Graphic
Novels
and

chool
Libraries

Sthm}] libraries serving children
and teenagers today should be
committed to collecting graphic
novels to the extent that their budgets
allow. But the term “graphic novel” is
enough to make some librarians—nat
to mention administrators and
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“You're collecting what in the school
library?"

Understanding the Format
The first step in building a useful,

appealing collection of graphic novels

is to understand the format. Graphie
novels are simply book-length
comics. They can be works of fiction
or nonfiction, and their content
parallels the wide range of literature
that librarians already collect in other
forms, including biographies, poetry,
and novels,

The term “graphic” in “graphic
novel” means highly visual. It does nat
mean mature or violent content. Do
some graphic novels have content,
situations, and images that some

might find upsetting or offensive?

Absolutely, just as some novels
have dialogue, violence, or sexual

situations that may be upsetting;

some picture books have images
that may be distressing: and some
nonfiction contains information that

may be shocking.

The truth is that many if not all of
the materials found on the shelves
of school libraries have the potential
to offend someone. As with any
material in any library, it's important
to look at the work as a whole and

not take individual components out
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