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Athletic Training Program Director Wins National Award

GREENVILLE, N.C. (March 9, 2010)​– An ECU faculty member has been named the most distinguished athletic trainer for 2010 by the national association for the profession.

Dr. Katie Walsh, program director for athletic training in the Health Education and Promotion Department, has been recognized by the National Athletic Trainers Association for her exceptional contributions to the athletic training profession and her lifetime of dedication to the NATA and the field of athletic training.  The NATA is the professional membership association for 30,000 certified athletic trainers worldwide.
“This award is such an honor to me; but there is no doubt I could not have achieved it were it not for the wonderful faculty and staff that allow me to travel and partake in athletic training events,” Walsh said.

As one of the first females to work full time in men’s professional athletics, Walsh is accustomed to breaking barriers.  She has worked as an athletic trainer at the Olympic Games, written books and journal articles, served as an officer in the NATA, and as vice president in the national athletic training accrediting body.  
She wrote the NATA position on lightning safety, served on the North Carolina High School Safety Task Force and assisted with safety and governmental policies for state, district, and national organizations.
According to Dr. Glen Gilbert, dean of the College of Health and Human Performance, Walsh is much deserving of this recognition, “Despite being 100% in an academic position, she insists on being an active athletic trainer and has been recognized twice as the North Carolina Athletic Trainer of the year.  She insures our program meets or exceeds all accreditation standards and during our most recent review we received no citations. She is passionate about athletic training and her devotion to the field is always evident,” he said.
A native of California, Walsh has taught at ECU since 1995. She received her undergraduate degree from Oregon State University and her graduate degree from Illinois State University, both in physical education with an emphasis in sports medicine.  She earned a doctorate in education from the University of Southern California.  
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