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Megan Lucas, Recipient of the Jessica King Memorial Scholarship 

Megan Lucas has been selected to receive the Jessica King Memorial Scholarship for the 2008-
2009 academic year. She is a second year graduate student in the Department of Occupational 
Therapy. 

In her application, Megan spoke to her desire to work with older adults first because of her 
strong relationship with her own grandparents.  She also likes interaction with older adults 

because of their ability to understand how occupational therapy can impact their lives.  She described her previous 
experiences with older adults being rewarding, as she listened to unique stories of their lives. 

The Department is proud of Megan and all the other students who applied for the scholarship! 

 

A December Occupational Therapy Graduation! 

 
The Occupational Therapy Class of 2008 at the ceremony. 
 

On December 13, 2008, the Department celebrated the graduation of twenty graduate students in the Brody 
Building’s auditorium. 

The Class of 2008 completed the 27 months of didactic work and most recently, the six months of clinical fieldwork 
from pediatrics to geriatrics in a variety of settings from North Carolina to California! 

The ceremony was unique for our graduate program in that is was just the Occupational Therapy Department.  Dr. 
Leonard Trujillo, chair of the department, welcomed the group and introduced the invited speaker, Ms. Wanda 
Bennett, an ECU alumni and adjunct faculty member.  Stephen Thomas, Dean of the College of Allied Health 
Sciences congratulated the students and assisted Dr. Trujillo with the hooding of the students.  Emily Parker was 
presented with an award for outstanding student and also presented her fellow classmates with a few words of 
goodbye and encouragement. 

The ceremony closed with a slide show of many moments in the class of 2008’s last two years.  A reception from 
the Department followed the ceremony and was enjoyed by students, faculty members, family, and friends. 
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Emily Parker giving her address, with Dr. Leonard Trujillo, Ms. Wanda 
Bennett and Dr. Stephen Thomas on stage. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR OUTSTANDING STUDENTS! 
 
 

    
Emily Parker, Rachel Hill, Kelly Grayburn, Kelley Gleason and Courtney Consentino 
were named outstanding students at the Homecoming College event. 

Five of our 2008 graduate occupational therapy students were honored on November 8, 2008 at the College of 
Allied Health Sciences Homecoming event. 

The students were selected by faculty members as being outstanding academically, in service to the department 
and their peers, and in the position to be promising occupational therapists. 

Congratulations to all the members of the class of 2008, but especially to Emily, Rachel, Kelly, Kelley and Courtney. 

 

 

Dr. Beth Velde becomes Director of ECU Outreach Scholars Academy 

As many of our alumni know, Dr. Beth Velde has always been activity engaged in 
community outreach as exemplified by her work in the community of Tillery, NC, 
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quality of life research with the Caswell Center, and service activities with parents and their children with 
Aspergers Syndrome. 

The Division of Research and Graduate Studies has recognized this expertise and have recently opened the ECU 
Outreach Scholars Academy with Beth Velde as the director. 

The Academy will develop engaged scholars who are leaders in their professions, working with communities to 
improve the quality of life and foster economic prosperity for North Carolinians.  It will provide professional 
development for faculty and enable them to pursue rigorous sponsored scholarship related to curricular 
engagement, outreach and partnerships. 

Dr. Velde will continue to teach a limited number of courses in the program, but will spend a majority of her time 
with this new endeavor. 

North Carolina Conference on Aging 

 
Melissa Powell and Karen Wuzinger were 
just two of the many occupational therapy 
students who helped at the conference. 

On October 28 through the 30th, the North Carolina Conference on Aging convened at the Greenville Convention 
Center and Hilton Hotel. Many state leaders attended the meeting and offer their perspectives on aging in the 
state of North Carolina.Many members of the Occupational Therapy Department attended. Click here to see 
faculty presentations to get the details. 

     
Jane Painter, Paula Josey, Leslie Allison                
are all members of the Fall Prevention Coalition Members    

  

Dr. Anne Dickerson met with Ann Johnson, 
/ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
on Aging and a staunch advocate for the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

https://author.ecu.edu/cs-dhs/ot/presentations.cfm
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Occupational Therapy Students Become CarFit Technicians! 
 

 
 

Seventeen occupational therapy graduate students gave up their Saturday morning on October 25th to become 
CarFit technicians. 

CarFit is an educational program developed in collaboration with AAA (American Automobile Association), AARP 
and the American Occupational Therapy Association. 

CarFit offers older adults 1) the opportunity to check out how well their personal vehicles "fit" them and 2) 
information and materials for community-specific resources and activities that could make their personal vehicles 
"fit" better, enhance their safety as drivers, or increase their mobility in the community. 

Dr. Anne Dickerson, one of few nationally trained instructors, did a three hour workshop with the last hour spent 
with students going through the checklist with their own cars. 

Fortunately the rain stopped long enough for all the participants to get through the checklist. The plan is for 
students to participate in an event this spring.  Dr. Dickerson will plan another training for the students who were 
unable to make this workshop. 
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North Carolina Selected for NCST Grant and ECU Professor is Team Leader. 

 
The NC Team at the Dallas Conference 
 

As a member of the North Carolina Coalition for Older Drivers, Dr. Anne Dickerson volunteered to be the team 
leader to submit a grant to the National Center of Senior Transportation (NCST) and National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NTSHA).  The purpose of the grant was to support the development of a state 
transportation plan for older adults.  The grant was submitted in June and only six states were selected for funding.  
In August, Dr. Dickerson was notified that North Carolina was one of the states selected and 10 members of the 
Coalition attended a 2-day workshop in Dallas, Texas to draft the action plan for the state.  In addition to the grant-
supported workshop, the grant supports the implementation of the plans with $5,000.  Dr. Dickerson is leading the 
development to this state plan with the help of other team members. Team members include critical state agency 
employees who have a vested interest in older driver safety and community mobility.  Members of the team 
included:  Dr. Anne Dickerson, ECU and Team Leader; Phyllis Bridgeman, Division of Aging and Adult Services; 
Susan Stewart, NC Division of Motor Vehicles; Miriam Perry, Public Transportation Director; Suzanne LaFollette-
Black, AARP; Billy Overton, State Highway Patrol; Cliff Braam, Traffic Safety; Sharon Rhyne, Public Health; Cheryl 
Leonard, Governor’s Highway Safety; and Cyndee Crompton, Driver Rehabilitation Specialist.   The team will 
working on their action plan over the next year and submitting monthly progress reports to the federal agencies. 
 

North Carolina Occupational Therapy Conference  

Dr. Leonard Trujillo, Dr. Anne Dickerson, and Dr. Beth Velde  attended the North 

Carolina Occupational Therapy Association meeting in Concord, North Carolina on 

September 19 -20, 2008. The Department organized an informal meet and greet of alumni 

after sessions on Friday afternoon. It was a fun affair for all. In addition eight students 

presented three posters sessions throughout the two days. Click here to more de tails on 

their posters.  
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Below, ECU Alumni at NCOTA  

    
 

    
 

Occupational Therapy Picnic  

 

 
 

On August 20, 2008, the new class of 20 occupational therapy students joined the faculty 

members and graduating class of 2008 for a traditional picnic of hot dogs and fun at Dr. 

Jane Painterôs home in Greenville.  The Academic and Student Affairs committee did a great 

job in organizing the event.  Most students attended and everyone seemed to have a great 
time.  

Th e State Farm Good Neighbor Citizenship Grant Awards Grant  

In March, Dr. Anne Dickerson was notified that she was awarded a $15,000 State Farm 

Good Neighbor Citizenship grant to develop a on - line driving course for occupational 

therapists. The goal of the p roject is to develop a series of on - line or distance education 

courses designed for the generalist occupational therapists to develop the knowledge and 

skills to evaluate and train older adult in driving. Courses would be developed based on 
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federal highway  guidelines, laws, regulations, and current research. The first set of modules 

would be designed for the occupational therapist who works with older adults and who 

needs to address driving as part of the discharge planning for any client. It will also addr ess 

the baby boomerôs desire to remain safe drivers and how professionals need to do screening 

for problems with vision, motor, or cognition that affect driving. The second level of 

modules will address the therapist who is transitioning from a generalist role to a 

specializing as driving evaluator. The plan is for the first course to be available in spring 

2009.  

  

2008 Occupational Therapy Class 

 
Members of the Class of 2008 
 

On May 12, the majority of the 2008 Occupational Therapy class started their summer fieldwork clinical 
experiences. We are proud of this group of students that have maintained high grade point averages and 
successfully completed master’s projects. On April 29th, these students presented their projects to the 
occupational therapy community at the Monroe Conference Center. Each project contributed the knowledge base 
of occupational therapy with the assistance of doctoral level faculty members. These can be viewed at 

http://www.ecu.edu/cs-dhs/ot/mastersprojects2008.cfm. The students will graduate this December and be 
eligible for the certification exam as soon as their grades are complete. Congratulations! 
 

 
A fun look at the members of the Class of 2008! 
 

http://www.ecu.edu/cs-dhs/ot/mastersprojects2008.cfm
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New Faculty Member! 
 
The Department of Occupational Therapy welcomes Denise K. Donica, DHS, 
OTR as a new assistant professor! She started on May 5, 2008 and will be 
teaching this summer with the professional master’s degree students in one 
of the intervention courses. 
Dr. Donica earned her Doctor of Health Science in December 2007 from the 
University of Indianapolis. Her occupational therapy degree is from Indiana 
University (1999) and she also has a bachelor's degree from Indiana 
University in psychology and criminal justice. Before coming to Greenville, 
Dr. Donica was an instructor at the University of Indianapolis in the 
professional master’s degree program in occupational therapy as well as a 

staff therapist at Ball Memorial Hospital. 
 
Dr. Donica's focus of clinical practice has been with the pediatric population, although she also has extensive 
experience with adult clients in a variety of settings. She is Level 1 certified in Handwriting Without Tears® and is 
currently a consultant and workshop presenter for Handwriting Without Tears®. She has implemented community-
based programs to facilitate handwriting development in children from low-income families and worked with 
children individually and in small group settings. Her current research includes the completion of a historical 
research study on the development of handwriting instruction and a current outcomes research study on a 
handwriting enhancement program she developed at a local public school. 
 
Dr. Donica is married and has one daughter. We welcome Denise Donica to the Department and to Greenville!! 
 
 

 
Dr. Jane Painter, Leading in Falls Prevention 
 
Dr. Jane Painter has become one of the leaders in Fall Prevention, especially in 
terms of community education. In October, Dr. Painter, along with Dr. Leslie 
Allison from the ECU Physical Therapy Department and Eastern Area Health 
Education Center received a $25,000 federal block grant with Carolina Geriatric 
Education Center. It is the only grant in North Carolina to focus on fall prevention 
and intervention to train rural primary care providers on how to assess an older 
person’s susceptibility for falls. The first phase, already underway, are surveys to 
determine the current standard of practice for area primary care physicians 
regarding screening seniors for fall risk. 
 

Dr. Painter and Dr. Allison were also identified as strategic leaders in planning a statewide falls prevention initiative 
- the North Carolina Falls Prevention Coalition by the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services. 
These faculty members will provide the leadership for this coalition. 
Additionally, Dr. Painter has also been invited to serve on the: 

 Carolina Geriatric Education Center Consortium through the UNC Center for Aging, and  

 Become an AARP Health Specialist for CarFit and trained in the Powerful Tools for Caregivers. 
 
 

 
Advancing Occupational Therapy:  Linking Research to Practice 
 
On Tuesday, April 29th, 2008 twenty students presented their master’s degree 
projects to the community. This annual symposium provides an opportunity for 
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occupational therapy personnel, consumers of occupational therapy services, and others to gather ideas and 
information o current and future practice trends and professionals issues in occupational therapy. This year, the 
Department was honored to have 
 
Sharon Elliott, Chair of the AOTA Geronotology Special Interest Section, give the key note address. Her 
presentation on A Kaleidoscope of Leadership Opportunities addressed the emerging practice areas and need for 
leaders to drive change in the occupational therapy field. Sharon is an alumni of the occupational therapy post-
professional program and continues to practice in Greenville, NC. 
 
  
  
AOTA Conference Attended by Students and Faculty 
 

 
ECU Students Emily Parker, Joni Long, Megan Terrio, and Cherie Newton flank Wendy Wood, one of our leading occupational therapy scientists right 
before the Eleanor Slagle Lecture. 
 

The 88th Annual Conference and Expo of the American Occupational Therapy Association in Long Beach, CA, was 
well represented by faculty of the Department of Occupational Therapy! Five faculty members attended the 
conference and most of those presented at the conference. (See faculty presentations). Five fortunate students 
also attended the conference. Their enthusiasm for the presentations and thrill to meet leaders in the field was 
clear. Our hope is more students will present and attend conferences in the future – both at national and state 
level. 
 

 
ECU Students also got to meet Dr. Barbara Schell, one of the editors of Willard and Spackman - their classic textbook. 
 

 
 
 

https://author.ecu.edu/cs-dhs/ot/presentations.cfm
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Faculty Recognition Awards 
 

 
Anne and Tim show their awards for authorship this past year. 
 

On April 2, 2008 Dr. Timothy Reistetter and Dr. Anne Dickerson joined others in the College of Allied Health 
Sciences to be honored by the Division of Health Sciences at the 3rd Annual Faculty Author Recognition Awards. 
This year, there was a luncheon that both attended and received recognition for authorships over the last year. 
 

 
 
 
NIH Grant for Tim Reistetter 
 
The Occupational Therapy Department is very proud to announce that Dr. 
Timothy Reistetter has been selected as Scholar for the Rehabilitation 
Research Career Development Program, sponsored by the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH). This very select group of scholar recipients will be mentored 
by the leading researchers in the fields of occupational therapy and physical 
therapy. NIH’s goal with the career development program is to attract and 
support a broad cohort of basic and clinical investigators for research on 
improving the lives of people with chronic physical disabilities. Tim will be 
mentored by Dr. Kenneth Ottenbacher, the Director of the RRCD Program in 
the Division of Rehabilitation Sciences at the University of Texas Medical 

Branch in Galveston, Texas. Tim will be primarily working in Galveston for the next 18 months with the plan to 
return to ECU to fully mobilize his motion analysis lab. ECU will get funding from NIH to hire faculty during the time 
Tim will be gone. 
 


