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Pre-planning tasks

Objective: Students will write two critiques and an argumentative paper pertaining to New York.

Activity Description: Students will write a critique of two restaurants native to New York City and then write an argumentative paper for which one they liked best.

Activity Rationale: The activity lets allows students to develop insight to a food culture not native to them. In their critiques, they will be refining their skills of perception and in the paper; they will be furthering their use of argument, which is one of the major competencies expressed in the North Carolina Standard Course of Study.

Materials: Restaurant’s in New York, Pencils, Paper, Access to Computers.
Activity Beginning

Signal for Attention: All right students listen up! While you are in New York, I want you to pay particular attention to what you eat; mainly the restaurants in which you will be attending. The restaurants will be your main source for the paper you will be required to write once you return to the classroom after the trip.

Behavior Expectations: Independently you will be writing critiques of the restaurant. While at these places, you are to act with the utmost respect to the waiters, the other guests, as well as each other. Try something different then you would normally eat here at home, make sure to try something you know you will like, because if you order something that you do not like, you will be unable to complete your assignment. 


Objective and Purpose: If done correctly, this assignment will allow one to see how different the American culture is from place to place. Much of what we are exposed to is so closely related to our “home” life that even something as small as a restaurant in another city can show us how other people live their lives. Also, the activities will help to refine basic writing skills and allow one to see how writing can be used in an every day life activity.
Activity Middle

1. Eat at two restaurants and gather information to be used in your critiques. Think about what you care for in a restaurant. (Food, atmosphere, and service and just a few things to think about.)

2. Write a critique for two of the restaurants at which you eat. These should be at least a page each.

3. Once you return from the trip, choose one of the two restaurants you critiqued and write which one was your favorite and why. Make sure that you use good, solidly formed argument and to back up your choice with reasoning.

Activity Closing


When you return to class, we will be reading a few of these in class, and see what the general consensus is. We will use the papers you create in another activity, so make sure you put a lot of thought into what you write. 


