Calculating Industry Ratios Using Research Insight on CD-ROM
1.  The CD-ROM is networked on computers in Joyner Library and the College of Business Lab.  Look for the [image: image14.png]Research Assistant - Step 3 _(Money Management)
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 icon on the desktop, or under “Programs.”  

2. You will see the “Welcome to Research Insight” menu.  Click “Research Assistant” to start.
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3.  Type in the ticker symbol for a company in the industry.  Then highlight “NAICS” in the “Find Similar Companies” box.  Another option is to type in the ticker for each of the companies you want to include in the industry ratio calculation, and highlight “Don’t Find Similar Companies.”
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4. Click the “Next” button near the bottom of the screen.
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5.  Then, click on the “Next” button and select “Report Assistant.”  Click the “Next” button.
6.  Select “Historical Analysis” and “Items vs Companies”.  Click the “Next” button.



7.  Click the “Look Up” button.

8.  Go to “Items.”  Scroll down and highlight “Financial Ratios.”  Then, go to the box on the right-hand side of the page and highlight each ratio you want to calculate.  Click the “Paste” button after each selection.  After making all your selections, click the “Close” button.


9.  The ratios you selected will be listed on the “Report Assistant” screen, under “Selected Items.”  Click the “Next” button.
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12.  Save the file as a text file.  Be sure to go to “Text Options” and check “Use Labels.”  
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13.  Open the text file in Excel.  Use the Text Import Wizard to convert the format to Excel.  Change margins as needed.  Go to Formulas / AutoSum / Average to calculate the industry average for each ratio.
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14. Questions?

Contact   Jan Lewis, Business Librarian, at 252.328.2267 or send email to lewisja@ecu.edu
Change the time period to “Absolute” and change the beginning period to the oldest year for which you need the ratios.  Click the “Finish” button.








 Research Insight runs the report and displays all the ratios for the years you indicated.  


 [





You’ll see a list of the companies that met your criteria.  You can remove or add companies, as desired.  When you have the set you want to use to calculate the industry ratios, go to the “Save Set” block and click the “Save As” button.  Give the file a simple name like burgers (don’t use capitals, spaces, or underscores).








Data may not be available for some companies.  You may want to delete these companies from the spreadsheet before calculating the averages.  Check to make sure the remaining data makes sense and that you have enough companies represented to have a meaningful average.  You may need to go back and add more companies.  Once you’re satisfied with the spreadsheet, save it as an Excel Workbook.











