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Graduating from East Carolina University on May 5 and 6 with Master's Degrees in School Administration (MSA) - Dare County Schools cohort members (from left) Steve Basnight, L'Tanya Murray, John Houston and Dave Guiley (not pictured, Terry Mauer).
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By Sharon Sullivan
Posted Sunday, May 14, 2006
Five Dare County Schools personnel graduated from East Carolina University in early May as part of a collaboration between East Carolina University and Dare County Schools. As participants in the in the first ECU Masters in School Administration (MSA), the five cohort members – Steve Basnight, Dave Guiley, John Houston, Terry Maurer and L’Tanya Murray – have spent three years in this endeavor that culminated for them and their families on May 5 and 6 – at departmental and school-wide commencement exercises at ECU in Greenville. Thanks to the collaboration, the trip to Greenville was not usual – in fact, over their course of study, the group traveled only minimally to Greenville.

The idea of the cohort began when DCS Director of Personnel and Staff Development Diane Forrest was working with the Dare Education Foundation’s Teacher Academy – an arm of DEF that assists DCS with tuition reimbursements for teachers who pursue advanced degrees. “In working with the Teacher Academy, I communicated with ECU to see if their School of Education might be interested in partnering with DCS to form masters' cohort groups,” explained Forrest. She polled teachers to see what degree areas garnered the most interest and began conversing with Dr. Marilyn Sheerer, Vice Chancellor of Institutional Advancement, about logistics of the programs. Their conversations yielded three graduate degree options for DCS teachers: Elementary, Special Education and School Administration.

The model was a variety of online and face-to-face classes in and outside of Dare County. DCS teachers were joined by colleagues in Currituck County to meet ECU’s criteria on student numbers. Three Currituck County Schools personnel joined DCS’ five in this group. Their professor, Dr. Hal Holloman, considerately did most of the driving for the classes, rather than making the eight cohort members drive to Greenville. The internship piece of their coursework involved driving to South Central High School just outside of Greenville.

For the cohort members, each is appreciative of the opportunity to earn an advanced degree while keeping travel to a minimum. To a person they are grateful for the support from and collaboration by Superintendent Sue Burgess, Dare County Board of Education, Dare Education Foundation, and East Carolina University.

Long time Manteo High School Social Studies teacher and currently an Administrative Intern at First Flight Middle School, Manteo High School alumnus Steve Basnight obtained his undergraduate degree from East Carolina in 1985 with a BS in History. “I saw the opportunity to begin working toward a Master's in Administration as simply a continuation of improving myself as a professional educator and lifelong learner. As a teacher and coach at Manteo High School for the past nineteen years, I recognized the opportunity to not only affect the education of those 30 kids in my classroom each period, but the incredible honor of being able to contribute to the education of so many more students in our school system,” said Basnight. “From this experience I have gained a much broader perspective of the roll of not only building administrators, but everyone from the most recognized members of our school system to the least recognized and oftentimes equally important ones. Also, the opportunity and support being provided to us as a group is overwhelming. I thank each and everyone, especially my classmates in our cohort for a tremendous experience! I enthusiastically recommend it to anyone who has expressed an interest.”

Currently the DCS high school Student Accountability Specialist, Dave Guiley spent many years teaching English at Manteo High School, and was at MHS when he entered the cohort. Guiley attained his undergraduate degree in English from College of Wooster in 1981. His desire to earn a masters degree, the cooperative nature of ECU in setting up this program, and the encouragement of a former DCS administrator persuaded Guiley to commit to the cohort. “I gained a greater sense of vision in terms of what goes into running a school,” said Guiley. “As a classroom teacher, it was easy for me to concentrate on the world inside my room. This experience changed that. Additionally it introduced me to the high school reform movement.”

First Flight Middle School 8th grade science teacher Terry Maurer earned his BA in Education from Northern Arizona University in 1998 after retiring from the Marine Corps. Maurer began teaching in Dare County at First Flight Middle School that same year. “As a member of the first Dare County Cohort I am proud to have had the opportunity to successfully complete my Masters in School Administration,” reflected Maurer. “I would like to thank Dr. Burgess, the Board of Education my fellow teachers, the DCEF, and my wife for their support and encouragement along the way. I have always had the inner drive to understand the numerous complex issues that take place within a school and ECU has given me that knowledge and tools to become a successful administrator.”

Manteo High School math teacher John Houston received his undergraduate degree in Math Education from Canisius College in 1991 and has been teaching math at Manteo High School ever since. “I pursued my Master’s Degree in Public School Administration to enhance my knowledge and skills in education, regardless of whether I stay in the classroom or move into administration,” admitted Houston. “From this degree program, I have gained a better understanding of myself, the educational system as it exists today, and the administrative view on that system.” Houston also noted that Dare Edcuation Foundation and Dare County Schools tuition reimbursement was much appreciated. “It was really nice to get some of the money back and they were very user friendly and prompt in get reimbursements back to us.”

L'Tanya Murray, DCS Social Worker, graduated from Manteo High School in 1989 with a Teaching Fellows Scholarship and graduated with honors from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro holding a teaching certificate and a degree in Social Work. In addition to modeling for children the values intrinsic of being an active life-long learner, Murray welcomed the opportunity to earn a master’s degree with the support and camaraderie offered by membership in the cohort - all with minimal travel.

Gene Gallelli is the Local Internship Supervisor for the cohort. Gallelli served as both Assistant and Associate Superintendent in Dare County Schools for eight years before taking a position on the faculty of UNC's Principals' Executive Program (PEP) at the Center for School Leadership Development in Chapel Hill. Currently, Gallelli’s primary role is adjunct Professor for ECU, teaching leadership courses and supervising interns for the MSA program. “My experience with the DCS interns was special for many reasons: It gave me a chance to ‘give back’ to a profession and a community that have greatly enriched my life,” remarked Gallelli. “Also, since I knew the interns, it was wonderful watching them grow personally and professionally before my very eyes into ‘winners’ in the leadership arena. Lastly, I am indebted to the interns for helping me grow professionally and personally, especially through their validation of my 40-plus-years experience in the wonderful business of serving children. Although my ‘official’ relationship with the interns ended at their graduation, I hope unofficially we will remain colleagues for life.”

Dr. Harold “Hal” Holloman, Assistant Professor of Educational Leadership, coordinates the Master of School Administration Cohort. “We truly appreciate the opportunity to partner with DCS and enjoyed working with the graduate students in the Dare County Master of School Administration (MSA) Cohort. The cohort members completed coursework in the areas of: strategic leadership, instructional leadership, managerial leadership, political leadership, organizational leadership, and concluded the degree program with a year-long administrative internship,” described Holloman. “Participants demonstrated a high level of commitment to their graduate work and more importantly—a genuine interest in serving students, teachers, parents, and all members of the educational community. A real win-win for the students of Dare and Currituck County Schools!”
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