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NC Teaching Fellows

NYC Trip Lesson Plan


Topic: Rockefeller Center, New York City

Grade 5:  Architecture in Art

Instructional Objectives:  


Given the following materials and instructions, the students will create a three dimensional piece of architecture following the historical aspects and artistic attributes of the Rockefeller Center.  The piece of architecture must consist of multiple floors/levels, with no limit above or below ground space but within realistic settings.  The piece of architecture must contain at least three analogous colors from the gray scale to make the piece appear as realistic as possible.

Art Terms and Concepts:

1. Three Dimensional Forms:  Form is what makes a shape three dimensional.  A form must have height, thickness and width.
2. Color:  Color is produced by light of various wavelengths, and is seen by light striking an object and reflecting back to the eyes.

3. Gray Scale:  The range of neutral values or shades of gray in an image.  The number of grays that can be produced and recognized between black and white.

4. Architecture:  The art of designing and constructing buildings and other environmental features. 

5. Analogous Color:  Two or more colors that are next to each other and are closely related.

6. Realistic:  The natural representation of people, places and/or things in a work of art.

Review and Focus:


Teacher will review previous lessons on color schemes spending less than five minutes of class time.  The class will review the gray scale to illustrate the progression from black to white and the definition of analogous color.  Attention will be drawn to the physical properties of three dimensional shapes and objects around the classroom, how the students would precede to develop their own three dimensional objects and how it may be applied to the architecture relating to the Rockefeller Center.

Teacher Input:  (Approximately five to twenty minutes)

1. Introduce the Rockefeller Center.  Explain the history of the Rockefeller Center as a place of not only of grand architecture but also of many influential art pieces.  Discuss the importance as an artist to have a piece displayed at the Rockefeller Center and how an artist may decide what to do as a piece of artwork.  The building is a link of indoor and outdoor spaces along with links to restaurants, skating rink, subway and stores below.  Some of the well known attractions of the Center are Radio City Music Hall and office space for General Electric and NBC studios.  The building is seventy stories and eight hundred fifty feet tall.  Discuss also the location of the Rockefeller Center such as its position to St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

2. Discuss the concept of analogous colors, three-dimensional form and show examples of basic designs of architectural important buildings.

3. Demonstrate basic building making techniques using the supplies given and how to make a building stable.  Show how to construct pillars, etc.  

4. Have students design the building two dimensionally on a sheet of drawing paper, including detail of the interior space.

5. Explain how to select colors that are analogous in relationships to better the reality of their building.

6. Designs must be approved by teacher before building.

Guided Practice:


The teacher should spend equal amounts of time on the design, drawing, planning and building of the students’ piece.  Depending on the length of time the teacher has with the students, this project should take three class periods ranging in forty to an hour each.  Students will now be given the opportunity to ask questions and look at the examples provided closely.  Students will be given materials and supplies.  After having the building design approved by the teacher, the students should begin preparing to construct their piece of architecture each to their specific designs.  Once the building is built the students may begin applying color to the surface forming analogous relationships.

Supplies:

· Scissors

· Glue 

· Masking Tape

· Form Board

· Construction Paper

· Acrylic Paint

· Water

· Paint Brushes

· Mixing Palettes

· Sponges

· Drawing Utensil

· Drawing Paper

· Stiff Paper

· Plastic Materials/Clear

Closure:


Students will be expected to replace all supplies appropriately and clean up around their work area.  Afterwards, students and teacher should discuss the projects in process or finished objectively as to whether or not they have completed the assignment or what can be improved.  Including clean up time, this should only take five to ten minutes.

Evaluation:

I. Did the student correctly create a piece of architecture similar to the style and history as the Rockefeller Center?
II. Can the student define certain art terms and definitions used and learn in the lesson?

III. Did the student construct the building correctly using proper materials?

IV. Did the student construct a realistically safe building?

V. Did the student use a series of at least three analogous colors of the gray scale to represent a true building?

VI. Was the student successful in designing and creating a piece of architecture of their own guided aesthetic decisions?

VII. Can the student describe and critique their building using appropriate art terms?  And explaining their reasoning behind their aesthetic decisions?
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