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Dear Election Candidate,

Greetings fellow Pirates!  I am Brittney Williamson, the Student Government Elections Chair. You and I will be working together during the elections process.  I am very pleased that you put yourself in the running for such an elite position on campus and I look forward to working with you during this process. Please look over this elections packet and familiarize yourself with its contents. 

Before I get into any specific details, I want to discuss briefly my minimum expectations of conduct and character of all candidates, campaign workers and others who are involved with this election.  As a candidate, you will be held to the highest standards of professionalism, decorum and tact.  You will also be expected to uphold every aspect of the governing documents of Student Government Association and of this election to the highest degree.  Specifically, the elections laws specifically outline the barriers of your actions during this election.  Study them thoroughly.  Any action by any candidate or campaign worker that is deemed questionable or an outright violation will be immediately reviewed and ruled upon.  These elections laws and governing documents uphold the statutes upon which this election will operate.  I employ you to review each of the documents carefully to ensure the best possible result for this election.

Following this letter, you will find the elections packet.  Please ensure that you fill out all the information completely and accurately.  Return the packet to the Student Government offices by the end of Friday, April 8th 2011 at 5 pm.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE COMPULSORY MEETING HELD ON Monday April 11th, 2011. Time and place will be emailed out to each candidate. Compulsory Meeting is MANDATORY FOR ALL CANDIDATES SEEKING OFFICE – EXECUTIVE OFFICE OR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT SENATE.  If any candidate fails to appear to this meeting without prior approval, you will be removed from this election.

These dates and rules are non-negotiable.  Any questions or concerns that you may have may be addressed to me, but again, the above statements and rules will be upheld to the fullest extent.  Any violation could result in your removal from this election.

If you wish to contact me at any time, please email me at electionschair@ecu.edu or at (252) 916-9514. Thank you and GOOD LUCK!

Cordially,

Brittney C. Williamson

Brittney Williamson
Elections Chair
Student Government Association 




Elections Packet Contents

This packet has been designed to ensure all potential candidates are given the most accurate and thorough information regarding the SGA elections process. All of the information contained in this packet are official materials of the spring 2010 Student Government Association Election.

In this packet you will find the following: 

Important Elections Dates
Dates outlined in this document reflect all official election related deadlines, events, and meetings.

Requirements to run for SGA elected office
This checklist will aid you in determining if you qualify to run for an SGA elected office

SGA Office Descriptions
Job Descriptions of Executive Officers and Student Congress Representatives 

Elections Filing Application
This form must be completed by all candidates who plan to run for office during this election and submitted to the SGA Office no later than 5:00pm on April 8th, 2011. Applications turned in after the deadline will be disqualified. Please bring a photo ID with you upon filing. 

FERPA Release Form
This form must be completed by all candidates who plan to run for office during this election. This form allows the SGA Office to verify your academic and judicial status in order to certify you as an official candidate for this election. This form must be submitted to the SGA Office no later than 5:00pm on April 8th, 2011.

How to File a Complaint 
Any student, faculty or staff member can file a complaint if they see any violations related to the election. This document will outline how to file a complaint and what steps will occur in the election complaint process. 

Election Laws
These are the governing rules for all SGA elections. Each candidate must adhere to all the policies and procedures as outlined in this document. 


Further questions regarding this process can be referred to Brittney Williamson, Elections Chair at Electionschair@ecu.edu or by calling the Election Cell Phone at (252)916-9514.







Important Election Dates
Spring 2010



Thursday, April 7th, 2011
Candidate Filing
9:00am-5:00pm
SGA Suite – 101 Mendenhall

Friday, April 8th, 2011
Candidate Filing
9:00am-5:00pm
SGA Suite – 101 Mendenhall

Monday, April 11th, 2011
Compulsory Meeting
REQUIRED for all candidates
Time: TBA 
Location: TBA
**Campaigning Begins**

Thursday, April 14th, 2011
Elections
Voting via OneStop and Wright Plaza 
9:00am-5:00pm

Friday, April 15th, 2011
Elections
Voting via OneStop and Wright Plaza 
9:00am-5:00pm
*****Results posted in SGA office around 6:30pm*****

**All elections material must be down by Midnight tonight.**
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Requirements to Run for SGA Elected Office

· Full time student at East Carolina University
	Full time student status is defined as 12 or more credit hours per semester.

· Good Standing with the University
A student is considered to be in disciplinary good standing with the University when s/he 	has no pending or unresolved judicial complaints(s) and when s/he has completed all sanctions imposed as a result of a judicial action, including probation.
· Must meet all qualifications outlined in the SGA Constitution and By-Laws for the position being filed. 

· Complete all election filing paperwork and submit it to the SGA Suite (101 Mendenhall) no later than April 8th, 2011 at 5:00pm.

Class Officer Positions will be based on the number of credit hours as follows:
Sophomore: 30-59 semester hours
Junior: 60-89 semester hours
Senior: 90+ semester hours
Graduate: enrolled in the Graduate program







SGA Undergraduate Student Senate
And
 Class Officer Description:

· Determine, by a plurality, its rules and procedures;
· Censure or expel a member by two-thirds vote;
· Determine the time, place and period of its meetings;
· Shall be the supreme authority over all Elections Laws;
· Provide for the replacement of its members upon a vacancy in office;
· Approve the appointments and recommendations of the Student Body President;
· Regulate, through the appropriation committee, the disbursement of the congressional funds;
· Determine, by majority, to enter into closed session, as allowed under North Carolina State Law;
· Expel any nonmembers from meetings of the Undergraduate Student Senate due to disruptive behavior;
· Require information and appearance from any student government official or officer of any organization receiving funds;
· Enact all laws necessary and proper for the general well being of the Student Body;
· Override any presidential veto of legislation by a two-thirds majority vote;
· Override any treasury veto of financial legislation by a two-thirds majority vote;
· Create any committees it deems necessary and proper for carrying out the powers granted in this Constitution;
· Determine and approve, by a plurality, the salaries of the Student Body President; Student Body Vice President, Student Body Secretary, Student Body Treasurer and Speaker of the Student Senate. The approval must be concurred by the SGA Advisor for determining financial feasibility;
· Hear the appeals of cases made against the disbursement of congressional funds to organizations and decide, by majority vote, to uphold or adjust the disbursements. 
· Class officers serve as the representative for their respective classes. 
· Class officers will also serve as senators on the Undergraduate Student Senate.











SGA Executive Office Descriptions

President
· Serve as a member of the ECU Board of Trustees;
· Ensure that all provisions of this constitution and the General Statutes of the Student Congress are faithfully executed;
· Provide a “State of the Student Government” address to the Student Congress once per semester in office;
· Create all committees or commissions not provided for in this Constitution, which he or she may deem necessary;
· To be the chief representative of the Student Body of East Carolina University in all matters, both internal and external;
· To create any executive cabinet he or she deems necessary and proper for carrying out the powers he is granted in this Constitution.

Vice President
· Serve as the Speaker of the Senate; 
· Shall be the secondary authority to the President and assume all duties in the absence;
· Coordinate outreach with all campus organizations.

Treasurer
· The Treasurer shall be responsible for the complete and accurate accounting of all student body funds;
· The Treasurer shall serve as a non-voting member of the Student Congress Appropriations Committee;
· The Treasurer shall present the Student Government Association budget report once per semester to the Student Senate;
· Correspond with university financial officials on issues regarding the SGA budget.

Secretary
· Serve as the Chief Clerk for the Undergraduate Student Senate;
· Serve as the primary public relations contact for SGA;
· Maintain all agendas and minutes for executive meetings.










Student Government Association
Elections Filing Application
Spring 2011 

Full Name:  _________________________________________________

Banner ID # ____________________________________

Local Address:  _______________________________________
		  _______________________________________
		  _______________________________________

Cell Phone:  _________________________	Email Address:  ______________________

Classification:(year)  _______________________		**GPA:  _______________

Number of Semester Hours Completed: _________	
Number of Semester Hours Currently Taking:  __________

**I authorize the release of my academic and conduct record to the SGA Office for the purpose of verifying my eligibility to run and hold the SGA leadership position listed below.  To qualify for this position, I understand that all requirements as listed in the Student Body Constitution must be met. I cannot currently be listed as on academic probation.

Filing Position:  (check only one section)

SGA Executive Office	
	___President 		___Vice President 	___Treasurer 		___Secretary 
Please list the other candidates on your ticket:___________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

Undergraduate Student Senate (DO NOT check if you checked for one of the executive positions)
___College of Fine Arts/Comm. 		___College of Health/Human Performance 
___College of Tech. and Comp. Science 	___College of Allied Health 
___College of Arts and Sciences 		___College of Business 
___College of Education 			___College of Human Ecology 
___General College 	                                 	___College of Nursing 
___Sophomore Class Officer			___Junior Class Officer
___Senior Class Officer

 (
Affix SGA Stamp
 
here
)I hereby confirm my Candidacy for the position listed above and agree to follow all policies and procedures outlined for this election.	

Candidates Signature:  _______________________________
Elections Representative:  ____________________________
Release of FERPA-Protected Information Form
East Carolina University 
Student Government Association


The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974  is a federal law that bars an institution of higher education from revealing personally identifiable information about a student to a third party without that student’s written and dated permission.  The Act does allow persons within the institution to access this information if they have a “legitimate educational interest” and some legal agencies with subpoenas to access this information.  A full copy of FERPA is available to you upon request.  


As a member of the Student Government Association of East Carolina University (SGA), I understand the importance of being in good standing with the University when representing my fellow students.  I, therefore, give the Office of Student Conflict Resolution permission to release any information related to a violation of the Student Code of Conduct including information about the behavior related to the violation and the sanction imposed by the University. 

I understand that I may revoke this permission at any time. If I am a member of SGA at the time of the revocation, notice of the revocation will be delivered to the SGA Advisor. I further understand that as long as I am a member of SGA, this information may be released to the East Carolina University Administrator who serves as the Advisor to SGA and who has a legitimate educational interest in the disciplinary status. 



Full Name: ________________________________________________________________

Banner ID number: ______________________________

Classification(Class): ___________________________
		
 (
Affix SGA Stamp Here
)Local Address: _________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Cell Phone Number: ___________________________

Signature: ____________________________________

Date: ________________________________________
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How to File an Elections Violation Complaint

During any part of the election, if you think that you have witnessed a violation of the Election Laws by a ticket, candidate, campaign worker or any other student affiliated with Student Government and this election, you need to file a complaint. 

To file an official complaint, please fill out a Campaign Violation Form and attach a typed letter that specifies the following: 
· Who has committed the alleged violation
· The actual Election Law that was violated
· When the act(s) took place
· Where the action(s) occurred
· Who witnessed the event(s)
· Any additional information (photos, documents, personal accounts, etc.) 

Upon filing an official complaint, the information provided will provide insight to the Elections Committee about what may have occurred. Ensure that when you include information on what happened that you are very clear and direct with the facts. Personal opinions and statements will not benefit your case. In addition, when stated who witnessed the alleged violation(s), include the contact information of these people so that the Elections Committee may contact them if in need of additional information. 

Once you have filed your complaint, the Elections Chair will be notified. The chair will review your information. The Chair will then notify the person(s) whom the complaint is against, the Elections Committee, Chief  Justice and SGA Advisor to set up a meeting within 48-hours to hear the case. 

During the time of the hearing of the alleged violation, both the accused and those filing the complaint will be allowed to be present. If either is unable to attend, a representative will be allowed to attend the meeting. Witnesses pertaining to the alleged violation will also be allowed to attend. 

After the Elections Committee meets, they will make a specific ruling on the complaint within 48-hours of the filing and the initial complaint unless further 3rd party assistance or additional investigating is required. 

Any person who is named in the complaint and thusly ruled upon by the Elections Committee may appeal the final decision of the Elections Committee to the Review Board within 48-hours of the ruling. 

If at any time you have any questions concerning this process, feel free to contact Brittney Williamson, Elections Chair at electionschair@ecu.edu
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CAMPAIGN VIOLATION FORM

Name: 		Email: 	

Phone: _______________________________________

Best way to reach you (circle one):	Phone	Email

On a separate piece of paper, please include the following: (please type) 

· Election Law under the jurisdiction of the Elections Committee that was violated: 

· Party/person(s) that violated this law

· What happened? Please be as specific as possible. List all names, dates, places involved. Include evidence, supporting statements, witness names and contact information. 

I believe that a campaign violation has occurred and that all information I supply (accounts, evidence and witnesses, etc.) are valid and genuine.

Signature: 		Date: 	

After receiving this violation form, the Elections Committee will inform the defendant(s) of the violation allegation immediately. All violations will result in a hearing by the Elections Committee within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the complaint. The Elections Committee will contact you as soon as they receive this form in regard to the plan of action that will be taken. If you have any questions, contact Brittney Williamson, Elections Committee Chairperson (electionschair@ecu.edu)

Please submit this form along with all relevant documentation to the SGA Suite located in Mendenhall Student Center. Prompt reporting of all violations will aid the Elections Committee in addressing concerns in a timely manner
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