Calculating Industry Ratios Using Research Insight on the Web

Instructions for downloading RIWeb to your computer are at:  http://www.ecu.edu/cs-lib/reference/RI.cfm
1. Open Microsoft Excel.  If you are using Office 2003, RIWeb will appear on the toolbar.  With Office 2007, click the Add-Ins tab to see the RIWeb toolbar.
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2. Pull down the RIWeb menu.  Select Research Assistant.  RIWeb will download some files.
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3.  Type in the ticker of one of the companies that will form the basis for your industry average.  Then, highlight NAICS in the Industry Match box.  If the industry has a large number of companies, you may want to restrict the comparison to larger companies within the industry.  You can do this by clicking in the box for S&P 1500 Member: 
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4. Click Next and make sure you have the companies you wanted.  Add or remove 
companies (“issues”) if needed.  Click Save Screen.
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5.  Click Save Screen and give the file a simple name (no spaces or underscores).  Keep it in the default directory:  S&P Screens.  Click Save.
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6. Click Finish to close out the Research Assistant – Step 2 screen.

7. Click the RI Web Tools tab.  Select Formatted Report Builder.  For Report Type, select Table.  Click Next.
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8. Pull down the Item Category menu.  Start with Ratios-Annual.  Add the items that you want in your report.  
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9. Look at the other Item Categories to see if there are additional statistics that you need to add to the report.  Once you have added all the items you need, click Next.
10. In Step 3, specify the number of years you need.  Then click Build Report. 
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11.  In Step 4, decide whether you want to display the data with the latest year first or last.    Click OK.
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12. The report will be generated and will display in Excel.  To calculate the average for a column in Office 2007, click the cell below the numbers for which you want to find the average.  Then go to Formulas, select the AutoSum pull-down function [∑], then select Average.  
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13. Place the curser at the bottom right-hand corner of box that contains the Current Ratio industry average, so that the heavy black plus sign appears.  Drag the formula for averaging the cells in the column across the spreadsheet.  This will calculate averages for all the columns.

14. Only one decimal place may be displayed as the default display.  Highlight all the cells with ratios in them.  Right click and select Format Cells.  Under the Number tab, increase number of decimal places to Two. 
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15. When you have finished editing the file, you need to “Unlink” it from Research Insight on the Web.  If you don’t, you may overwrite this file by accident, simply by running another report in Research Insight.  To unlink the file, go to the Data tab.  Select Edit Links and select Break Link:
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16. Save the file as an Excel Workbook, or email it to yourself as an attachment.  Questions?  Contact Jan Lewis, Business Librarian at lewisja@ecu.edu, 252.328.2267.
