Application for the Lyllian Pearl Eason Physical Therapy Scholarship
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The Lyllian Pearl Eason Physical Therapy Scholarship has been established at East Carolina University in honor of Lyllian P. Eason. “Pearl”, as her family and friends addressed her, was no stranger to physical therapy as she underwent hip surgeries, requiring physical therapy herself.  Although an active lady for many years, she spent the last several years of her life in skilled nursing facilities.  Although she couldn’t get around on her own, she always had a warm encouraging smile for those who passed by her door.  She always had a kind word and thought for every situation.  Her family remembers her for the lessons she taught them about strength, the value of family and hard work, taking care of your neighbors, and looking out for those who are in need. 
The purpose of this scholarship is to assist deserving 3rd year ECU DPT students who have expressed an interest in the practice of geriatric physical therapy, in the hopes of increasing the availability of compassionate specialized care for our elders.  Applications will be available to 3rd year DPT students in the Fall, with awards up to $500.00 granted for the Spring of the 3rd year of the DPT curriculum.
The recipient will be recognized and the scholarship will be awarded at a Fall luncheon. The recipient is required to attend this meeting.
Application Materials

Name _________________________________________________________________

Banner #_____________________________Telephone___________________________

E-mail Address  _________________________________________________________

Local Address_______________________________________________________________
1. Write a brief narrative describing your commitment to the study of and advancement of physical therapy for the geriatric population.

2. Write a brief narrative that would describe your individual approach to providing physical therapy to a nursing home resident who has suffered a hip fracture and underwent an ORIF recently.  The resident is non-weight bearing and has become discouraged and appears to be depressed.  She is not putting forth a strong effort to participate in her physical therapy and is at risk for becoming permanently bed-bound.  This lady raised four children on a farm and was accustomed to walking several miles per day when she was younger.

3. Write a letter to your local politician explaining the importance of increasing funding to programs that provide coverage for physical therapy and rehabilitation services.

Applications are due no later than September 1, 2011. Please print and deliver all applications to Karen Eastwood – or place in her mailbox located in 2405.

