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Mathematics Teacher Receives Classroom-Based Research Grant for Grades K-12 Teachers

Greenville, NC - A Mathematics Education graduate of East Carolina University was recently awarded a Classroom-Based Research Grant for Grades K–12 Teachers, supported by the Edward G. Begle Fund and the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM).  Renea Baker, graduated with a degree in Mathematics Education in 1992.  She now teaches Mathematics at D.H. Conley High School.  Baker was awarded a grant, valued at $8000, for the support of research studies by classroom teachers working collaboratively with university faculty.  Baker is working with Robin Rider, an ECU Mathematics Education faculty member. They are studying students’ understanding of probability and statistics, specifically how AP Statistics students reason about theoretical probability from empirical data collected through computer simulations.  Rider and Baker presented their preliminary research findings at the North American Chapter of the International Group of the Psychology of Mathematics Education conference in Roanoke, VA in October.  
Grants like the one Baker received are awarded to full-time teachers currently teaching mathematics at the grades K–12 level. Research conducted has to be a collaborative effort between a college or university mathematics educator and one or more grades K–12 classroom teachers. Some of the research topics suggested are:

· Curriculum development and implementation 

· Involvement of at-risk or minority students 

· Students’ thinking about a particular mathematics concept or set of concepts 

· Connection of mathematics to other disciplines 

· Applications of technology to the learning of mathematics (any acquisition of equipment must support the proposed plan but not be the primary focus of the grant) 

· Innovative assessment or evaluation strategies 
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In addition, the integration of pre-service teachers, although not required, is encouraged.   Research conducted through the grant may then later be used for an article publication in the Journal for Research in Mathematics Education or in one of the NCTM school journals. 
###

For more information contact Robin Rider, Mathematics Education at 252-328-9369 or riderr@ecu.edu.
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