers without
Getting Behind the Wheel. This paper was part of a panel of three papers on Driving and Community
Mobility. Dr. Leonard Trujillo was also an author on the paper.

First picture below:
Dr. Anne Dickerson (NC), Dr. Paula Bohr (MO), Elin Schold-Davis (MN), and Pam Toto (PA) were the key
presenters for this AOTA Institute.

Second picture below:
Letha Mosely (AK), Rory Fluman (NY), and Jane Painter (NC) assisted with the three large groups of CarFit
participants.

As a leader in Driving and Community Mobility, Dr. Anne Dickerson was invited to be one of the key

presenters in the AOTAinstitute:Car Fi t Technician Training: Occupat:i
Community Event. This successful event was completely booked two weeks after the conference

program was mailed. With completion of this presentation, Dr. Dickerson becomes one of the few

occupational therapists who are instructors in the CarFit program and able to train technicians and

event coordinators for the program. Dr. Jane Painter also assisted with the institute by working as one

of the session’s group coordinators.

American Society on Aging

On March 28, 2008, Dr. Anne Dickerson presented a poster presentation Driver Safety Program for
Older Adults at the American Society of Aging Conference in Washington, DC. Co-authors were Amy
Wentz and Ashley Christopher, master’s students who completed the study as their project. The study
demonstrated that older adults may reevaluate their driving skills and the importance of driving when



changes with aging that affect driving are reviewed. Amy and Ashley are now working as occupational
therapists and were unable to attend.

International Conference on Aging Disability and Independence

Drs. Anne Dickerson and Tim Reistetter
presented at ICADI on February 21, 2008.

Dr. Leonard Trujillo presented
at the ICADI on February 22, 2008.

On February 20-23, 2008, the International Conference on Aging, Disability, and Independence
convened in St. Petersburg, Florida. ECU was well represented. Dr. Anne Dickerson and Dr. Timothy
Reistetter presented Comparison of Pre-Driving Assessments for Behind the Wheel Performance in the
Transportation track of the conference. Dr. Leonard Trujillo was also an author on this presentation. In
the Assistive Technology track, Dr. Leonard Trujillo presented The Computer Assisted Visual Perception
Training Program and in the Cross Cutting Issues track, Dr. Tim Reistetter discussed his poster Upper
Extremity Movement Smoothness During Reaching: Case Studies Exploring Temporal and Object
Characteristics for Individuals with Movement Disorders with participants at the evening poster session
and reception.



Dr. Tim Re|stetter with his poster

Kim.Brown, Bri:;n Hummel, Megan Terrio,
and Dr. Carol Lust presented their work
at the Mills Symposium.

Dr. Carol Lust and three graduate students presented Head Start — Early Health Intervention at the 5th
Annual Jean Mills Health Symposium on February 15, 2008. The presentation described the work Dr.
Lust and students are doing with pre-writing activities for children in the Head Start program, here in
Greenville, NC. As an intervention for getting children started earlier with skills, the transition to writing
can be enhanced.

Dr. Tara Jeffs and Dr. Leonard Trujillo

Dr. Leonard Trujillo, with colleagues Tara Jeffs from the College of Education and Cindy George from
George Mason University presented at the Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) conference
in Orlando, Florida on January 30- February 2, 2008. Their presentation was called: Conducting



Successful AT Assessments: Innovative Tools and Strategies. They shared innovative tools and strategies
needed to conduct AT Assessments and unveiled a new assessment protocol and shared the use of
animated avatars.



