Project LEAP Application


PROJECT LEAP Application
Last name:                                                  First Name:                             Date:_____________
School:                                                        County:                                  Phone: ___________

eMail Address:      


School Mailing Address:  ___________________________________________________


                              Street                                                                    Town                             State                  Zip

Your Grade Level:                                                         Specialty: ____________________
Degrees you have received:
	Degree
	Institution
	Major
	Date Received

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Licensure/Certification Information:

	State
	Certification/Licensure
	Current? (yes,no)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please state your interest in participating in Project LEAP, including details on how you believe participation would enhance your professional development as well as the services you offer students in your professional practice:

Page two of this application describes participation in Project LEAP.  Submission of this application means that you have read and understood the requirements.
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Project ECU LEAP

Project ECU LEAP is a five-year National Professional Development Program (NPDP) grant funded by the Office of English Language Acquisition (OELA) through the U.S. Department of Education.  The grant program provides funds for professional development activities that will improve classroom instruction for English Language Learners (ELLs) and assist instructional personnel educating ELLs.  The primary goal of the ECU LEAP grant is to provide funded support for licensed, in-service English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) teachers and content area teachers to become licensed as ESL teachers through a combination of on-line coursework and on-site professional development.  Project ECU LEAP will implement a planned and appropriate response to the critical needs, shortages, and weaknesses in services that exist in the Greene County Public School District. For Project ECU LEAP, East Carolina University is working in collaboration with Kansas State University, teachers and supervisors in Greene County Public School District, and the ECU College of Education teacher education program in order to improve the delivery and quality of services to ELL students. 

Project Directors

Dr. Diane Rodriguez






                                  Dr. Jane Manner

rodriguezd@ecu.edu






                                  mannerj@ecu.edu
Greene county teachers and administrators interested in this opportunity for tuition-free courses leading to an ESL license are invited to contact Dr. Jane Manner at East Carolina University (mannerj@ecu.edu or 252.328.5594).  Teachers and administrators in other North Carolina Schools interested in participating in Project ECU LEAP are also encouraged to contact Dr. Jane Manner.

What does Project ECU LEAP provide?
The aim of Project ECU LEAP is to provide an effective distance education program that will lead to supporting an add-on license in ESL.  Students will participate in a cohort which will meet throughout the semester at a location and time of their choosing. The tuition fees for the 15 graduate credit hours offered in support of the add-on license are fully funded by this National Professional Development grant.

In addition, participants will receive:

 (a) An intensive, on-site orientation session wherein faculty members explain and discuss course curricula, materials, texts, content, and intended outcomes.

(b) A series of 8-10 instructional DVDs (the actual number varies by course in the ESL endorsement sequence) which participants view in collaborative groups of peers according to their own schedule and planning.  Each DVD-based professional development seminar is followed by a series of post-seminar activities which prompt school/district based adaptations of content.

(c) Facilitation in the completion of a course project in which participating teachers appropriately adapt goals and products to reflect school/district needs in their particular subject area.

(d) Technology-based feedback loops for reinforcement of the instructional messages. Technologies may include: the project web page, E-mail, ListServe, Blackboard©, Real-time Text Messaging, SMART Boards and Windows Movie Maker or Mac-based software for movie creation.

(e) An intensive on-site, faculty-delivered closure session for each course during which participants discuss their learning, present their course projects, and share ideas about school-based challenges and rewards of practice. 

(f)  Professional development through instructional approaches that emphasize process thinking and critical reflection on the appropriate adaptations and modifications of theory and concepts learned to meet the particular needs of ELL students in the classrooms of the participants’ school district.

(g)  Summer Institute:  Regionally and nationally recognized consultants will be employed by the project to deliver research-based informative and practical hands-on workshops that professionally prepare target educators to appropriately address dilemmas of practice and to enhance classroom success with ELL students in the rural/non-metropolitan educational setting. (This will occur over a three-day workshop.)

(h)  PRAXIS test preparation

Participants will take one graduate course during each of the spring and fall semesters.  The first group of participants will begin this program in January 2008.  The first distance education course is ESL Language Methods (Special Topic: ELL; 3 credits).  
Greene county teachers and administrators interested in this opportunity are encouraged to contact Dr. Jane Manner at East Carolina University (mannerj@ecu.edu or 252.328.5594).  

Teachers and administrators in other North Carolina Schools interested in participating in Project ECU LEAP are encouraged to contact Dr. Jane Manner.
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