



A screen shot from the home page of Frank Lin's Web site, franksfieldofdreams.com.

When Frank Lin came to America from Taiwan in 1994, there weren't too many Asian icons dominating stateside headlines. Jackie Chan was a couple of years from the American big screen and the baseball player named Ichiro was just then tearing it up for OBW in Japan's Pacific League. But things, or in Lin's particular case, Ting happened.
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When Frank Lin came to America from Taiwan in 1994, there weren't too many Asian icons dominating stateside headlines. Jackie Chan was a couple of years from the American big screen and the baseball player named Ichiro was just then tearing it up for OBW in Japan's Pacific League. 

But things, or in Lin's particular case, Ting happened. 

A rabid baseball fan, Lin was in college at East Carolina University around the time the first true Asian invasion happened in baseball in the 1990s, and Lin found himself fascinated with it. Better than a decade later, he has crafted his passion into something of a baseball dream job. 

Thanks to his Web site, aptly named franksfieldofdreams.com, Lin was hired earlier this year as an interpreter for the Boston Red Sox and currently finds himself knee deep in the baseball life. Right now, Lin is stationed at the Bosox training compound in Ft. Myers, Fla., with Red Sox Taiwanese pitching prospect Ting-Jen Yeh. 

His online chronicling took shape as more and more of Lin's favorite Asian players made major league splashes, and that began with pitcher Hideo Nomo and his big 1995 season with the Los Angeles Dodgers. His 13-6 season made him more than a baseball novelty, and helped to make the major leagues a reality for Asian players. 

It also helped Lin to find his niche in the game. 

The first version of Lin's site to hit the Web garnered about 20 hits a day, and even then, he said the site often crashed. 

Now, as he holes up in extended spring training with 2006 signee Yeh, which includes following him through virtually all of his daily routines, Lin modestly says that his much sleeker second version of the Web page now attracts about 225 looks a day. Not much, he says, but he can be assured most of them aren't just casual baseball fans either. 

The left-handed pitcher he encourages to adopt the nickname of "T.J." here in America is Lin's immediate link to pro baseball, and a darn good one for a lifelong fan of the game. He hopes it's a ticket to bigger things in the Red Sox organization. So far, so good. 

Yeh was one of four recent signees by the Sox out of Taiwan, which could mean plenty of work in the short-term for Lin. But the 2005 graduate of ECU's Business, Career and Technical Education department is already showing a hunger to get ahead. 

"I'm probably not going to take (general manager) Theo Epstein's job, but I don't want to be a translator down the road," said Lin. "Somewhere in the front office would be great, and there are a lot of positions out there in baseball." 

Already, Lin said he's gotten involved in breaking down pitching and hitting sequences to prepare the team's staff and players for video evaluation sessions at the team's training complex. As he gathers more and more responsibility, Lin said he's ready for anything he's asked to do. 

With communication as his strong suit, Lin should get plenty of opportunities in the ever-evolving culture of baseball. 

"I moved here in '94, and back then baseball was on strike," Lin said of his arrival in America. "When it came back, I didn't know any English or what the commentator was saying. In Taiwan, they never televise (American) baseball, only the NBA. That year Nomo came from Japan, one of the first Asians in 30 years back then, and I followed every start." 

Nomo's recognition shed a good deal of light on Asian talent, but it also helped people like Lin. 

"Since Nomo came in, he opened the door for Koreans and all Asians," said Lin, who cruises the Web daily to monitor players for his site. "Asian players back then, the first thing they would do is go and play in Japan. That's not true anymore. My Web site just keeps up with all of them." 

A Red Sox scout happened upon Lin's web page last year, the same who had just helped Boston sign the four Taiwanese prospects, and began corresponding regularly with Lin. Despite the contact, Lin said he never discussed anything with the scout about a future job. 

So when he got a call from Craig Shipley, the Red Sox vice president for professional and international scouting, he might as well have been asked to throw out the first pitch at Fenway Park. 

At that time, around Christmas, Lin had been working in his father's Chinese restaurant, mainly helping to communicate with English-speaking customers. That might not have been the baseball experience Shipley was looking for, but Lin was offered to spend the rest of his winter, spring and now summer rooming with a pitcher. 

So Lin's average day now is spent in the constant company of a hopeful Boston lefty, from the morning bus ride to the training facility, through breakfast and right onto the field. Once there, the schedule is unpredictable outside of being constantly hectic. 

Lin said he has to be prepared any time something isn't quite right between Yeh, his pitches and his coaches. 

"Sometimes he doesn't do it right," Lin said of Yeh. "If the coach sees something wrong, they'll stop and tell me, and I do whatever I can to make everyone understand." 

So far, the routine isn't bad, according to Lin. It's not every day you get to rub elbows with some of your heroes, and Lin said he's already had the chance to do that. 
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