Amber Phillips

Grade 3

NCSCS Subject Content area: Social Studies

NCSCOS Goal Statement and Number: Goal 2 The learner will analyze the multiple roles that individuals perform in families, workplaces, and communities. 2.03 Describe similarities and differences among communities in different times and in different places.
Goal 3 The learner will examine how individuals can initiate change in families, neighborhoods, and communities. 3.01 Analyze changes, which have occurred in communities past and present.
Lesson Goal: Students will gain a better understanding of the history and significance of popular attractions, buildings, and areas in New York City.

Lesson Objective: The student will be able to identify popular tourist attractions and describe their history and significance by writing articles for a NYC travel guide.

Materials:

Internet

Encyclopedia

Books for Research

Computers

Focus and Review: “Over the next couple of weeks, we will be working on a book all about New York City. It will be a travel guide for tourists who are new to the area. We will include information about popular attractions as well as hotels, dining, and transportation options.” 

Objective: “The purpose of this activity is to become familiar with the New York City area. You will learn about the history of different attractions and the importance of them. This project will make you aware of how different other cities in the United States are from the one you live in. You will have a greater appreciation for the diversity that is among us.”
Teacher Input: “New York is referred to as the “Big Apple.” Does anyone know why it is called this? SR The story leads back more than 70 years to a newspaper column called "Around the Big Apple." A 1920s horse-racing columnist named John Fitzgerald apparently heard the term from stable hands in New Orleans who referred to New York City's racetracks as "...the dream of every lad that ever threw a leg over a thoroughbred. There's only one Big Apple. That's New York." Also, in the late 1920s and early 1930s, New York City's jazz musicians began referring to New York City as the "Big Apple." An old saying in show business was "There are many apples on the tree, but only one Big Apple." New York City being the premier place to perform was referred to as the Big Apple. It wasn’t until 1971 that NYC adopted the phrase “The Big Apple” as a campaign to increase tourism.”
“The Big Apple campaign definitely increased tourism because every year approximately 39 million foreign and American tourists visit New York City. As a result, there are many popular tourist destinations that attract these visitors. Many people go for the shopping, while others like the museums, historical structures, and Broadway shows. As a class, we are going to explore the different tourist spots and find out the history and significance of them.”
Guided Practice: “Inside of this hat, I have different topics related to NYC. Each of you will choose one. They include the Empire State Building, the Statue of Liberty, Grand Central Terminal, Rockefeller Center, Ellis Island Immigration Museum, American Museum of Natural History, Central Park, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Bus Tours, Walking and Ferry Tours, Broadway Shows, Chinatown, Ground Zero, and Zoos and Aquariums. After you pick your topic, you will use books and the internet to find information on your topic. Such information includes the history of the place, why it is well known, and what makes it a popular tourist attraction. I will also have someone research transportation in the city such as subways, taxis, and buses. Once you have collected all of your information, we will put it together in a Travel Guide. This will benefit families who are taking a trip to New York who may know nothing about the area. They will be able to plan an itinerary around what we put in our guide.” (This will take a week or two, depending on how much time students have to work on it.)
Closure: Have each student share their section of the Travel Guide. See about getting the guide published or obtaining a copyright. Make a copy for each student to have in case they one day visit New York City. 

