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April 9, 2006

Teaching Fellows NYC Lesson Plan

NCSCOS:
Social Studies competency Goals: 3.03 Compare similarities and differences among cultures in various communities.  8.03 Interpret data on charts and graphs and make predictions.  

Lesson Objectives:
The students will explore the differences between the country and the city by reading books, comparing maps, creating collages, and drawing postcards.  

Materials:
1. The book Country Kid, City Kid by Julie Cummins. 

2. Magazines with pictures from a variety of communities. 

3. A local map from a country community.

4. A map of New York City.

5. Poster board.

6. Markers.

7. Construction paper.

Focus and Review:
Raise your hand if you have ever been to a big city before.  Now, raise your hand if you have ever been to a very small town, or a place out in the country before.  Good!  Can anyone tell me some of the things they saw in either of these two places?  

Statement of Objective:
Today we are going to learn about the differences between a big city and a country town.  We are going to read a book that will help us learn some of the differences, and then we will compare maps from each of these two places.  After that we are going to look through magazines and create a city collage and a country collage with pictures we cut out.  Finally we will make postcards and send them to a friend or person in our family.  

Teacher Input:

The teacher will read the book Country Kid, City Kid by Julie Cummins to the class.  While reading she will pause to ask questions about what they are reading, and to allow for discussion.  After reading the book, the students will go back to their seats and the teacher will share a map from a country community and a map from New York City.  She will let the students study the two maps and tell her what is different about the two, and then what is the same about the two.  The teacher will create a chart with the similarities and differences the students have talked about.  She will share lots of pictures that are from the two areas, and again they will discuss the similarities and difference between the two and add on to their chart.  

Guided Practice:
The teacher will divide the students into two different groups.  One group will look through magazines and cut out pictures that they think are of a city.  The other group will look through magazines and cut out pictures that could be from the country.  Each group will create a collage with the pictures they found.  After they are finished they will share what they created and talk about the pictures they cut out.  These collages are to be posted next to the chart that was created.  

Independent Practice:
Each student will be given a piece of construction paper a little bigger than the size of a postcard.  They are to pretend they are visiting either a small country town or New York City and describe what they would see on one side of their postcard.  Students are to list at least three things they would only see in either the city or the country.  On the other side, they will draw a picture of a country town or New York City.
Closure:
The students will share what they drew on their postcard, what they wrote about and why.  The teacher will briefly go over what they learned and end the lesson with a discussion about what kind of place the students think they live in.    
