Novelist, contest winner to meet with fans today
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To local author John Alan Perry, writing's always been effortless. It's a talent he was born with and lives for.

"I think that God gives everybody one gift, and it's up to you to make the most of it or at least put yourself in the position to let that gift give you some type of stability," said Perry. "For me, I think it's always been writing, just because it's been so easy for me."
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	TEACHER ASSISTANT John Alan Perry reviews a reading assignment Wednesday with Joshua Garrett, 7, left, Ethan Burge, 7, middle, and Michael Hines, 8, at Falkland Elementary School.
 


The author of the adult serial story, "Southern Fried Reunion," which will continue to run in The Daily Reflector until June 4, will be at Sheppard Memorial Library today at 7 p.m. to meet his fans. But during the day, he's a first-grade teacher assistant at Falkland Elementary School, helping out when needed inside the classroom or on the office phone.

Perry, 34, grew up outside Vanceboro and attended Chocowinity High School, where his writing won contests and landed in school newspapers. After seven years as a licensed embalmer he returned to writing at the New Bern Sun Journal for about a year. Perry then enrolled at ECU to finish his degree in elementary education and began working in that field. Nights were dedicated to writing.

"It was difficult because I was going to college full time," he said. "I would come home every night right after college and write until probably 1 a.m. But it wasn't like work to me."

The late nights paid off in 2001 when his full-length novel, "The Hero of Hampton Hills," was published. Years later, Falkland Elementary School principal Dennis Teel convinced Perry to submit a story to the "A Novel Idea" contest.

Perry had never written a serial story — an ongoing narrative published in installments at regular intervals — but sent the synopsis of a novel he had written about five years before.

"Southern Fried Reunion," loosely based on his own experiences, tells of a young man who returns to his rural hometown outside Greenville for a family reunion after establishing a promising writing career in New York. The original version was lost due to antiquated technology, but in two months Perry was able to rewrite the 35 chapters from memory.

Although he usually doesn't write about eastern North Carolina, Perry felt that the local people, weather and Southern hospitality were conducive to the story. Plus, he said knowing the area helped him depict the story's vivid settings.

Perry has about a year left before graduating with an elementary education degree. He'll spend the summer working through other story ideas, including another novel, "Tomorrow's Child."

Working at Falkland Elementary continues to influence his writing, as children play important roles in his stories and co-workers create a band of support. He even gives teachers and administrators tests to make sure they're reading. And while his dream is to write, he still enjoys teaching.

"I love kids, I love education, and it's what I will be academically eligible to do as a career," Perry said. "But I want to be a published author, I want to write books forever and ever. I think it's a gift, and I want to run with it, but if it doesn't work out I'll be happy doing this."

Kristin Day can be contacted at 329-9579 or kday@coxnc.com.
