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I. CATALOG INFORMATION

Catalog Description:  General survey of the areas of exceptionality: incidence, causes, education, and rehabilitation of exceptional children.

Course Placement:  Undergraduate Page # 427  


Degree(s) and or Course(s), if any, for which this course is required or prerequisite:  BS in Special Education

Final Exam Policy:  Final examinations will be held at the close of each item in all courses. There will be no departure from the printed schedule of examinations. Changes for individual emergencies of a serious nature will be made only with the approval of the instructor, the student’s major chairperson or dean, and the dean of Undergraduate Studies. The departmental chairperson or the school dean will, if a serious emergency is believed to exist, forward a written request to the dean of Undergraduate Studies, setting forth the nature of the emergency. A student who is absent from an examination without an excuse may be given a grade of F in the course. An incomplete (I) will be given in the case of a student absent from the final examination who has presented a satisfactory excuse to the instructor or an official university excuse from the Office of the Dean of Students.

Students with Disabilities:  East Carolina University seeks to fully comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students requesting accommodations based on a covered disability must go to the Department for Disability Support Services located in Brewster A-114 (328-6799) to verify the disability before any accommodations can occur. Faculty members must not provide any disability related accommodations to any student until they have received proper notification by letter from the Department for Disability Services. 

II. NATURE OF COURSE

Portfolio Assessment Competencies:  This course provides the opportunity to complete the following assignments (see Department of Special Education Portfolio Assignments) that may be submitted for portfolio evidence: 

Technology Competencies: 

Professional Standards Competencies:  This course addresses the following standards from the “CEC Common Core of Knowledge and Skills Essential for All Beginning Special Education Teachers”:
Knowledge:



1.K1 
Models, theories, and philosophies that provide the basis for special education     practice.


1.K2
Variations in beliefs, traditions, and values across cultures within society and the effect of the relationship among child, family, and schooling.


1.K3
Issues in definition and identification procedures for individuals with exceptional learning needs including individuals from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds.



1.K4
Assurances and due process rights related to assessment, eligibility, and placement

1.K5
Rights and responsibilities of parents, students, teachers and other professionals, and schools as they relate to individual learning needs.


2.K1    Similarities and differences among the cognitive, physical, cultural, social, and

emotional needs of individuals with and without exceptional learning needs.


2.K2    Differential characteristics of individuals with exceptionalities, including levels of 

severity and multiple exceptionalities.



2.K4
Effects an exceptional condition(s) may have on an individual's life.


2.K6
Effects of various medications on the educational, cognitive, physical, social, and 

emotional behavior of individuals with exceptionalities.

2.K7
Educational implications of characteristics of various exceptionalities.

7.K2
Typical concerns of parents of individuals with exceptional learning needs and

appropriate strategies to help parents deal with these concerns.

7.K4
Roles of individuals with exceptionalities, parents, teachers, and other school and 

community personnel in planning an individualized program.


Skills:

2.S1
Access information on various cognitive, communication, physical, cultural, social,

and emotional conditions of individuals with exceptional learning needs.


8.S5
Demonstrate proficiency in oral and written communication.


8.S8
Use copyrighted educational materials in an ethical manner.


III. Current Semester Information

Fall 2008
Instructor Information:


Name:  Dr. Christine L. Fitch


Office:  246 Speight


Phone:  (252) 328-1122


E-Mail: fitchc@ecu.edu


Office Hours:  Tues.& Wed. 10:00 - 11:30 and  Thurs. 2:30 – 4:30
                                     (Other times by Appointment)
Textbooks(s)/Readings:  Smith, D. (2007).  Introduction to Special Education:  Making a Difference (with My Lab School).  (6th edition).  Boston:  Allyn and Bacon.
Course Outline:

The Context of Special Education

Individualized Special Educational Programs:  Planning and Delivering Services

Multicultural and Bilingual Special Education

Learning Disabilities

Speech or Language Impairments

Mental Retardation

Giftedness and Talent Development 

Emotional or Behavioral Disorders

Physical Impairments and Special Health Care Needs

Deafness and Hard of Hearing

Low Vision or Blindness

Autistic Spectrum Disorders

Low Incidence Disabilities:  Deafblindness, TBI, Multiple-Severe Disabilities

Course Requirements/Assignments: 

Attendance is required.  One free absence is allowed.  Beginning with the second absence, absences that do not have a valid excuse (i.e. illness, death of a family member, university excuse or instructor permission) will result in 10 points per absence being deducted from the overall accumulated points per absence.  In the event that I am to be away for professional meetings, an outside assignment will be made to compensate for the class(es) that might be missed.  In such instances, the assignment will be announced in class and posted on My Lab School.  
Exams:  There will be 14 quizzes during the semester, a mid-term exam and a final exam.

Other Assignments:   Software Evaluation, an Internet assignment where you will plan a 7-day vacation for a person with a physical disability,  Multicultural Think and Act Responses, Newspaper Articles related to disability areas, video clip reviews, and a group activity (TBA).   
 Grading:  Assignments, and exams each carry assigned points as follows:


Quizzes  



10 points each (maximum points = 140 points)

Midterm Exam                     
 
75 points


Final Exam                            
 
75 points


Software Evaluation       

 50 points

            Vacation Plan


 50 points

             Multicultural Think & Act              50 points (5 @ 10 points each)      

 Newspaper Articles               
 20 points (10 @ 2 points each)
             Video Clip Reviews                           10 points (2 @ 5 points each)

  Group Activity                                  30 points
   Total Points                                                500 points
Grading Scale: 


500 - 450         =
A






449 - 399         = 
B






398 – 348         = 
C






347 - 297          = 
D






296 & Below    = 
F

Dates To Remember:  
   
TBA
Note:  In the event of weather conditions or other circumstances that might cause the University to be closed, please check the ECU Homepage, check your local television announcements, or use the University Info Line (252) 328-0062.
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