READ 5317: TEACHING READING IN THE JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

East Carolina University



2008 Summer Session I
3 Semester Hours




Sections 670/681
 

Instructor 

Dr. Terry S. Atkinson
224 Speight Building
Office: 252-328-2889

skype name: terry.s.atkinson


Email:  atkinsont@ecu.edu
Catalog Course Description

READ 5317 (3) Knowledge and skills enable prospective junior high and secondary teachers to assess reading levels of students and use methods and materials in keeping with individual interests and needs. Reading capability enhanced through teaching-learning process in each content area. Lecture and lab. May receive credit for only one of READ 3990, 5317. 

What this really means…

Reading in the content areas is extremely important. During this course, we will develop the essential knowledge and skills needed to facilitate the continuing development of the reading capabilities of students in the middle school and the high school. You will learn strategies to help you help adolescents succeed, not only with traditional text, but also with the literacies needed for the 21st century. 
 
Major Objectives
· To develop an understanding of the role of the communication arts in the teaching and learning of content

· To develop knowledge of the nature of the reading process

· To develop knowledge related to characteristics of the learner in the upper grades

· To develop the ability to locate, evaluate, select, and develop appropriate content area materials

· To develop the ability to determine the learner’s approximate reading level

· To develop the ability to determine and develop the learner’s mastery of basic reading, work-study, and survival skills necessary for success in reading content area materials

· To develop the ability to plan effective instruction for teaching in the upper grades

· To develop the ability to design and implement appropriate content area reading instruction

General Course Requirements
· Check Moodle regularly and email daily
· Participate actively in all modules

· Read all assigned materials

· Complete all assignments
Meeting Dates/Time
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As an online course, there will be due dates for work to be completed; however, there is not a specific time that we will “meet” unless arranged in advance. Officially, class will open on Tuesday, May 20, 2008. Class will end on Wednesday, June 25, 2008. All work is due by 8am on Wednesdays. To help you get a head start, the course will open on Friday, May 16 to give you a little extra time to complete the first module in Moodle. To view the ECU Summer Calendar go to
 http://www.ecu.edu/cs-acad/fsonline/customcf/calendar/summer2008.htm 
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Digital Education Contingency Plan

As with any technology, Moodle and other Internet based course delivery systems have the potential for technical problems. To prepare for course downtime or a performance issue that makes the system speed unusable, please do the following:
1. Save and/or print a copy of the syllabus, assignment schedule, and course material available. 

2. Save my email address atkinsont@ecu.edu so that you are able to contact me as necessary.

3. Save the names of fellow classmates, so that you may contact one another through OneStop or Piratemail.

4. If you have difficulty accessing Moodle, determine that the problem is with Moodle/Internet based course site and not your Internet Service Provider. 
Late Work

As a teacher, your attention to organization will have an influence on how adequately you meet the needs of your students. Products completed for this class should reflect your commitment to teaching. Punctuality is a trait that is important for all professionals. Thus, you are expected to submit assignments on time. Late work will only be accepted through a conference with your instructor. This contact must take place before the date due. Late work may result in a lower grade. IF MODULES ONE AND TWO HAVE NOT BEEN COMPLETED BY JUNE 10, A GRADE OF F WILL BE RECORDED FOR THIS COURSE.
Academic Integrity

It is assumed that all students will follow the ECU academic honor code. Please see http://www.ecu.edu/cs-hhp/Academic_integrity.cfm
Special Needs

East Carolina seeks to fully comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students requesting accommodations based on a covered disability must go to the Department for Disability Support Services located in Brewster A-117 to verify the disability before any accommodations may occur. The telephone number is 252-328-6799. If you have a documented learning disability, please contact me to discuss ways that  we might address your needs.

Required Materials
Selecting quality texts is a complex procedure. Many texts were reviewed and these were selected because they seem to best meet the needs of the students and the context of the instruction. We will use these texts for our readings. Module quizzes will be based on readings from the texts and other materials. In other words, YES, you must have the texts!



The above pictured text, Improving Adolescent Literacy: Content Strategies at Work by Fisher and Frey, is our primary resource. In an effort to keep your textbook costs down, this text will be supplemented with articles and web resources.



The text above, 50 Content Area Strategies for Adolescent Literacy by Fisher, Brozo, Frey, and Ivey, will offer you ready made examples. It is an “easy read” and an excellent resource. We will connect the two texts in your module assignments.
List of Other Required Materials
See below for more information. You may also review Course Materials information for a more detailed list of these materials.
· One Novel (trade book) 

· One Read Aloud 

· Two Picture Books 

· Content-Area Text (Basal Text)
Novel
· One Content Related Novel-Select one from the following four titles
The Weirdo by Theodore Taylor                    A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park
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Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli        

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes       
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Read Aloud/Picture Books
· One Read Aloud Text 
· Your choice-You must be able to justify your choice. Additional information about how to make your read aloud text selection is included below:
Additional Details…Making Your Read Aloud Text Selection

After reviewing the NCSCS in your area and reviewing guidelines for incorporating reading aloud, proceed through the following steps:
 

1) Preread Chapter 5 in the Fisher and Frey text. With a greater understanding of the particular application of reading aloud at the middle and secondary level, this additional background knowledge will help you make a better read aloud text choice.
 

2) Many of you who teach in specialized areas in high school may be most concerned about the kinds of read aloud texts that are appropriate in your classes (or future classes). If you are considering graphic novels or comic books, these would most likely not be effective as their medium is so visual in nature. Sharing short texts, such as newspaper or magazine articles that will generate reactions and discussions, are interesting and appropriate. Specifically, begin looking for short pieces (or excerpts from longer pieces) that will help students relate what you are teaching to their own lives. Lack of connection to the real world is one of the main reasons for lack of adolescent engagement in learning. You can use this first read aloud opportunity to address this concern and then begin considering other appropriate opportunities to read aloud to your students. Because you are the content area expert, possibilities may already be surfacing in your mind. For example, newspaper articles would be excellent potential choices for relating to Principles of Business and Personal Finance, Business Law, and Computer Applications courses. There are many individuals in the news today whose dealings relate to the topics of Business and Personal Finance and/or Business Law! 
 

If you can, choose a read aloud text that is somewhat thought-provoking and/or controversial. For instance, read a short article (magazine, newspaper) about a REAL person who chose not to follow some (or one) of the recommended principles that are basic within your courses. (Additionally, if the topic relates to an area of interest for your students, you gain HUGE ground in terms of student engagement.) Real world outcomes (especially when they are current) not only help your students relate what they are learning to real life, but in sharing a current article or selection, you are modeling your own behaviors as a critically literate reader. I find that very few teachers do this. It is amazing that teachers who rarely read in their own lives expect students to do what they tell them to do....even though they do not employ the same practices themselves. If teachers reply that they "don't have the time to read," this reply falls right into "EXCUSEVILLE." The most avid readers whom I know are some of the busiest people whom I have ever met. Reading (defined as doing something you want to do) typically occurs when individuals are reading about something of personal interest. SO...are there professional magazines in your area (that you read) that might be sources for read aloud pieces???!!! 
 

· Two Content Related Picture Books (one related to the content area that you teach…see descriptions 1 and 2 below) 
1. Your choice - See Improving Adolescent Literacy for some suggestions. Contact your instructor if you need help with selections for specific areas. Search for something that you can integrate with what you are teaching. For example, here is one picture book that past secondary level business teachers have selected:
http://www.amazon.com/Vision-Beauty-Story-Breedlove-Walker/dp/0763618349/ref=sr_1_3/002-5410290-5339235?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1182794268&sr=1-3


2. Faithful Elephants: A True Story of Animals, People and War by Yukio Tsuchiya (Yes, everyone needs Faithful Elephants. If you cannot find a copy at the library, it is an inexpensive paperback book that can be purchased from Barnes & Noble, Amazon, or any online bookseller. You will be discussing this one book collaboratively with your classmates.)



Content Area Textbook- These are available at schools, in Joyner Library and in many public libraries. You will need a copy to complete several of your activities. If you are presently teaching, the content of the book should relate to one of the subjects that you teach. If you are not teaching, choose a subject area (and grade level) that you hope to teach. Another name for a content area text is BASAL TEXT.
Grading

Final grades for the course will be determined using the following point scale:
	Grade
	Points

	A
	173-180

	B
	165-172

	C
	157-164

	D
	150-156

	F
	149-below



Additional Notes
· Any concerns should first be addressed with the instructor.

· The instructor reserves the right to add points for exceptional performance!
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