Lesson Plan

World Trade Center Attacks


Grade Level: Elementary
Focus and Review:  Show the students a picture of the twin towers.  Ask them what they think these buildings are.  Ask them why they think these buildings are important and then ask them what they know about the World Trade Center Attack.

Statement of Objective:  Explain that today they are going to learn about a terrible attack on our country that took place in 2001, when they were very young.  Explain that this attack took many lives.

Teacher Input: (This information would be good presented in a PowerPoint.  Then you could have visuals/pictures as you explain this event.  You can add or delete information depending on the grade level) Explain to students the function of the World trade center and why it was such an important place in New York.  Tell them that tens of thousands of people were in these two buildings in a single day.  The people were not just from New York but from all over the country.  On September 11, 2001 a terrible thing happened.  A plane struck the north tower/building of the World Trade Center.  Not long after, another plane hit the south tower of the World Trade Center.   Many people from the lower floors of the buildings were able to get out but many people who were above the crash site were trapped with no way out.  Thousands of policemen, firefighters, paramedics and volunteers rushed to the buildings to try and rescue the trapped men and women in the towers.  But before they could rescue the survivors or even get out themselves both towers collapsed.  Almost three thousand people died in the World Trade Center Attack. (Show students the pictures from ground zero and the postcards of the site; also show them the teddy bear firefighter that is dedicated to all those that gave their lives that day) The airplanes that hit the buildings had been hijacked by terrorists suspected of being backed by Osama bin Laden, who had earlier claimed that he and his followers would attack the U.S. because of our support of Israel.  Two other planes were hijacked that same day.  One hit the Pentagon in Washington, DC and one went down in a field in Pennsylvania.  This was only the second time in the history of our country that an act of aggression has taken place on our soil initiated by another country, the first was Pearl Harbor.
Guided Practice:  Take the students to the computer lab and have them complete a worksheet of information about the attack.  Make it very specific, and include websites because if they just search they might come up with all kinds of pictures or information.  Go over the worksheet as a class after everyone has time to review the websites you gave them.
Independent Practice:  None

Closure:  The World Trade Center Attack was a horrible and very sad time for our country.  But we have made ourselves stronger because of it.  We have more safety regulations at airports and the government will do all that it can to make sure that such attacks can never happen again.  

