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Health Sciences Division Smoke-Free Plan

This policy applies to all faculty, staff, students, patients and to all visitors and contractors.

POLICY:


· There will be NO SMOKING in any building of the ECU Health Sciences complex or its satellite clinics or offices.  This includes both leased owned facilities.
· There will be NO SMOKING by patients or visitors on the Health Sciences Center complex grounds, or at Health Sciences Center satellite clinics or offices.

· There will be NO SMOKING by employees or students on the general Health Sciences Center complex grounds; smoking on the Health Sciences Center campus by ECU employees and students is permitted but limited to the two designated smoking areas indicated on the attached map.

· This policy WILL TAKE EFFECT on January 1, 2009.  

· There will be a six month preparation or “lead in” period beginning July 1, 2008.  During this period:

· Students and employees will be informed about the designated areas and smoking cessation resource available to them.

· Patients will be notified that there will be no smoking on HSC grounds during their visit

· PCMH will be notified and asked to inform their employees

· Signage will be posted and physical modifications made.

· All students, faculty, staff, and visitors are expected to comply with this policy.
· Offsite facilities: If a BSOM or HSC facility is located off campus or distant from the Health Science Center campus, making use of the 2 designated smoking sites at the Health Science complex impractical, that facility may propose either a designated smoking area or a ban on smoking at the discretion of their director or chair, for approval by the Dean of the college or school. 
· This policy will be evaluated in 18 months.
	POLICY GOALS:
	1. To protect faculty, staff, students and visitors from exposure to second hand tobacco smoke.

2. To protect the HSC environment from adverse effects of smoking, such as fires, litter, etc.

3. To convey to members of the HSC community who are smokers that they are respected and regarded as valuable colleagues.  In return they will respect and comply with this policy.

4. To avoid draconian measures which are unenforceable and foster dangerous or counterproductive behavior such as covert smoking in restrooms, stairwells, curbsides, etc.

5. To encourage and support smoking cessation efforts of employees and students by providing information, about the programs and resources available to support them.

	RATIONALE:
	In 18 months time it is anticipated that HSC will have developed:

· Greater cultural acceptance of regulation of smoking, especially at the HSC Building and other satellite buildings

· Effective enforcement tools to support its authority to regulate smoking.

· Effective control by PCMH of its employee smokers using BSOM property.


In the coming years, it is anticipated that a campus-wide smoking policy at ECU will be adopted; this will limit smoking on the main campus, but the policy will differ in scope from the Health Sciences Center plan.  A campus-wide policy may include new enforcement tools or other broad initiatives that will support and strengthen the HSC policy.
DEFINITION:

· There is no “universally accepted” single definition for or concept of what comprises a smoke-free workplace or campus.  PCMH allows patients who are terminally ill or reside in the Psychiatry unit to smoke.  Other institutions claim smoke-free status when smoking is prohibited within the buildings or, alternatively, within 25, 50 or 100 feet of the buildings.

· Health Sciences Center may rightfully claim smoke-free status by implementing this policy.  The designated smoking sites for the employees and students who are on campus for prolonged periods every day, are located in safe, accessible and inconspicuous locations well over 100 feet from any building air intake, gas tank or other hazard, and will protect others from environmental tobacco smoke, fire hazard and litter.  The designated sites are located far enough from any building to introduce a mild disincentive to smoking.  The two designated sites will utilize gazebos for shelter and be located in a safe, well-lighted and accessible site that does not interfere with bus stops or create a traffic hazard.
· For patients and visitors to Health Sciences Center smoking is prohibited for the several hours they are on-campus. 
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