NYC Lesson Plan

Grade: Eleventh Grade United States History
NCSCOS: 

Becoming an Industrial Society (1877-1900):

5.01 Evaluate the influence of immigration and rapid industrialization on urban life.

5.02 Explain how business and industrial leaders accumulated wealth and wielded political and economic power.

The Emergence of the United States in World Affairs (1890-1914):

6.01 Examine the factors that led to the United States taking an increasingly active role in world affairs.

Materials: Computers with Internet access, LCD projector, laptop, 1 sheet of poster board per district, Markers, Pens, and other art materials as available.
Focus/Review:

The teacher will explain to students that while Manhattan is a relatively small island, it has housed many of the world’s people over time.  The teacher will first ask students to name any groups or districts they can think of, from the original inhabitants to those who only arrived yesterday.  The teacher will write student responses on the board and categorize them by time period.  

Statement of Objective:

Manhattan will be used to show how cultures interacted in close quarters within America in the late 1800’s/early 20th century.  Students will create a profile of a unique district of the island, researching important information and connecting it to the greater idea of how ethnicity molded urbanization.  Did this group’s success encourage increased political activism?  They will also create a person from each district to demonstrate how an average life would have been.  This will use this to address modern life there, or the life of this person’s descendents.
Teacher Input:

The teacher will begin the lesson by showing multiple slides of different districts in Manhattan; Harlem, Chinatown, Little Italy, the Financial District, Upper East Side, Upper West Side, Greenwich Village, and the Meatpacking District are all possibilities.  An overview will be given on their role in the 1900’s and their modern appearance and function.  The teacher will also be assigning one group of students to each of the identified districts of Manhattan.  The teacher has predetermined groups, but choice will be given to regions as to teacher discretion.
Guided Practice:

The teacher will explain the presentation format.  Each must make their person believable and back them up with their research on their district.  The person should be visually depicted and print outs of the district used if possible.
The teacher has already searched the Internet and found acceptable websites about each district and will provide a map of Manhattan with each area shaded a different color.  

The teacher will offer facts students might not be able to find on their own, such as the problem of enforcing Prohibition in Little Italy, the black market of Chinatown, and the poetry of the Harlem Renaissance.
Independent Practice:

The teacher will now take all students to the computer lab for research or allow them to use classroom computers.  Each group will be given a sheet of paper with the acceptable websites and fun facts.  Other sites will be acceptable, but guidelines are mandated to keep sources valid.  

When the groups have gathered enough information, the students will return to the classroom.  Each group will be given a sheet of poster board and access to other materials.  They will illustrate their person and district while planning how to present.  Points will always be given for creativity.
The next day each group will present their district to the class, each individual participating.  Each will be displayed at the front of the room so the class can compare and contrast them during discussion time.  

Closure:

The teacher will ask the students if they believe any of the people they created for the turn of the century would have known each other or interacted.  Upon students’ commentary, the teacher will ask if they think the descendents are more or less likely to interact.  Assimilation and will be discussed and wealth will be presented as a concept that varies from people group to people group.  Also, students will be called upon to consider how these groups succeeded elsewhere in the United States.  This can lead into a discussion of the “melting pot” vs. “tossed salad” debate.
