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	Anna Scansell, left, wipes away a tear after congratulating her niece, Tammy Granstaff, on graduating in the first class of teachers from the partnership of Craven Community College and East Carolina University.
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Sixteen students are recognized at ceremony 

If anyone told Wendy Higgins in 2002 that she was three years away from being a teacher, she probably would not have believed it. 

The New Bern resident was working, and attending classes full-time seemed out of the question. Enter Wachovia Partnership East, a then-new program that allows students to go through East Carolina University's College of Education while taking classes at local community colleges. 

"It was better than I expected," said Higgins, now a technology facilitator at Brinson Memorial Elementary School in New Bern. "I got to take classes at night. Instructors came from ECU to here. It was a great opportunity." 

Higgins was one of 16 students from Partnership East's first graduating cohort honored at a recognition celebration at Craven Community College Tuesday night. CCC served as one of the program's hub sites, drawing students who had completed two-year programs at community colleges in Craven, Beaufort, Carteret, Pamlico and Onslow counties. Classes are taught by ECU faculty at the hub sites or online. 

"This has absolutely been a success," said Anne Faulkenberry, coordinator of the Wachovia Partnership East Coastal Consortium. "More than half of the students in the program already have teaching jobs or are lining them up. The program is growing every day." 

Funding was made possible through a federal grant, the Golden Leaf Educational Consortium and a $1.2 million gift from the Wachovia Corp. 

"We could have made a donation and had our name on a building," David Parker, Wachovia regional president for eastern North Carolina, told the students Tuesday. "But graduating 16 teachers is a more lasting use of our money." 

Martin Lancaster, president of the North Carolina Community College System, said Partnership East would help reduce the statewide teacher shortage. 

"Teacher turnover rates are high in rural counties," he said. "Having homegrown teachers, with roots and family in the areas where they teach will bring about higher retention rates." 

Partnership East contains a total of 214 students in 13 cohorts. The first graduating cohort officially will graduate from ECU on Saturday. For many of those students, it will mark their first trip to the campus. 

Zac Goldstein can be reached at 635-5673 or at zgoldstein@freedomenc.com. 

