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Alumnus Receives Lifetime Contribution Award

GREENVILLE, N.C. (June 28, 2010) - Ronnie Barnes, a 1975 College of Health and Human Performance alumnus, received the 2010 Lifetime Contribution Award from the National Athletic Trainers’ Association Research & Education Foundation. 

Vice President for Medical Affairs and Head Athletic Trainer for the New York Giants, Barnes received the honor at the NATA Foundation donor reception held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania June 23.  

The award recognizes his exemplary contributions toward the advancement and growth of the foundation.  Barnes served as president of the foundation from 1991-99.  He was inducted into the organization’s Hall of Fame in 1999 and was a member of the board of certification. 

Barnes is also known for his long history of giving back to his alma mater.  His recent gift of $10,000 was instrumental in the establishment of a scholarship to honor the memory of Rod Compton, a longtime faculty member in the Department of Health Education and Promotion and former director of sports medicine for the Athletics Department.  Barnes described Compton as “an excellent teacher, mentor and friend.”

The Rod Compton Athletic Training Scholarship Fund will be awarded each year to a full-time undergraduate student pursuing a degree in athletic training.  

Dr. Glen Gilbert, dean of the College of Health and Human Performance, said, “We are proud of the distinguished accomplishments of Ronnie.  He is well respected throughout his profession.  Providing scholarships is a significant way to assist our students in meeting the challenges of paying for their college education.  The fact that Ronnie is a graduate of the program and former student of Rod Compton adds special meaning to this generous gift.”
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