Ashley Gaskin
Seventh Grade/Language Arts/Haiku Poetry

April 5, 2006

Junior Trip Activity Plan

The 9-11 Attacks
Preplanning Tasks

· Prior Knowledge: Students will need to have a basic understanding of the events on September 11, 2001—the attacks on the World Trade Center.  

· Key Terms or Vocabulary: 9-11, jihad, Osama Bin Laden, World Trade Center, al-Queda, hijack, haiku poem
· Long-term Objective: Students will create a 10 page portfolio consisting of different forms of their own poetry (haikus, sonnets, narrative poems, lyric poems, etc.).
· Activity Description: Students will look at visual images of the attacks on the World Trade Center and events of 9-11 and write a haiku poem describing either the events or their feelings about the events. 

· Activity Rationale: Having students write a poem about the events on 9-11 encourages them to think more deeply about these events and the consequences brought about by them.  In addition, it helps to fulfill the Seventh Grade NCSCS Language Arts Competency Goal 1:

· “The learner will use language to express individual perspectives in response to personal, social, cultural, and historical issues.”

· Materials: Visual images of the attacks on the World Trade Center and events on 9-11, paper, and pencils

Activity Beginning

· Signal for Attention: “I need all eyes toward the front of the classroom.”
· Behavior Expectations: “You will need to complete the assignment quietly at your desks.  If you have any questions, please raise your hand, and I will do my best to answer them.”
· Opening

· Review: “As you all know, we have been talking about different forms of poetry.  Yesterday, we talked about the characteristics of a haiku poem.  Can anyone name some of these? We have also been discussing the events of September 11, 2001.  Someone raise their hand and explain something that happened on this day.  Do you remember when this happened?  How did it make you feel?”
· Objective and Purpose: “Today each of you will be writing your own haiku poem about the events of September 11, 2001.  In the poem, you will either explain the events that took place or reveal how they made you feel.  Writing this poem will not only provide practice in creating a haiku, but it will also encourage you to think more deeply about the events of 9-11 and how they have impacted society to this day.”
Activity Middle

· Have visual images of the World Trade Center attacks/events of 9-11 being displayed on a Powerpoint presentation.

· Make sure that students have access to paper and pencils in order to begin writing.
· Check for Understanding: Walk around the room and check to see that all students are on-task and completing their poems.  Answer any questions that the students may have.
· At the end of forty minutes, allow students the opportunity to share their poems with their classmates.  

Activity Closing

· Preview the Next Related Activity: “Tomorrow, we will begin discussing another form of poetry: the lyric poem.  In addition, you will have the opportunity to write your own lyric poem (or song) to add to your poetry portfolio.”
