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Mary Lois Staton Reading/Language Arts Conference - Schedule Overview

Wednesday, February 22, 2012, City Hotel & Bistro, Greenville, NC
Opening General Session

8:40 – 10:00 A.M.  

City Hotel & Bistro Ballroom:  Keynote Address: 
“Understanding the New Literacies of Online Reading Comprehension” 

Dr. Julie Coiro, University of Rhode Island
Concurrent Sessions I:  10:10 – 11:00 A.M.:

Salon 1:  

Teaching the New Literacies of Online Reading Comprehension in Grades 3-8
Julie Coiro
Description of Session:  How are online reading comprehension practices integrated into classroom instructional routines?  This session pairs seven online reading challenges with a corresponding set of comprehension strategy lessons that address the Common Core State Standards, while supporting students across the curriculum in Grades 3-8.  Participants will explore ideas for teaching students how to pose their own questions, navigate search engines, negotiate websites, evaluate sources, and synthesize online texts.  Walk away with several online reading comprehension activities you can use immediately in your classroom.  

Salon 2:

Exploring Nonfiction Reading and Writing
Joyce Kohfeldt 
Description of Session:  View mentor texts and lesson plans that cross content areas, and model and provide independent practice for students.  This will be an active engagement session with sample lessons and their correlation to Common Core State Standards.

Salon 3:

Teaching with Multicultural Children’s Literature:  Recognizing and Interrupting “Single Stories”
Caitlin L. Ryan 
Description of Session:  Drawing on her own experiences reading only British books as a child, Nigerian author Chimamanda Adichie cautions readers on the danger of having a single story about a group of people.  Instead, she argues, we need to have more complex understandings about our world, one based on multiple stories and perspectives.  This interactive presentation introduces K-12 teachers to the concept of the single story and the harmful impact of single stories in our classrooms.  Using videos, books, and reflections on participants’ own lives, we illustrate the necessity of expanding the single stories we know about groups of people, historical events, and cultural situations.  

Director’s Room:

Electronic Games, Common Core, and Reading in the Science Content Area
Carol A. Brown
Description of Session:  Students are motivated by the challenges to solve mysteries, find solutions to real-world problems, and travel within virtual worlds. Electronic games in education can be highly motivational.  Crystal Island Lost Discovery is a computerized game being developed by computer science faculty at NC State University. In partnership with NC State, the ECU Center for Math, Science, and Instructional Technology in Education has developed a four week curriculum using Common Core ELA standards for planning daily reading activities for the middle grades classroom.   This session will include a summary of the curriculum plans and methods for aligning with Common Core ELA standards. 

Concurrent Sessions II:  11:10 – 12:00 P.M.:

Salon 1:

Fostering Strategic Processing in Emergent-Early Readers (K-2)
Lauren Buck 
Description of Session:  This session will focus on how to prompt for strategies in a way that will foster strategic processing in emergent-early readers.  It will provide instructional strategies to use with children who are at different levels of learning. Video clips with examples will be included.

Salon 2:

     Powerful Texts and Lessons for Content-Area Reading 
      Joyce Kohfeldt  

Description of Session: This session will demonstrate how to engage students in debate and lively discussion, while deepening comprehension and collaboration skills.  Strategies for use within classroom instruction will be shared.
Salon 3:

Teaching and Learning:  A Model of Support for Cultural Diversity
Judith Smith, Ran Hu, and Rongzhi Li  

Description of Session:  Effective teaching widens the circle of literacy accessibility. Teachers are influenced globally by their cultural heritages and mainstream ideologies. Because our world today is culturally, ethnically, and linguistically diverse, teachers must understand their educational philosophy to be effective in the classroom. Graduate student Ronzghi Li will share a Voicethread project entitled “Elementary Education in China.”  Drs. Smith and Hu will report how continued support increased teaching effectiveness, and they will present a proposed model for effective self study collaboration.
Director’s Room:

Critical Literacy in the Classroom:  Practical Ways to Your Students’ Understandings
Thea Johnson
Description of Session:  This presentation focuses on an action research study that investigated whether critical literacy perspectives have a significant impact on critical thinking achievement.  The session will include a brief overview of the research design, with extensive treatment of how critical literacy philosophy ties into instructional applications in the literacy classroom.  The presentation will conclude with findings, conclusions, and recommendations for further research and practice.

Concurrent Session III:  1:10 – 2:00 P.M.:

Salon 1:

Digital Resources for Building Vocabulary in Middle and High School
Lois E. Huffman 
Description of Session:  This presentation focuses on free Web tools for vocabulary learning with real classroom examples and ideas for using them.  Included are Wordnik, Visual Dictionary Online, Free Ric, Word Finde, and Evernote among others. The session will consider vocabulary instructional challenges that digital tools address.  Strategies for selecting and implementing online resources will be shared. 
Salon 2:

Planet of the APPS
Brian Housand
Description of Session:  The number of Internet resources and Mobile Apps increases on an almost daily basis, but as a teacher you barely have time to keep up with your email.  This fast-paced session will present a collection of some of the best web tools and mobile applications for use with students and offer suggestions as to how to best integrate technology and literacy instruction, with meaning and purpose.
Salon 3:

Reading Now and Then!
Johna Faulconer
Description of Session:  Join East Carolina University Reading Faculty to discuss what has changed in reading education since the first Mary Lois Staton Reading/Language Arts Conference, 30 years ago.  Bring your issues, thoughts, and questions for an open dialogue.

Director’s Room:

Creating a Conferring Toolkit for Writer’s Workshop
Jennifer Winslow Thach  

Description of Session:  If there is one thing you can do to elevate your students’ writing . . . it’s conferring!  This session will explore the parts of writer’s workshop, focusing on conferences.  The presenter will share insights learned from Teachers College Reading and Writing Project’s Writing Institute and her self-study.  Participants will leave with resources, strategies, and ideas to implement tomorrow!

Concurrent Session IV:  2:10 – 3:00 P.M.:

Salon 1:

Using Free Digital Comic books and Graphical Editing Software to Encourage Students’ Reading, Comprehension, Creativity, and Critical Thinking
Jesse Strycker 

Description of Session: Previous research has found that resources such as comic books and graphic novels can be used to encourage reluctant readers to read. This presentation will discuss how free digital comic books can be modified using free graphical editing software to encourage students to read more than they might normally.  It will also inform how to critically view the text in these comic books so that it can be removed and replaced with an equivalent modern interpretation. 
Salon 2:

STEM Integration with Literacy
Matthew S. Carlyle
Description of Session:  Brentwood Magnet Elementary School of Engineering is truly a STEM school.  This presentation describes a partnership between NCSU and the Boston Museum of Science’s Engineering is Elementary (EIE).  What has resulted is development of a curriculum intended to teach students how to critically think and problem solve, while working collaboratively in problem-based learning teams.  This session allows teachers the opportunity to enhance problem-solving teaching strategies in their classrooms, using children’s literature as a springboard.

Salon 3:

A Mixed-Method Study of Middle School English Reading Instruction in China
Ran Hu, Guili Zhang, and Nancy Zeller 

Description of Session:  This session describes a study that focuses on English reading instruction in middle schools in China. The overarching research question is:  What aspects of English reading are taught in middle schools in Beijing, China and how are they taught?  The presenters will talk about the essential components of English reading instruction in the English Curriculum in Beijing, China, assessment approaches, and instructional implications.

Director’s Room:
     What’s new in Reading and Literacy!
          Presenter to be determined
