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College of Education Dean Moves into New Role at ECU

Greenville, NC – Dr. Marilyn Sheerer, steps down as dean after serving nearly ten years in ECU’s College of Education.  A year ago, Chancellor Steve Ballard asked Sheerer to step in as interim vice chancellor for advancement while the university conducted a search.   During that year, Sheerer also continued her role as dean for the College of Education.  After a successful year of juggling both positions, Chancellor Ballard approached her a second time.  This time Sheerer was asked to serve as interim vice chancellor for student life.   Sheerer said after the second request, she felt like she needed to turn in her resignation allowing the search for a new dean to begin.  Chancellor Ballard said, “She brings to this new position outstanding talent, leadership, energy and an unerring ability to do what is best for East Carolina.”   
Although Sheerer is known for her work in education, her masters degree is in student services.  Before coming to ECU, she worked in student life positions at Temple University.  Sheerer says after a career in teacher education, it seems that she is coming full circle to return to this area of university work.  The past ten years in this College have been very rewarding to me personally.  I look forward to working with the Executive Council under Chancellor Ballard’s leadership to make this institution even better on behalf of our students.  I consider it a privilege to work here and be part of an institution that values its service mission.” said Sheerer.  Dr. Sheerer’s new appointment as interim vice chancellor for student life became effective July 1, 2006. 
Dr. John Swope, associate dean for the College of Education, will serve as interim dean as a national search is conducted for a new dean.  Swope joined ECU in 1975, and he has served as associate dean since 1991.  He has been a department chair on three different 
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occasions, including chair of Business, Career, and Technical Education for five years; interim chair of Foundations and Research for one year; and interim chair of the Department of Industrial Technology for one year.  His funded grants total more than $3 million, including Project HEART with Dr. Betty Beacham, and he has published more than two dozen articles and papers.  Swope’s new appointment was also effective July 1, 2006.

For more information contact Jessica W. Davenport at 252-328-2179 or davenportje@ecu.edu.
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