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Classes Observed On Web

By Erica Plouffe Lazure

A partnership with ECU's College
of Education and area schaol systems pro-
yides & fiy-on-the-wallseat inside s class-
tooms for ECU students and faculty,

Anpilot project launched with
Wayne, Greene and Lenoir county schooly
enables education professors at ECU to
conduct teacher intern ¢valuations via the
Internt. The technology also provides
ECU students an opportunity to observe
teal-time teaching practces

Vivian Covington, director of ECU's
Latham Clinical Schools Network, said the
Video conferencing iniiative provides an
Opportunity for faculty and students o ob-
serve educators n the classtoom without
having t travel to the school and disrupt
the natural low of the class

“With the price of oas and increases
i the mumber of student interms in publi

~ schools,i'sdificul for a aculty mentor
10 do more than one evaluation aday,” she
said. “And the students can beneft from
real-tme, real teaching experience and

have the opportunity o debrief rightafte.
Routine observation of how  sti-
dent teacher performs in the classtoom is
an important aspect of ECU'steacher tra-
ing progeam, Covington said. Digital video
equipment and a live Intemet feed enables
Viewers 1o manipulate a camera inside o
classtoont to zoom in, for example, on a
teacher working with individual students or

. tnsmall groups. The students and teacher

ate aware ofthe evaluators virtualpres-
eice,

Because of the importance of mak-
Ing personal contacts with faculy mentors,
educators don'texpect that elevised super-
vision willreplace n-person observations,
Covington note the this project can sup
plement their ability o reach the most
stodents in the shortest amount of time,
particularly those who teach in temote
eas,

Covington said she hopes the pro-
gram, Which offers the same technology
a5 the College of Education's Parnership
East, will soon be available at all o the
Latham Clinical Schools Network's 18
school system members.



