Lesson Plan

Teacher:  A. Grandy

Grade:  Middle Grades
Subject Social Studies 45 min class
Title:  Map-Quest Learning how to use travel maps.  
Pre Lesson
Objective:  Students will demonstrate the ability to read and understand travel maps.  

Rationale: Traveling to different areas around the world can be both enriching and enligghtening.  However, what happens if you are out of your familiar area.  You then must depend on maps and the aid of others to help you transioiton and explorew new territiory.  When traveling a travel map can be a great tool, but only if you can use it efficently and appropriately.  
Materials: - Handouts (guided notes, travel maps, transparencies, etc.)   

      -pens, pencils, paper

Introduction

Get focus of students:  Using an over head projector, place a large picture of the typical compass up on the screen.  Ask students to explain the usage of a compass in a short paragraph.  Ask some students to share what they wrote.  (4 minutes respectively)  

*Explain to students that just as compasses are often used for directions there a re other instruments/tools that help us with directions.  One helpful tool is a travel map.  Let’s suppose we were going on a trip to New York.  If New York is a new area we are unfamiliar with we would have to depend on a map.  IN this lesson you will learn how to read a map.  
Lesson
Direct Instruction: (15 minutes) Lecture on the components of the map.  Pass Out guided notes (definition sheet with fill in the blanks for students can learn map structures and components.) have students fill out notes as we go over lecture.  Explain the word and how to use it in a sentence.  Also explain if the word is a (Adjective, verb, and Noun).  *remind students of the difference between nouns, verbs, adjectives. Example:  The word drought is a noun in our vocabulary list.  Its definition is :  a long period of no rain; very dry.  Aden had a drought last August that killed the corn crops within the area
Guided practice: (15 to 20 minutes respectively) Now pass out typical travel maps, from the store, to students.  Break students into groups of five to six students.  Then assign each group a starting destination and an ending destination.  Groups are to use the maps to explain the best way to get to their final destination.  
Check for understanding/Feed back and reteach:  Wrap up!  On the board write key facts and have students call out all they can remember about map reading.  Ask are there in questions.  If not proceed to closing.  
Close: (3 to 4 minutes)
Take time to explain an experience to the class (NY Trip) and have the comment as you tell the story about how a map was pivotal to my experience.  Example:  Explain how you went to Manhattan and then traveled to Brooklyn.  Ask students to tell how a map could be useful in this situation.   Then tell students not to forget these skills when they travel to new areas in the future.  

Post Lesson

Independent Practice and Homework:  Have students create a map of the school.  The map should be detailed to the point that a new student could receive the map and actually use it around as a guide!  Students should be creative.  (2 days respectively or over the weekend)
Evaluation:  I will create a test that students will be tested upon at a later date.  
