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Lesson Title: The Color Purple into Play? You Can Do It Too!

A) Type of Lesson: This lesson is a creative and group based lesson. It will teach students how to adapt the literature they read into dramatic scenes they can act out.

B) Target group: Grades 9-12 in Intro to Theater Class, Theatre I or II

C) Approximate Length:  1hr 30 minutes

D) Materials: 3 or more students, The Color Purple novel, The Color Purple movie, television with a DVD/ VCR, The Color Purple: The Musical soundtrack

E) National Objectives: The student will act by interacting in improvisation and assuming roles

F) Specific Goals: The learner will understand and participate in the adaptation process. They will learn to interact with others, listening skills, and creative writing. They will learn to extract the story line of a book in order to create an acting scene.  

G) Social Skills Goals: The learner will demonstrate listening skills through participation in the group project and by acting out the scene with the group.  

H) Procedures: 

Previous Assignment: Introduce the students to the concept of adaptation by assigning them to reader The Color Purple by Alice Walker. 

1) Discuss what happened in the first chapter. Discuss the storyline. What happened in the beginning, middle, and end.

2) Show the students a video of the first 20 minutes of The Color Purple, the movie. Then discuss the differences between the book and the movie. Discuss how the novel was turned into a Broadway Musical. The instructor will then play a sample from The Color Purple: The Musical soundtrack.

3) The students will create a T- chart that will show the similarities and differences between the movie and the book.

4) The students then will get into groups of at least four.

5) They will have to come up with an acting scene together that will be adapted from the first chapter of the novel.

6) The students will get 30 minutes to come up with their scene someone in the group must be responsible for writing the down the scene into a script format. 


* The scene may also be an improvised scene, depending on the instructor and the learning style of the students.

7) The students will then perform their scenes for the class.

I) Method of Evaluation: When the exercise is completed, the learner will evaluate each groups’ scene and create a T-chart stating the similarities and differences between to of the groups’ adaptations of the book. 

J) Source: New York

